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Abstract 

New urbanization is a development concept which is proposed in the process of 
urbanization in China. The concept is characterized by overall planning of urban and 
rural areas, integration of urban and rural areas, interaction between industries and 
cities, ecological towns, economical simplification, harmonious towns and so on. Of 
which, it lays more emphasis on the quality and efficiency of development as well as on 
connotative development. Taking Zigong city as an example, this paper makes a 
systematic analysis from the aspects of urban development status, development 
opportunities, challenges, development strategies and development significance, so as 
to explore the development and construction path of Zigong city and other similar cities 
under the contextualization of new urbanization. 
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1. The development situation of small towns 

With the continuous development of economy, the construction and development of cities and 
towns in China have gradually risen to a new stage. For Zigong city, the 2,000-year history of 
salt production and the 800-year colored lantern culture as well as the solid old industrial 
foundation give the city unique cultural heritage; hundreds of millions of years of dinosaur 
relics and rich underground resources constitute the city's unique natural landscape, all these 
factors make the urbanization development of Zigong face great opportunities and challenges. 
Undoubtedly, the new urbanization concept has pointed out the direction for the rapid 
development of Zigong city. Among which, the construction of regional small towns is an 
important way to promote the joint construction of urban and rural areas in Zigong City;at the 
same time, intelligent, intensive, low-carbon and green new urbanization development is the 
inevitable choice for Zigong to promote the development of small towns. 

2. The challenges of small town development 

The construction of new urbanization is not rising all the way. At present, China's urban 
construction is facing the problem of excessive pursuit of speed and neglect of quality, which 
intensifies social contradictions. A very typical problem is that the opposition between urban 
residents and migrant workers is more obvious. As for Zigong city, how to smoothly promote 
the new urbanization construction, what aspects this "new" is embodied in, and how to plan 
and implement them are all issues that need to be considered comprehensively. The layout of 
urbanization should not only be as optimal as possible, but more importantly, the possibility 
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and feasibility should be considered, and often people's past choices and decisions determine 
their present possible choices. At present, the population growth in small towns has played an 
important role in the urbanization process, which is the natural choice of people. Therefore, the 
construction of small towns on the basis of the original rural market towns is a road of 
urbanization with Chinese characteristics, which is determined by comprehensive factors such 
as economic system reform, industrialization process, characteristics of rural population flow 
and cultural background.However, the strategy of developing small towns is not to encourage 
small towns to blossom everywhere, which will lead to major problems such as scattered 
construction foundation, large consumption of agricultural land, and inability to exert 
concentrated benefits. 

3. Development approches of small towns in Zigong city 

The above two sections respectively discuss Zigong’s development status and challenges, and 
the new industrialization and urbanization undoubtedly provide a prescription for it to break 
the development deadlock. Therefore, we give the following suggestions: 

(1) We should give priority to urban planning, strengthen the compilation and revision of 
overall urban planning and detailed urban planning, protect the original ecological system, and 
take urban and rural planning as the fundamental guideline and important manual for the 
urbanization development of Zigong city. Adhere to the ecological principle, and draw the 
ecological control red line with the planning of small towns as the basic unit.Based on the 
present and focusing on the future, we should explore a way suitable for the development of 
zigong small towns, break the original mode of dualization between urban and rural areas, and 
truly realize the integrated construction[1,2]. 

(2) Led by the new type of industrialization, we should actively promote the integration of 
industries and cities, and vigorously promote the interconnected and integrated development 
of manufacturing, services, and urbanization. Economic development is the core task, and also 
the original intention and final destination of zigong's small town construction. Through the 
integration of industry and city, the town economy is vigorously developed and the overall 
development vitality is deeply motivated, thus we can make Zigong’s economy develop greatly. 

(3) We should continue to raise the level of people sharing the fruits of development by 
expanding and stabilizing employment, improving the social security and medical service 
systems, and improving the living environment[1,2]. Also,we should constantly improve the 
supporting system of public services, give full play to the leading role of zigong government in 
public services in small towns, vigorously improve service facilities in small towns, and 
promote the balanced development of social security, education, health, medical and other 
public services in small towns. 

(4) We should increase investment in infrastructure, vigorously develop major projects in 
water, electricity, roads, and gas, education, culture, health care, and ecological and 
environmental protection, and improve urban infrastructure and public services[1,2]. At the 
same time, it is necessary to strengthen the construction of comprehensive facilities, give 
priority to the construction of transportation infrastructure, strengthen the connection with 
transit traffic trunk lines, and optimize the layout of road networks in small towns, so as to form 
a transportation system with internal and external access. 

(5) To draw up protection plans for famous historical and cultural towns, villages and 
traditional villages in Zigong.In the process of promoting the development of new urbanization, 
efforts should be made in protecting, inheriting and making good use of these heritages. 
Protection lines should be strictly demarcated to protect the famous towns and villages, ancient 
buildings, old streets and alleys as well as characteristic dwellings in Zigong, so as to carry 
forward the historical and cultural heritage. "Keeping Zigong's memory and inheriting excellent 
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regional culture", let Zigong's profound history and modern civilization add radiance and 
beauty to each other. 

4. Specific principles for the development of small towns in Zigong city 

The connotation of "new" is to change from the one-sided emphasis on the pursuit of urban 
scale expansion and space expansion in the past to the humanistic connotation of improving 
urban culture, public services and so on, so as to make our towns become livable places with 
high quality[1,2,3]. The core of urbanization is the transfer of rural population to cities and towns 
to complete the transformation from farmers to citizens, rather than just building high-rise 
buildings and squares.If the rural population cannot be transferred, not only can the economies 
of scale in agriculture not be reflected, but also the goal of expanding domestic demand cannot 
be achieved. Based on the above analysis, the innovative practice of new urbanization in Zigong 
is mainly reflected in the following aspects: 

(1) Attach great importance to the overall planning of small towns, which should not only 
reflect individual characteristics, but also improve overall benefits, so as to realize 
complementary advantages and resource sharing. Small towns play the role of bridge and link 
in each specific small region, and are the political, economic and cultural center in the region. 
The planning of small towns must be based on their role in the urban system and combined 
with their own industrial characteristics and development advantages, then determine its 
leading industry according to local conditions, so as to better grasp the overall development 
direction of all cities and towns[3]. 

(2) Strictly abide by the planning and design standards, and strengthen the infrastructure 
construction of small towns according to local conditions.First of all, planning and design 
should combine the actual needs of each township with appropriate advance, reasonably 
determine various infrastructure construction standards, and do not blindly imitate the 
development scale of large and medium-sized cities and be divorced from the reality of small 
towns, which makes the planning difficult to achieve. Secondly, the infrastructure construction 
of small towns should be in line with the local reality, and the advantages and positioning of the 
towns should be carefully investigated to establish supporting infrastructure. 

(3) To build small towns of Zigong with distinct characteristics, take the historical and cultural 
heritage as the "growth ring" of Zigong city, systematically and scientifically protect the 
historical and cultural heritage, intangible cultural heritage and modern industrial relics.At the 
same time, landmark buildings should be built in the new district to construct the timeline of 
the past, present and future of the city. The memories of small towns in different times will be 
preserved, and the small towns bred from this will also highlight their own differences. 

(4) The road planning should be systematic, reasonable and scientific, and the road 
construction should be combined with the local terrain, the future development direction of the 
industry and other factors to determine the road planning.Through scientific analysis and 
investigation, the current traffic flow and human flow of the road are calculated to build a 
reasonable road network system[3]. 

(5) Protect the ecological environment of small towns, vigorously advocate circular economy, 
and establish ecological industrial parks in towns and townships.On the one hand, in the 
planning process, it is necessary to ensure that the whole planning document will not pollute 
the environment during the implementation. At the same time, it is necessary to make 
reasonable and scientific planning for the industries with high pollution coefficient in the 
township area, so as to build a closed industrial chain of circular economy.On the other hand, 
the establishment of eco-industrial parks can not only avoid environmental pollution, but also 
exploit the unique advantages of this area, thus promoting the high-quality development of 
local economy. 
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(6) Green space can not only beautify the environment, but also can purify the air, so we must 
constantly improve the coverage of green space. With the continuous development of small 
towns, people gradually realize well-off life;At the same time, with the continuous development 
of industry, transportation and industry will continue to develop, which makes the pollution to 
the environment more and more serious. Increasing the coverage rate of green space and 
rational layout of small towns will enable some small-scale waste water and waste gas and 
other pollutants to be purified by the ecosystem itself, which is a simple and effective way to 
protect the ecological environment[4,5]. 

5. The significance of the development of small towns in Zigong 

The development of small towns in Zigong is of great significance not only to the surrounding 
rural areas, but also to the economic and social development of the whole Zigong region. First 
of all, small towns are the economic transmission hubs between urban and rural areas in Zigong. 
In other words, they are the transit stations for the exchange of information and commodities 
between rural areas and cities. Secondly, small towns play a synergistic role in the 
environmental capacity and production cost of Zigong city; at the same time, small towns can 
be used as demonstration sites to promote the development of agricultural science and 
technology. Finally, small towns are important areas for agricultural adjustment and can better 
serve farmers, agriculture and rural areas. Therefore, the development of small towns in Zigong 
can not only help the countryside to be closer to the city, but also give consideration to the 
countryside in urban construction, which is of great significance to further realize the 
integration of urban and rural construction in Zigong.It is also an effective way to realize the 
efficient development of rural economy and society, which is of great significance to realize the 
rapid development of Zigong economy. 

6. Conclusions 

The new industrialization and urbanization have not only consolidated the development 
achievements of China's reform and opening up for more than 40 years, but also brought 
together the development experience of developed countries. Therefore, strengthening the 
benign interaction between them is the only way to realize Zigong's leapfrog development. 
After systematic discussion, we can draw the following conclusions: 

(1) Because of their different cultural and economic characteristics, small towns cannot be 
generalized in the process of construction.Therefore, we should avoid the one-sided pursuit of 
scale construction and neglect the construction and protection of the characteristics of small 
towns. 

(2) A small town with its own characteristics can not only improve its image and 
competitiveness, but also show respect for the original culture and environment, so as to 
achieve a state of sustainable development. 

(3) The planning and development of small towns should be based not only on the 
characteristics of resources, location, industry and economic structure, but also on the 
historical evolution and development status of each town. At the same time, the planning and 
development of small towns should focus on comparative advantages, make full use of 
advantages and avoid disadvantages, highlight characteristics and make efforts on 
"individuality". Cultivate and develop leading industry, choose a way to revitalize the town with 
industry, so as to explore a characteristic development road. 

(4) Correctly understand and grasp the spirit of the urbanization development strategy of 
Zigong, make clear the planning of the construction and development of small towns, and then 
correctly analyze and gradually solve the existing problems in the dynamic development 
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process,which are of great practical significance and practical application value for the healthy 
development of small towns in Zigong and other similar towns. 
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