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Abstract 

With the proposal of "the belt and road initiative", the process of China's opening to the 
outside world is accelerated, which provides convenient conditions for Yunnan's 
characteristic agricultural products to be exported abroad. Yunnan's agricultural 
products export ranks first in the western region, and its export has strongly promoted 
the development of China's agricultural products export. By analyzing the present 
situation of agricultural products export in Yunnan Province, this paper probes into the 
reasons of the problems encountered in its export trade, and then puts forward the 
countermeasures and methods to solve the problems, providing reference for the 
development of agricultural products in Yunnan Province. 
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1. Introduction 

Yunnan Province is located in the southwest of China. The terrain is high in northwest and low 
in southeast. The mountainous area accounts for the vast majority of the total area of Yunnan 
Province. The monsoon climate is remarkable, with small annual temperature difference, large 
daily temperature difference, abundant precipitation and distinct wet and dry conditions. The 
"Southern Silk Road", which once passed through Yunnan in history, is an important hub 
connecting China with Southeast Asia. Under the new historical conditions, Yunnan is also one 
of the key areas of the national "the belt and road initiative" strategy and the construction of 
the Yangtze River Economic Belt. Special geographical advantages provide conditions for 
Yunnan Province to implement the strategy of "going out" of rural agriculture; Unique 
topography and diverse climate types have created abundant natural resources in Yunnan 
Province, and provided unique advantages for the development of agricultural products export 
trade in Yunnan Province. After years of development, Yunnan has become one of the first batch 
of modern agricultural development highlands in China with its unique advantages in climate 
resources and rich varieties of agricultural products. 

2. Analysis on the Present Situation of Agricultural Products Export in 
Yunnan Province 

2.1. Basic situation of agricultural products export 

2.1.1. Export scale 

In the ten years since 2010, the export value of agricultural products in Yunnan Province has 
increased by 3.5 times. Up to now, the export scale of agricultural products is still expanding. It 
can be seen from the data in Table 1 that in 2010, the export value of agricultural products in 
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Yunnan Province was still US$ 1.31 billion, but in 2015, it reached US$ 4.06 billion, with a rapid 
growth rate, which has achieved a three-fold increase. Since 2015, influenced by economic 
globalization, the export value of agricultural products in Yunnan Province began to grow 
slowly and even declined, but the export value of agricultural products in Yunnan showed an 
upward trend in 2019. In 2019, its export value reached 33.12 billion yuan (US$ 4.68 billion), 
breaking through the 30 billion mark for the first time, an increase of 29.0% over the same 
period of last year, and achieving a new high level again. 

 

Table 1 Export scale of agricultural products in Yunnan from 2010 to 2019 

Year 
Exports of agricultural products in 
Yunnan Province (US$ 100 million) 

Compared with the same 
period of last year% 

2010 13.1 34.3 

2011 17.7 35.0 

2012 20.5 16.3 

2013 24.3 18.5 

2014 28.9 18.9 

2015 40.6 40.2 

2016 44.7 10.2 

2017 43.0 -3.8 

2018 38.7 -9.9 

2019 46.8 29.0 

Data source: Monthly Statistical Report on Import and Export of Agricultural Products in China 
by the Ministry of Commerce. 

 

2.1.2. Commodity composition 

Yunnan is known as the "Kingdom of Plants". Due to the special climate and soil conditions, 
there are many kinds of agricultural products. From the perspective of export commodity 
structure of agricultural products, tobacco, fruits and vegetables are the main export varieties, 
and the output of tobacco leaves, coffee, flowers, rubber and other products ranks first in the 
country; The area output of bananas, sugar cane, potatoes and tea all ranks in the forefront of 
the country; The output of cocoons, live pigs, cattle and sheep, and all kinds of fish is the first in 
China. 

In recent years, the export volume of fruits and vegetables in Yunnan has increased, and the 
growth rate of coffee, tea and flowers ranks first. In 2016, Yunnan exported 806,000 tons of 
fruits (including fresh, dried fruits and nuts), reaching 12.39 billion yuan, an increase of 28.7% 
over the previous year, ranking first in the country. In 2019, the export value of agricultural 
products in Yunnan Province reached a new high, and a large number of agricultural products 
such as fruits, tobacco and vegetables were exported, among which the export value of fruits 
reached 1.42 billion RMB, an increase of 23% compared with the same period of last year. 

2.1.3. Regional distribution 

From the perspective of export areas, Yuxi City accounts for more than 50% of the total exports, 
while Kunming, Qujing, Chuxiong and other places have seen steady growth in exports. In 
recent years, Yuxi City, which has built a cold chain and logistics system, has made every effort 
to develop export-oriented agriculture. In 2019, the export value of agricultural products in 
Yuxi increased by 74.2% over the previous year, accounting for 55.6% of the total export value 
of agricultural products in Yunnan Province, ranking first in the province. In 2109, the export 
value of agricultural products in Yunnan Province increased by 38.8% compared with the same 
period of last year. 



Volume 1 Issue 3, 2020 

DOI: 10.6981/FEM.202003_1(3).0006 

57 

Frontiers in Economics and Management 

ISSN: 2692-7608 

2.1.4. Market structure 

With the development of economic globalization and the support of national policies, the export 
quantity of agricultural products in Yunnan Province has been increasing. The market share in 
other countries is getting higher and higher, and the competitive advantage is becoming more 
and more obvious. According to China Customs statistics, during the Eleventh Five-Year Plan 
period, a total of 111 agricultural exporting countries and regions introduced Yunnan's export 
commodities. Among them, the export volume in ASEAN, Europe and Japan has exceeded 60% 
of the total export volume of agricultural products in Yunnan Province. In the first 10 months 
of 2019, ASEAN countries imported 16.9 billion yuan of agricultural products from Yunnan, an 
increase of more than half over the previous year. The export of agricultural products in Yunnan 
Province has reached a very high value in the ASEAN market, reaching more than 65% of the 
total export volume of Yunnan Province, so ASEAN occupies most of the export share of 
agricultural products in Yunnan Province. 

2.1.5. Mode of trade 

The export trade of agricultural products in Yunnan Province is mainly general trade, but there 
are also some small-scale border trade, bonded logistics export trade, special customs 
supervision trade and so on. The general trade of agricultural products in Yunnan Province is a 
common way of export trade, and only in a few cases, other trade modes will be adopted. In the 
first two months of 2019, Yunnan Province exported agricultural products in the form of 
general trade, and its turnover reached 3.55 billion yuan, accounting for 97% of the province's 
total agricultural products exports. It can be seen that the general trade mode is widely used in 
the export mode of agricultural products in Yunnan Province. 

2.2. Changes in exports of agricultural products 

2.2.1. The export volume of agricultural products is increasing 

In recent years, the export trade of agricultural products in Yunnan Province has increased at a 
relatively stable speed. From 2010 to 2019, the total export of agricultural products in Yunnan 
Province increased significantly. Through continuous efforts, the export trade volume 
increased by 3.37 billion US dollars from 2010 to 2019. In 2012, the provincial agricultural 
products exceeded $2 billion for the first time, and the total export value reached $2.05 billion. 
With the development of "the belt and road initiative", the export value of agricultural products 
in Yunnan Province increased by 3.16 billion U.S. dollars from 2010 to 2016, achieving a 3.4-
fold increase, and the export value of agricultural products achieved a huge leap. In 2019, the 
export value of agricultural products in Yunnan Province exceeded 30 billion yuan for the first 
time and reached a new high. Agricultural products have gradually become a large-scale 
agricultural industrial system in Yunnan Province, which has promoted the growth of the 
national economy of the whole province and increased the fiscal and agricultural income. In the 
first ten months of 2019, the total export value of agricultural products in Yunnan Province 
reached 25.99 billion yuan, an increase of 29% over the same period of last year. The export 
value of agricultural products in Yunnan Province has reached more than 30% of the total 
export value of all products in Yunnan Province. It can be seen that the export of agricultural 
products has occupied an increasing proportion in the export of total products in the province. 

2.2.2. The number of agricultural exporting countries has increased 

Yunnan took advantage of the opportunity of "the belt and road initiative" strategy, established 
friendly and cooperative relations with more than 100 countries and regions, and carried out 
RMB cross-border business in these countries and regions, and achieved good results. 
Southeast Asia is still the main import area of Yunnan vegetables, accounting for the vast 
majority of Yunnan's total exports. Among them, Thailand, Japan, Vietnam and Malaysia have 
gradually become the major exporters of agricultural products in Yunnan Province. 
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2.2.3. Yunnan's agricultural exports account for an increasing proportion of the 
country 

With the encouragement and constant adjustment of national policies, the export of agricultural 
products in Yunnan Province accounts for an increasing proportion of the export of agricultural 
products in China. From 2010 to 2016, Yunnan's agricultural exports accounted for 6.16% of 
the country's exports from the initial 2.68%, making great progress. In 2019, the export value 
of agricultural products in Yunnan Province accounted for 5.92% of the national export value, 
which was higher than that in 2017 and 2018. Generally speaking, with the increasing export 
of agricultural products in China, the growth rate of agricultural products in Yunnan Province 
has become faster and its proportion is getting higher and higher. 

 

Table 2 Yunnan's agricultural exports accounted for the national proportion from 2010 to 
2019 

Year 
Yunnan Agricultural Products 

Export Value (US$ 100 million) 
National agricultural exports 

(US$ 100 million) 
Proportion of% 

2010 13.1 488.8 2.68 

2011 17.7 601.3 2.94 

2012 20.5 625.0 3.28 

2013 24.3 671.0 3.62 

2014 28.9 713.4 4.05 

2015 40.6 701.8 5.79 

2016 44.7 726.1 6.16 

2017 43.0 751.4 5.36 

2018 38.7 793.2 4.88 

2019 46.8 791.0 5.92 

Data source: Monthly Statistical Report on Import and Export of Agricultural Products in China 
by the Ministry of Commerce. 

3. Problems of Agricultural Products Export in Yunnan Province 

3.1. Single product structure and low added value 

    The main agricultural products exported by Yunnan are fruits, vegetables, coffee and tea. 
However, most of the exported agricultural products are primary agricultural products with 
low added value and low export profits, which are seriously affected by national policies. 
Relatively speaking, many agricultural products in Yunnan Province are still in the primary 
processing stage, and the level of finishing is relatively low. As a result, the export volume of 
products is large, but the price is low and the profit is low, so the international competitiveness 
of agricultural products in Yunnan Province is limited to a certain extent. At present, traditional 
methods are still used in agricultural production in Yunnan Province, that is, household 
production is difficult to manage in the production process, which cannot be effectively 
controlled, and it is difficult to ensure the average quality of agricultural products. In addition, 
most private enterprises are the main export enterprises of agricultural products in Yunnan 
Province, but few of them have high popularity among private enterprises. Because the 
industrial chain is inconsistent, it is a product with low added value. Due to the special situation 
of "four in one" integrating border, nationality, poverty and mountainous areas, Yunnan 
Province still has a long way to go in agricultural science and technology innovation, 
informationization and intelligence. 
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3.2. Concentration of export market 

The export countries of agricultural products in Yunnan Province are too concentrated, which 
can easily lead to the export of agricultural products relying too much on ASEAN. However, 
when there are economic problems in these countries, the export of agricultural products in 
Yunnan Province will also be affected. Under special circumstances, it may cause huge losses. 
In addition, the relative stability and excessive concentration of the export market will easily 
lead to the lack of progress and enthusiasm of agricultural products export enterprises, relying 
solely on the existing market and giving up exploring new markets, resulting in the lack of 
extensive markets and the loss of agricultural products export opportunities. Moreover, many 
countries in the world have also targeted the export of agricultural products in the ASEAN 
market, which will increase the competitiveness of products, improve the export requirements 
of agricultural products, and increase the export difficulty. This will probably lead to the 
situation that our agricultural products are not competitive enough and are eliminated by the 
market. Due to the failure of competition, it is easy for us to lose the existing market, and the 
export of agricultural products is time-sensitive, which will inevitably bring losses that are 
difficult to budget. 

3.3. Brand advantage is not obvious 

Under the modern economic situation, it is undoubtedly a wise choice to establish product 
identification system and implement brand strategy. There are many varieties of characteristic 
agricultural products in Yunnan, but only "Yunyan", "Yunhua" and "Yuncha" are well-known 
brands of agricultural products. In recent years, Yunnan provincial government and relevant 
departments have made great efforts to build agricultural products brands, and selected a large 
number of advantageous and characteristic agricultural products brands, but they are all 
regional brands in the province, which are limited to the province or a certain region in the 
province. Moreover, when agricultural products are exported, most of them are publicized and 
exported through enterprise brands. In the process of trade, the overall image of Yunnan 
agricultural products has not formed, and these public brands have not formed competitive 
advantages and price advantages, thus restricting the development of agricultural products 
economy. 

3.4. Impact of technical barriers to trade 

The agricultural products exported by Yunnan are mainly labor-intensive products, and there 
are few products with high added value and high technical content, which are vulnerable to 
technical barriers to trade. In addition, in recent years, there are many problems in Chinese 
agricultural products enterprises all over the world, and the international requirements for 
Chinese agricultural products export are getting higher and higher. In 2017, there were 303 
enterprises and 787 kinds of products obtained effective green food certification, which is quite 
different from the Yunnan provincial government's proposal of "making every effort to build a 
world-class green food brand". This also led to the agricultural products of Yunnan Province 
entering the markets of Japan, South Korea, the United States, Europe, the Middle East and other 
countries and regions, which did not show the green and ecological advantages of Yunnan 
agricultural products, and were restricted in price, thus being at a disadvantage in the export 
trade of agricultural products. In addition, the agricultural product market supervision system 
in Yunnan Province is very complex, and the planning economy is strong, including agriculture, 
development and reform commission, commercial, industrial and commercial, supply and 
marketing departments, and there is no clear comprehensive management organization and 
relevant policies and regulations. Agriculture, industry and commerce are separated, and 
production, processing and sales are out of touch. The management authority for the quality 
and safety of agricultural products belongs to multiple departments, and there are various 
management and uncertain authority and responsibilities. To a certain extent, there are 
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management inconsistencies, fractures and vacuum problems, which make it difficult to form a 
coordinated and effective operation mechanism. 

3.5. The epidemic has affected the progress of export trade  

At the end of 2019, novel coronavirus broke out in Wuhan. Due to the infectious nature of the 
virus, as of April 2020, there were 185 patients in Yunnan Province. During the epidemic period, 
many foreign trade orders were rejected, and agricultural products were also confronted with 
export difficulties, which had a great impact on export trade. A large number of agricultural 
products from Yunnan Province have been donated to Wuhan market, and a total of 12,000 tons 
of agricultural products have been donated since February 26, 2020 to stabilize the market 
during the pneumonia epidemic in COVID-19. An epidemic has affected the economic 
development of many industries, and the export of agricultural products has been blocked, 
which has caused many farmers to suffer huge economic losses and seriously affected the 
progress of export trade. 

4. Study on the Export Countermeasures of Agricultural Products in 
Yunnan Province 

4.1. Upgrade the industrial structure, extend the industrial chain and carry out 
deep processing 

The first is to increase the technical content of products and promote industrial upgrading. On 
the basis of developing traditional fine processing industry, Yunnan agricultural export 
enterprises should adopt agricultural products with plateau characteristics, promote the deep 
processing of agricultural products, and improve the technical content and added value of 
export agricultural products. In addition, agricultural export enterprises must actively 
introduce advanced technology, develop new products with independent intellectual property 
rights, and improve the technical content and added value of exported agricultural products. At 
the same time, through independent innovation, secondary innovation, introduction, digestion 
and other strategies and business models, we can continuously improve our ability to master 
core technologies and give full play to the inherent resources and location advantages of 
Yunnan Province. 

Secondly, pay close attention to the deep processing of agricultural products and promote the 
intensive development of the industry. Yunnan agricultural products export enterprises must 
vigorously develop agricultural products processing industry, in order to improve the export 
competitiveness of agricultural products. Establish agricultural products cooperative 
organizations to improve farmers' production and life; Develop the construction of leading 
enterprises and promote the intensive development of industry. At the same time, it is 
necessary to establish an agricultural product information network, track the transportation of 
agricultural products in real time, reduce unnecessary circulation links, reduce logistics costs, 
strengthen the development of cold storage and preservation technology, expand the 
agricultural product industry chain, and help Yunnan agricultural products develop intensively 
and professionally. 

Finally, strengthen the support and guidance of industrial policies. Industrial policy is 
indispensable in industrial development. Yunnan government should pay more attention to the 
development of agricultural products industry in Yunnan Province, and conduct a lot of 
research and field investigation on this basis, effectively formulate relevant industrial support 
policies, and cultivate and strengthen the layout of long-term industrial chain and high value-
added products through relevant policies. In project application, the leading agricultural 
enterprises with strong market competitiveness and great brand influence carry out precise 
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and in-depth processing of agricultural products, develop intelligent equipment based on 
information, and continuously improve the deep processing level of agricultural products. 

4.2. Promote trade cooperation and open up export markets 

As the main export market of agricultural products in Yunnan Province, the over-concentration 
of the market will often increase the export risk of agricultural products. Over-reliance on the 
ASEAN market leads to the direct impact on the export of agricultural products in Yunnan 
Province once the ASEAN economy has problems, which increases the international risk, which 
is very unfavorable to the export of agricultural products. Therefore, on the basis of the existing 
market, we should continue to expand new markets, actively develop trade cooperation with 
Europe, Japan and the United States, and explore new markets such as the Middle East, Africa 
and Latin America, so as to implement the diversified development strategy for the export of 
agricultural products in Yunnan. 

First of all, make use of regional advantages to expand the international market of agricultural 
products. Yunnan is located in the southwest of China, bordering Myanmar, Laos and Vietnam, 
and facing Singapore, Malaysia and Thailand. Since ancient times, it has been a gateway 
between China, Southeast Asia and South Asia, with a superior geographical position and vast 
domestic and international markets. China's "the belt and road initiative" strategy promotes 
Yunnan's opening to the outside world, and makes its internationalization level constantly 
improve. Yunnan should actively participate in regional economic cooperation such as 
Bangladesh-China-India-Myanmar Economic Corridor and ASEAN Free Trade Area to expand 
foreign markets. 

Secondly, strengthen regional economic and trade cooperation and actively organize 
enterprises to participate in international trade exhibitions and expositions. Through brand 
promotion and publicity, the international popularity of Yunnan's agricultural products will be 
improved, so that more enterprises and more countries can learn about Yunnan's agricultural 
products. The agricultural products of Yunnan Province can go out and seize the international 
market, which will promote the development of China's export trade and promote the rapid 
growth of China's economy. 

4.3. Cultivate leading enterprises and build their own brands 

1.Cultivate leading enterprises in the export of agricultural products. The government should 
introduce specific policies and measures to provide policy support for some agricultural 
products enterprises with large export volume, clear industrial advantages and good 
development prospects, and train them as major enterprises. Through the support of major 
enterprises in the industrialization of agricultural production and the reorganization of major 
enterprises, enterprises are urged to realize complementary advantages, become bigger and 
stronger, introduce policies to encourage insurance companies to contact with major 
enterprises, encourage insurance companies to expand the insurance coverage of major 
enterprises, and improve their competitiveness and risk awareness. 

2.Develop characteristic agriculture and build the brand of superior agricultural products. 
Building a world-class "green food brand" is a strategic plan for Yunnan Province to realize 
agricultural transformation and upgrading. To improve the export competitiveness of Yunnan 
agricultural products, we must establish the image of green ecology of Yunnan agricultural 
products and build Yunnan agricultural products brand with domestic and international 
market competitiveness. 2. Relevant departments should formulate an industrial brand 
development plan, starting from the overall industrial development plan and product 
construction measures, and give financial and policy support to leading agricultural enterprises 
or other new agricultural business entities with certain development foundation and market 
prospects. Through a series of high-quality and excellent-quality "cloud system" and "Yunnan 
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brand" agricultural products such as cloud tea, cloud flower, cloud coffee, cloud fruit and cloud 
vegetable, they will go abroad and go to the world 

4.4. Strengthen the quality supervision of agricultural products and break 
through the bottleneck of export 

In recent years, technical barriers to trade have become a new problem in international 
agricultural trade, which in turn has become a bottleneck restricting the export of agricultural 
products in Yunnan. Technical barriers to international trade have increased the difficulty of 
exporting Yunnan agricultural products, and weakened the export competitiveness and 
advantages of Yunnan agricultural products. Technical barriers to trade management The 
government should actively analyze the current situation of international technical barriers to 
trade, establish an appropriate data early warning and prevention mechanism, speed up the 
improvement of the supervision system of the planting, processing and export of agricultural 
products, and always pay attention to the changes of international technical barriers to trade, 
so as to adjust the corresponding policies and improve the production standards of agricultural 
products in Yunnan Province. It is also possible to provide training on technical barriers to 
trade for the industry on a regular basis through the Agricultural Products Industry Association, 
so as to give full play to its role as a link. In addition, Yunnan Province can also sign cooperation 
agreements on agricultural products quarantine with relevant countries or regions, and 
establish a perfect mechanism for inspection, so as to improve the quality and safety of 
agricultural products, establish a perfect image of Yunnan agricultural products, and enhance 
the export competitiveness of Yunnan agricultural products. 

First of all, it is necessary to establish a quality standard system of agricultural products export 
that conforms to the international market. Standardized quality system is very important for a 
country's export of agricultural products. Malaysia, Singapore and other countries have 
implemented the advanced standards of developed countries or regions in the import of 
agricultural products. However, the lack of systematic quality inspection standards is the main 
problem in Yunnan's agricultural export trade. The quality of agricultural products can not 
meet the requirements of importing countries, which restricts the development of agricultural 
export trade. Therefore, we should learn from these countries, take the international quality 
standard system as a reference, establish a set of agricultural product export quality standard 
system which is suitable for China's agricultural products export and synchronized with the 
international market, and update it in real time to prevent a series of problems such as outdated 
standards, backward technical indicators, poor pertinence and poor operability, and implement 
relevant policies and methods to solve the problems encountered as soon as possible and 
improve the practicability of quality inspection standards. 

Secondly, the state should formulate relevant laws and regulations and strengthen the quality 
supervision of agricultural products. Relevant management institutions should uphold the 
responsible attitude, strengthen the inspection and supervision of agricultural products, and 
implement various management measures. We should take good measures at the source, set up 
testing institutions for the planting, production, processing, transshipment and export of 
agricultural products, standardize the production and operation activities of individual farmers 
and enterprises, and fundamentally prevent unqualified agricultural products from flowing 
into the market, so as to improve the quality of export agricultural products. 

Finally, constantly improve the management level of agricultural enterprises, promote 
international standards, and establish a standardized agricultural product production 
supervision and management system. At the same time, the standardization work keeps pace 
with the times. Due to the changing external environment, the company timely checks the 
standards, updates and improves the standard system, and ensures the advancement of 
standards. In addition, enterprises are encouraged to participate in the certification of 
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international agricultural trade quality inspection system, obtain the "export" of Yunnan 
agricultural products from the international market, and incorporate quality supervision into 
all stages of agricultural products export and distribution. Specifically, a standardized 
management system called "Seed to Table" will be formed. 

4.5. Be prepared for danger in times of peace and develop long-term trading 
partners 

With the development of epidemic prevention and control, the progress of spring ploughing 
and preparation in Yunnan Province is good. The enlightenment of this epidemic to Yunnan 
agricultural products trade is as follows: First, we should be prepared for danger in times of 
peace, the export market should not rely too much on ASEAN region, develop more long-term 
trade partners, and conduct export trade under guaranteed conditions. With the rapid 
economic development in the Internet era, the traditional marketing model has fallen behind 
and cannot meet the needs of social and economic development. Therefore, cross-border e-
commerce can be used to broaden sales channels, so as to attract more businesses to trade and 
develop long-term cooperation. With the help of the power of Internet in the era of e-commerce, 
developing e-commerce export trade of agricultural products will become an important way 
for sustainable development of Yunnan agricultural products export trade. 

5. Summary 

The special natural conditions of Yunnan Province provide guarantee for the development of 
agriculture, and its agricultural products export is far ahead in the west, which also makes great 
contributions to China's agricultural products export. However, the export of agricultural 
products in Yunnan Province is affected by many factors, such as product structure, export 
market, brand disadvantage, technical barriers to trade and epidemic situation. Therefore, we 
should take measures such as upgrading industrial structure, opening up export markets, 
cultivating leading enterprises, building our own brands, strengthening quality supervision, 
and developing long-term trade partners, so as to effectively improve the export trade of 
agricultural products, better promote the progress of agricultural products export trade in 
Yunnan Province, and finally promote the development of China's agricultural products export 
trade.  
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