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Abstract 

Nowadays, with the increasing development of the global economy and the increasing 
frequency of China's diplomatic business, the government departments have attached 
great importance to cultural exchanges between different countries. As a new age group, 
in the process of learning English, college students need not only to learn how to use 
language to communicate, but also to understand the culture behind the language. The 
traditional teaching mode can no longer meet the current theoretical needs of college 
students. Therefore, this paper makes an analysis of the current teaching mode of 
English in Chinese universities from the cross-cultural perspective. It is found that there 
are many problems in the current English teaching mode in most colleges and 
universities, such as the solidification of the teaching mode and the inadequate 
explanations of western culture by teachers in the process of English teaching. As a base 
for training future social talents, universities should attach importance to the cultivation 
and application of intercultural communication in the process of English teaching, and 
innovate a modern English teaching model. 
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1. Background Of The Study 

1.1. Literature review 

Intercultural communication refers to the exchange and interaction between people from 
different countries or different languages. (Liao Lixia, 2015)[1]. Language is the most crucial 
tool for communication between people and the basic bridge for exchanges and cooperation 
between countries. (Zhou Ye, 2016)[2]. Each ethnic group has its own unique linguistic 
characteristics, and each country has its own linguistic characteristics. Only when we truly 
understand the linguistic and cultural characteristics of a country can we correctly interpret 
the deep meaning behind the prophecy (Li Songhua, 2015)[3]. Therefore, it is very important 
to integrate the cross-cultural application into college English teaching. The core value of 
intercultural communication lies in that it can cultivate students'understanding of different 
cultures and let international friends understand the cultural background of China with a 
history of 5,000 years. Contemporary college students should have a fair and friendly attitude 
to understand and accept the cultures of different countries. It can help international friends to 
come to China and live in China, resulting in bad emotions because of cultural differences, and 
for the smooth cooperation of various countries. Peaceful coexistence plays a driving role (Li 
Songhua, 2015)[4]. In language teaching, besides Chinese and English, English is also a very 
important subject. As a tool for people to communicate, English also has its unique cultural 
background and connotation. Therefore, it is of great significance to innovate the teaching mode 
of College English from the perspective of cross-cultural communication (Shan Hongmei, 2016) 
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[5]. Language in any country is a product of its cultural background. Only by integrating culture 
into language can it play its real role. Therefore, based on cross-cultural background, the 
research on innovative methods of College English teaching and implementation path is very 
helpful to promote the development of College English teaching (Sun Wenqian, 2013)[6]. Based 
on cross-cultural background, the research on innovative methods of College English teaching 
and implementation path was very helpful to promote the development of College English 
teaching (Sun Wenqian, 2013)[7]. 

1.2. Purpose of the study 

With the continuous development of China's economy, China's diplomatic business has become 
more and more diversified. Many international friends have also come to China. Many students 
in China have chosen to go abroad for further study. This talent exchange mode has promoted 
China to enter the field of cross-cultural exchanges. Under such circumstances, the Chinese 
government attaches great importance to cross-cultural exchanges (Zhang Guangcui, 2013)[8]. 
What we need to think about is how to innovate the teaching mode of College English in China 
and cultivate more talents with an international vision. As Chinese, we should learn our mother 
tongue, Chinese well, but English, as an international official language, should also be paid 
attention to English learning (Tian Miao, 2012) [9-10]. Although for many people, English has 
been learned since the first grade of primary school, due to the limited learning and teaching 
environment, students can only understand superficial knowledge in writing, the 
pronunciation of English words is not standard enough, and there is still a long way to go from 
communicating with foreign friends in English (Xia Lihong, 2012). As the most active group of 
young people, college students shoulder the hope of the future development of the country. 
They can not only study English in their daily communication ability, but also have intercultural 
communication with international friends. However, due to the lack of novelty in College 
English teaching mode and the solidification of teachers'classroom teaching methods, the 
results of College English teaching are not ideal, and there is no cross-cultural perspective (Zhu 
Xiaochao, 2017). Therefore, by studying a series of problems in College English teaching, this 
paper proposes to innovate the college English teaching mode from the cross-cultural 
perspective. In order to let the Chinese people further understand the culture of western 
countries and promote China's global development. 

2. Deficiencies In College English Teaching 

2.1. Single solidification of teaching model 

 
Figure 1.Traditional Model of College English Class 
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The most typical course in College English class is the "four-step" model. The first step is to 
explain the grammar in English sentences; the second step is to explain the course content and 
translate the course content and learn new words; the third step is to leave homework for 
students to do the corresponding questions after the new course in class; the fourth step is to 
leave homework for students to master and consolidate the classroom content (as shown in 
Figure 1). It seems that there is no problem with this mode, but after all, the teaching mode 
which has been applied for decades has been too backward for Contemporary College students. 
And this too-process teaching mode cannot meet the personalized needs of contemporary 
college students. Under this teaching mode, sketch learns only English, but not its cultural 
background. Therefore, it has a negative impact on the development of College English teaching. 

2.2. Lack of oral English teaching 

At present, traditional and backward teaching methods are still maintained in many college 
classes. In the process of oral English teaching, teachers always use the old method of playing 
recordings and students follow-up through listening to recordings. This kind of English 
teaching method seems very professional. In fact, this kind of English teaching method can't let 
students learn the correct spoken language. In the past, many students who studied English by 
recording teaching have practiced their spoken English into Chinese-style English. In the 
process of oral English teaching, students need not only correct pronunciation, but also visual 
and oral changes. At the same time, teachers should focus on observing whether students'oral 
English expression is correct, so that students can get out of the mode of learning Chinese, 
further understand the western culture, and more need to strengthen oral practice, and 
constantly improve their oral ability. English teachers should pay attention to students'oral 
English expression, test students through small tests, and make good records (as shown in 
Table 1). Using the test method to exercise students'oral ability, and then according to the test 
results, analysis and summary, in view of the existing problems of students for teaching. 
Teachers should pay attention to students'use of spoken English, pay attention to students' 
grammar and expression of spoken English, so that students can understand the cultural 
differences between Chinese and English. Therefore, we should pay more attention to oral 
English and promote the improvement of students'oral ability.  

 

Table 1.Survey of Oral Expressions in Courses 
Oral English Teaching Forms The Way to express Percentage 

Sound recording Listening to class 15 
Video Watching English movies 27 

Oral statement Explain interesting content 36 
Self-introduction. English Self-introduction and Situational Reproduction 22 

 

2.3. English knowledge teaching and listening cannot be accurately combined 

In the process of English teaching, there are usually knowledge points related to the curriculum 
background. When analyzing this knowledge point, students will be told about the differences 
between Chinese and Western cultures and some commonalities, but this shallow explanation 
The cultivation of students' cross-border communicative competence is still far from sufficient, 
which leads to the phenomenon that the students who teach the content of the lectures cannot 
be completely absorbed (as shown in Figure 2). Because when it comes to cultural 
communication with people facing Western countries, people in Western countries will only 
use their own habitual language to tell. Sometimes, people in Western countries will have 
special cultural taboos. Therefore, the only explanation in the classroom can not help the cross-
cultural formation of sketches. Most people in Western countries speak according to local 
language habits and cultural backgrounds. In different environments, the meaning of the same 
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language is different. The teaching of only the second English language does not have to stay in 
the form, but combines the cultural background for teaching and learning. Languages have 
different meanings in a particular context. By teaching cultural background teaching, students 
can form a cross-cultural international perspective to better learn English. 

 

 
Figure 2.Teacher teaching and student acquisition content are not equal 

 

3. The Direction Of College English Innovation From The Perspective Of 
Intercultural Communication 

3.1. English teaching paradigm 

It is not difficult to see from the process of English teaching that the subject of English itself has 
the characteristics of language, but it is different from the attributes of the Chinese language. 
This gives it an independent teaching paradigm compared to other disciplines. The study of 
college English should be based on the characteristics of the teaching paradigm. The English 
teaching paradigm mainly includes teaching concepts, teaching theories and teaching values. 
The uniqueness, limitations and integrity are the diversified expressions of the English teaching 
paradigm. Through the teaching method of teaching paradigm, it deals with various problems 
in the process of English teaching. The teaching paradigm is used as the teaching basis to 
determine teaching methods, teaching indicators, teaching strategies, and teaching tools. It 
helps to promote good interaction between teachers and students in the English class, thus 
adjusting the classroom teaching atmosphere and achieving better English classroom teaching 
efficiency. 

3.2. Intercultural interpretation of English teaching paradigm 

In addition to Chinese, English is the second language discipline in Chinese universities. The 
teaching paradigm applied in Chinese language classes is not suitable for English teaching. The 
teaching paradigm applied in Chinese language classes is not suitable for English teaching. 
However, as a subject of the same kind, there are many similarities between the Chinese 
classroom and the English classroom. The processes are listening, speaking, writing and 
backing. Although we need to understand, memorize and use in the process of learning the 
mother tongue, in addition to the study in the classroom, we live in the context of the mother 
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tongue and are exposed to the mother tongue culture. However, in the process of college English 
learning, this condition is not met, and the English language environment and cultural 
atmosphere can only be created through the cooperation between teachers and students. This 
kind of atmosphere created by oneself is only a simulated phenomenon, and It does not mean 
that the language environment and cultural atmosphere in Western countries do the same. This 
makes the English learning situation of college students more difficult. 

In the innovation work of the college English teaching paradigm, we should focus on cross-
cultural explanations in combination with culture. The English paradigm teaching work, the 
English teacher is its creator and implementer, and the student accepts this participant. There 
are a lot of cultural differences between these characters. Under such circumstances, large 
English teachers need to explain and explain students rationally according to specific situations. 
Teachers should do their homework, deeply understand and master the paradigm teaching, 
analyze the advantages and disadvantages, and learn from each other's strengths and 
weaknesses. Give full play to the role of cross-cultural and teaching paradigms. In the face of 
the innovation of college English teaching paradigm, we must fully understand the cross-
cultural nature of English language, the cross-cultural nature of English teaching, the cross-
cultural nature of English teaching process, and the full English-language cross-cultural nature 
of teachers. 

3.3. Cross-cultural outlook on the “culture-exchange” paradigm 

In the experience of Chinese teaching, the teaching process is actually a process of mutual 
communication between teachers and students, but this kind of communication can only be 
carried out in a few minutes in the classroom. Because of the influence of environment, students 
can only communicate and learn in their mother tongue when they study independently after 
class. This kind of communication needs the corresponding environment and atmosphere.It is 
not difficult to see that English, as a second language subject, does not have the same 
environment and culture as Chinese. Therefore, college English teachers should make full use 
of the Internet platform. Create a good teaching atmosphere in the classroom teaching, in order 
to increase the English communication between the classroom and the students, and adopt the 
Western diverse teaching methods to establish a cultural learning concept. Guided by the 
teaching objectives, students are involved in the simulation scenarios, learning cross-cultural 
knowledge in a specific communication process, just serving the pre-existing knowledge and 
later learning. 

4. Innovative College English Teaching Path From The Perspective Of 
Intercultural Communication 

4.1. Changing the teaching mode of teachers  

English teachers should fully understand the "culture" of social development which includes 
teachers' reflection on themselves and their understanding of the culture needed in the new 
era. In the process of English teaching Chinese learning, fully reflect on the teaching results, and 
through reflection to summarize the way to optimize the teaching mode, English teachers need 
to make full use of scientific tools while improving their teaching methods, and perfectly 
combine humanity and tools. Teachers should make full use of classroom time to interact with 
students and transform more “teaching” in tradition into “interaction”. In the process of English 
teaching, university teachers strive to create a cultural atmosphere. They should not be limited 
to the traditional teaching mode. They should properly carry out the English paradigm teaching 
and the Internet-based "culture-exchange" teaching paradigm. This will not only give full play 
to the value of the Internet, but also stimulate students' interest in learning English and arouse 
students' potential ability. This kind of innovation will provide high value for future teaching. 
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College English teaching should include the analysis of students' intercultural communication 
content, and tell students the meaning of intercultural communication in real life, so that 
students can fully understand the importance of intercultural communication in the 
development of today's society. 

4.2. Using film and television works to cultivate students' sense of language 

In order to effectively improve and develop college students' oral English ability, it is necessary 
to use video and audio forms to show, so that students can learn spoken language through 
listening and appearing. Western film and television work truly reflect the real life of 
Westerners. Students can learn to do authentic spoken language by watching film and television 
works, and can effectively improve students' interest in learning. Through Western TV, they 
can also understand Western cultural habits. In the course of their daily communication, 
learning related grammar, the use of context and the length of the mouth and tone of the 
pronunciation of different words can be learned in the film and television works. In the 
classroom, teachers can let students imitate the dialogue on film and television works and 
encourage students to participate in the classroom. In the English class, students are 
encouraged to communicate in English between students, between teachers, and between 
students and teachers, so that students' oral ability can be better exercised. Teachers guide 
students to discover the different languages of the Western countries and the cultural habits of 
the country from the film and television works, and explain them to deepen the students' 
understanding of the culture behind the language and let them master the communication skills 
of intercultural communication. 

4.3. Emphasis on the teaching content of knowledge and culture integration, 
adhere to a variety of new forms of teaching 

In the content of teaching, strengthen the combination of culture and knowledge, and 
implement a diversified teaching model. In the actual teaching content, we will integrate some 
knowledge related to Western culture, learn more about the culture behind the language by 
learning the English language, and consolidate and apply the knowledge of language structure 
in the culture of English language. In the course of class explanation, college English teachers 
explore the cultural background and value embodied in each content while teaching English 
language structure knowledge. On the one hand, they satisfy the students' demand for 
knowledge, and on the other hand, they are enriched. The cultural connotation of the students. 
In the process of English teaching, we should adhere to the coexistence of English culture and 
mother tongue culture, so that Chinese culture can flourish in the process of English teaching. 
The "culture-communication" style of teaching includes the characteristics of presupposition 
and generativity. English teaching needs to be dynamic. Only in this way can we meet the 
diversified teaching mode and the "communication" teaching needs.  

5. Conclusion 

With the increase of foreign affairs between China and other countries, English has attracted 
widespread attention from social countries. In the process of English teaching and education, 
College students, as the key talents trained by the society, need to have a deep understanding 
of the customs and culture of western countries in addition to learning the most professional 
English language. Therefore, the traditional English teaching methods can no longer meet the 
requirements of today's Society for English talents. In order to cultivate talents that meet the 
requirements of modern society, universities and colleges need to reform the traditional 
teaching mode, innovate new English teaching mode by combining English language teaching 
with cross-cultural communication, and cultivate excellent talents for the development of the 
times. 
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