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Abstract 

As one of the oldest ethnic groups in China, Kirgiz's earliest records can be traced back 
to "kuikun" in Historical Records. Since then, there are records in historical books of 
successive dynasties, but the names are different. In the kirgiz creation legend, Adamu 
and Ava, the human ancestor created by Allah whose son Nuh's third son gave birth to 
Qin, Turk (Turkish), Mongolia and other sons. The Turkic and Mongol tribes lived by 
hunting and herding, while the Qin dynasty lived by raising silkworms and producing 
silk, and the Kirgiz were the descendants of Turkic. From the legend, we can infer that 
the kirgiz ancestors had an understanding of the surrounding ethnic groups, such as Jian 
Kun in the Han Dynasty, Li Gus in the Tang Dynasty, Cherigis in the Yuan Dynasty, and 
Brot in the Qing Dynasty. Thus, this is a culturally rich and diverse minority. 
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1. The history of Kirgiz 

As one of the oldest ethnic groups in China, Kirgiz's earliest records can be traced back to 
"kuikun" in Historical Records. Since then, there are records in historical books of successive 
dynasties, but the names are different, such as Jian Kun in the Han Dynasty, Li Gus in the Tang 
Dynasty, Cherigis in the Yuan Dynasty, and Brot in the Qing Dynasty. 

The appearance of chienkun, the ancestor of the Kirgiz nationality, must have been recorded 
earlier than in the historical records. We may know something about the history before that 
from the national legends and myths. Schlat's The Records of History records the life of Wugus 
Khan. He is considered to be the ancestor of all the Turkic nationalities. He conquered various 
countries, and his descendants differentiated into different nationalities. Although it seems to 
be far-fetched today, it makes us realize how fickle the feature of nomadic groups separation 
and unification is. In tribal times, every tribes are at the behest of the strong power, and 
sometimes when a powerful tribe arose, each tribe will name them with its name. 

In the Kirgiz creation legend, Adamu and Ava, the human ancestor created by Allah whose son 
Nuh's third son gave birth to Qin, Turk (Turkish), Mongolia and other sons. The Turkic and 
Mongol tribes lived by hunting and herding, while the Qin dynasty lived by raising silkworms 
and producing silk, and the Kirgiz were the descendants of Turkic. From the legend, we can 
infer that the Kirgiz ancestors had an understanding of the surrounding ethnic groups and their 
ways of production. For example, the "Qin" of silkworm rearing may be China, and being 
brothers with Mongolia and Turkic also shows that Kirgiz is a mixed ethnic group, which lies 
between Donghu group and Turkic group. 

The earliest settlement of the Kirgiz is located in the upper reaches of the Yenisei River. In 
addition to archaeological discoveries and documents, their legends also mention that the 
ancestor of the Kirgiz lived near the "Aynesei" River, which is the mother river of the Kirgiz. 
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With the rise of the Xiongnu Empire, Jiankun also attached to the Xiongnu. The Xiongnu is not a 
single country composed of Xiongnu people, but a combination of many tribes. These tribes 
called themselves Xiongnu when the Xiongnu was strong. 

It is said in the Summary of Wei that Jiankun had 30,000 brave soldiers which showed that 
Jiankun's strength had been enhanced at that time. After Wei and Jin Dynasties, the 
communication between the Central Plains and the western regions was blocked because of the 
change of dynasties in the Central Plains. Jiankun was not seen in historical books until the rise 
of Turks. The Turkic wooden Khan "broke through the Dada in the west, eliminated Khitan in 
the East, annexed Jiegu in the north, and conquered the countries outside the Great Wall." At 
this time, the Jiegu was already an independent country, otherwise it would not have been 
joined by the Turks. The means of the Turkic conquest of the Jiegu was both military conquest 
and marriage, and the Kirguises had brought grain to the Turks, which shows that the 
agriculture of Kirguises in this period developed to some extent. 

The relationship between Kirguises and Turks is not unchangeable, and With the decline of The 
Turkic power, Kirguises was sometimes subject to the West Turkic, and sometimes to the Xue 
Yantuo Khanate to protect themselves, but the rise of the Tang Dynasty changed the political 
pattern of the western regions, gave Kirguises a chance to grow, and opened the history of 
friendly exchanges between the two countries. 

In 632 A.D., Emperor Taizong of Tang sent Wang Yihong, an officer of Yanshi, to Kinguises. At 
that time, the Tang Dynasty had just conquered the eastern Turkic Khanate and had a great 
impact on the western regions. Therefore, it was natural that Shougus admired the powerful 
national strength of the Tang Dynasty. In the 17th year of Zhenguan, Kirguises sent envoys to 
pay tribute to mink. In the 22nd year, Kirguises Khan personally went to Chang'an to meet 
Emperor Taizong of Tang Dynasty, and was warmly welcomed. He was greatly moved. He said 
that the reason was that Zhiwat of Tang Dynasty was appointed general of Zuotun Wei and 
governor of Jiankun. From then on, the influence of Tang Dynasty expanded to Yenisei River 
Basin. 

During the 45 years from the 22nd year of Zhenguan (648) to the end of the second year of 
longevity (693) of the Tang Dynasty, the economic and cultural exchanges between the two 
countries developed greatly. The Tang Kaiyuan Tongbao unearthed in Minusinsk can prove that 
the Tang Dynasty and the Kirguises had commercial exchanges. 

In addition to commercial exchanges, cultural exchanges between the two countries can not be 
ignored. In the second year of Jinglong reign of emperor Zhongzong of Tang Dynasty, when he 
hosted a banquet for Jiankun envoys, Emperor Zhongzong of Tang Dynasty said: "the Kingdom 
(Jiankun) shares the same clan with our country, but not with other countries." 

In the fourth year of Emperor Xuanzong's reign of Emperor Xuanzong of the Tang Dynasty, the 
Tang Dynasty allied itself with Kirguises for the second time. The expedition here was a great 
success. The Tang army killed the Turkic silent Khan, and the strength of the Turks was greatly 
reduced, which created opportunities for the rise of Huihe. In the process of fighting against 
Turks, Kirguises also strengthened its strength and laid a foundation for the rise of the 
Dayangasi Khanate in the future. 

The rise of Huihe Khanate cut off the relationship between Tang Dynasty and Kirguises. "In 
Qianyuan Dynasty, Kirguises was defeated by Huihe, so it failed to connect with China." 
However, the resistance of Kirguises never stopped. It waged a 20-year war with Huihe and 
won many victories. For "20 years in a row, Huihe was defeated." When Huihe sent envoys to 
seek peace, Khanate said arrogantly, "I will take your Jinzhang." Jinzhang is the residence of 
Huihe Khan, which shows that Ajer is quite domineering. In 839 ad, in the fourth year of 
Kaicheng, when Huihe was hit by natural disasters, Kirguises united with five tribes to invade 
and destroy Huihe. After the destruction of Huihe, Kirguises Khanate became the overlord of 
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Mobei. It should be noted that at this time, Kirguises Khanate was a five tribe alliance Khanate. 
In addition to Kirguises, there were Tatar, Khitan, Xi and Shiwei, the political system of five 
nationalities There is a great deal of instability, and the foundation of the Khanate is very fragile. 
In 845 A.D., the fifth year of Huichang of Tang Dynasty, the Tang Dynasty officially canonized 
Kirguises Khan as the hero, Wu Mingcheng Khan, and also served as a cavalier on the right 
sandal. However, before the canonization was carried out, it failed because the five part alliance 
had already broken down. The reason for its breakdown came from incident of the capitulation 
of E’Nian to Xi. E’Nian was the brother of Khan Wu Jie of Huihe, and after Wu Jie was killed by 
minister Yi Chuo, he was elected as Khan, E’Nian capitulated to Xi, one of tribe of the five tribes, 
Kirguises invited the Tang army to attack the Xi, E’Nian was defeated, then he turned to the 
Shiwei, General Zhang Zhongwu of Tang commanded Kirguises to attack the Shiwei, so that the 
Shiwei and Kirguises became enemies, which resulted in the alliance collapse. Kirguises paid 
too much attention to the destruction of Huihe, and even fought with the alliance. However, the 
declining Tang Dynasty skillfully took advantage of this point, annihilated Huihe without 
bloodshed and divided the alliance. After the decline of Kirguises, the Tang Dynasty transferred 
to Huihe to the west, which showed the decline of Kirguises. From the end of the Tang Dynasty 
to the five dynasties, Kirguises may have been divided into two parts, each of which has its own 
king in Qierges and Qianqianzhou. Khitan, who has long been the master of Kirguises, has had 
an indelible impact on Kirguises, and Kyrgyz still calls China кытаи", the transliteration of 
Khitan. Khitan called Kass, Khitan's rule of Kirguises can not only be found in the history books, 
such as "the northwest of the country into the Kass ." It can also be found in the famous Kirgiz 
epic Manas. In Manas, Khitan is called "Kataitun ", and the hero Manas has fought with Kataitun 
many times, reflecting the struggle of the Cannes against the oppression of Khitan. Also in this 
long turbulent years, the Cannes people are gradually divided into two parts, one is still in the 
Yenisei River Basin, the other is gradually migrating to the Tianshan Mountains, and the 
Kirguises people who remain in the Yenisei River Basin are today called the Hakas. 

In 1124, Khitan was attacked by the Jin Empire, on the verge of extinction, the royal family of 
Jerus stone and Liao Tianzuo emperor separated, independently became as king and led the 
western expedition. After passing through the territory of the Cannes, he broke out a war with 
them ," they (Khitan) arrived in the country of Kiligis, to attack the tribes there...... His next step 
is to send troops to the land of the Gigiri people ." From then on, Cannes was subject to the 
successor of the west Liao Dynasty. 

The Mongolian ruling period is the key period for the formation of the unified Gilgith, and it is 
also a period of turbulence and war in the history of Gilgith. The war between the Gilgith and 
the Mongols occupies an important space in Manas. Here is a brief description of the tribes that 
will be in contact with the Gilgith. 

Mongolia, as mentioned above, is a very inclusive nomadic group, the Mongolian tribe was 
originally one of the Mongolian tribes, and the various tribes are juxtaposed. After the Mongol 
tribe of Genghis Khan became strong, the tribes called themselves Mongolia. After the founding 
of the Mongolian people, the scope of the Mongolian people expanded. All the Simon ancient 
people in Xinjiang, Qinghai and Yilati were divided into Mongols, but in Russia they were called 
the Kalmek. Kiyarti, the name may be a little strange to the Chinese, but their other name may 
be known to many ," Vara ". Kiyarti is a strong opponent of the Ming Dynasty, the ancestor of 
the Wara, and is also the nation who produces great and famous Khan such as Yesen Khan, 
Gushi Khan, Kaldan and other famous Khan. While talking about Kiyarti, there are detailed 
records in the Collection of History ," The residence of these tribes is the Eight Rivers... into the 
Qian River ." It can be seen that the tribe and the of Qierges are neighbors, one living in the 
lower reaches of the Yenisei River and the other in the upper reaches. They often fight with 
Mongolia. After Genghis Khan called Khan, he conquered the Khan. 
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After subjugating to Mongolia, the tribe participated in the expedition of the eldest son of 
Genghis Khan and expanded the power to the residence of the Gilgith. Since then, a continuous 
war between Gilgith and the Kiyarti began. 

Although he was subject to Mongolia, he sometimes launched a rebellion. Genghis Khan sent his 
eldest son to fight against Gilgith, because they did not send troops to assist Genghis Khan, and 
they were in disorder with his department. From the cold winter of the Yenisei River, Chih 
launched a crusade to smooth out the latter division of Gigiri. It can be seen that Gilgith and 
Kiyarti were not always hostile relations, and sometimes they united to fight against common 
enemies. 

After the establishment of the Ming Dynasty, the Mongolian Empire was divided into two parts: 
east and west. The former strong Mongolian Empire ceased to exist, and Gilligith was under the 
jurisdiction of Simon Guwara. This period is the formation of the Kirgiz, the original scattered 
Gilgith tribe gradually gathered to form the main body of today's Kirgiz, in the struggle against 
Wara, the national meaning of the Gilgith gradually strengthened. From Manas, we can learn 
some of the history of communication between Wara and Gilligith, such as the war around 
Beijing after the change of civil castle, which was adapted into Manas' s expedition to Beijing 
and the capital of Aishan Khan. 

During this period, with intermarriage, language blending and commercial exchanges the 
communication between the Warra tribe and the Gilgith tribe continued to deepen. The 
protagonist, Janger, in the famous epic Jangar of the Vetra people, and Manas, the protagonist 
in Manas, once fought for many times, holding the feeling of heroic pity. 

The late Ming Dynasty was another period of great turbulence in Chinese history, and the 
communication between Qierges and the outside world increased with the changing situation. 
Some external things were introduced into Qierges. Some changes can be seen in Manas ." The 
tobacco leaves on the Tangurba tobacco pot are as big as a sheep head ." It can be seen that this 
period of creation should be in the late Ming Dynasty, because tobacco was introduced to China 
in the Ming Wanli period, and the introduction of the region must be later ," Guri Jolao...... Take 
the musket from the tent stand ." It can be seen that at this time the firearm has been introduced 
into Qierges , the form of war has also changed. 

In 1644 A.D., Li Zicheng's peasant uprising army occupied Beijing, the capital of the Ming 
Dynasty, and established Dashun kingdom. The collapse of the Ming Dynasty triggered a great 
change in the political situation in East Asia. When the Qing army was busy in seizing the world, 
the northwest Junggar Khanate was also unifying the various parts of weitla, and the last glory 
in the history of nomadic people was about to be staged. 

2. The development of Kirgiz’s legend 

At this time, Qierges was not only suffering Junggar oppression, but also facing the aggression 
of Russia, In 1628, the tsarist settlers built the Krasnoyarsk castle, located in the Yennese River 
basin, a move that was protested by Junggar khan monks, who considered the Yennese Kyrgyz 
to be his own people, and encouraged the Kyrgyz to fight against Czarist Russia, After the 
Krasnoyarsk Castle was built, Kyrgyz troops attacked its suburbs every year and besieged the 
castle more than once. 

As a result of the oppression of the Junggar Khanate, Kyrgyz, Kazakh and other nationalities 
rose up to resist, effectively weakened the Junggar Khanate. Some Kyrgyz herdsmen moved to 
Andijan to avoid years of war until the 22nd year of ruling of Qianlong, the Qing army destroyed 
Junggar, and the Kyrgyz people who moved west returned to their hometown. Since then, the 
Kyrgyz people began to attach to the Qing Dynasty, which was called Brute. 

It is an important event in the history of Kyrgyz to attach to the Qing Dynasty, and we cannot 
overlook it. In the 23rd year of Qianlong reign, general Zhaohui, who pursued the rest of Junggar, 
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went to the border of the Kyrgyz people and sent envoys wuerjin and tuoluntai to appease the 
brute people, and successively appeased the five brute tribes to surrender. In the 24th year of 
Qianlong's reign, Xibulut was also subordinated, and all tribal leaders were granted official 
positions. 

Brute's attachment to the Qing Dynasty is not only because of the prosperity of the Qing Dynasty, 
but also a means of self-protection of the weak brute nationality. At that time, Haohan Khanate 
and Russia both planned to invade, so they could get the protection of Qing Dynasty. "During 
twenty-seven years, all the Hubei tribes of Ajibi were disturbed by Kokand Khan, and the 
Xinjiang minister gave them back." It can be seen that at this time, the Qing Dynasty still had a 
lot of prestige, it forced the invasion of Kokand to retreat just with a command. 

As to why the Qing Dynasty later lost Brut, the reason is not difficult to imagine, the internal 
factor is the decline of the Qing Dynasty's national strength, the selection of officials are mostly 
incompetent, or even kill good and are meritorious. After Qianlong’s reign, the border officials 
led mediocre people and failed to control them properly, which often led to changes." There are 
the following events to illustrate it, first, the Ziya Dun incident. Ziya Dun is an imam of the 
Uyghur nationality. He was angry and called hundreds of Brutes to revolt because of rejection 
of his request to move his wife and house. After being arrested, he was executed. At this time, 
the people in Qing Dynasty also felt that the handling was mishandled and greatly disappointed. 

Second, Sulanch, the leader of Brutes, joined The rebellion of Zhanger, but was berated by the 
Qing officials, so he turned to Zhanger with anger. Minister Seyan led his troops to fight against 
the rebels. Instead of destroying the rebels, he killed more than 100 brute civilians, which 
deepened the resentment of the brutes in the Qing Dynasty. 

The external factor is the invasion of Russia and its fighters Kokand. People of Kokand are brave 
and good at fighting. When the Qing Dynasty was powerful, Kokand was able to bow to the 
throne. After the decline of the Qing Dynasty, Kokand began to show his ambition. First, they 
sent Zhang'er to invade, then they fell out with Zhang'er. In Xinjiang, they fought each other. 
After the first invasion failed, Kokand tangled with thousands of Brutes to invade. At this time, 
some of the Brutes had abandoned the Qing Dynasty and returned to Kokand. As a result, they 
were defeated by the Qing army and fled in confusion. In the 11th year of Daoguang, Kokand 
heard that the Qing Dynasty would send large troop to suppress, so they quickly regained his 
official position and paid tribute. Compared with Russia, Kokand's threat is not that serious. 
Russia's aggressive ambition has never subsided, and its orderly implementation has caused 
serious harm to China. In 1864, in the third year of the Tongzhi reign of the Qing Dynasty, the 
tsarist Russia and the Qing government signed a treaty on the northwest boundary between 
China and Russia, which occupied 440000 square kilometers of Northwest China. Although the 
people of all ethnic groups in Xinjiang were filled with indignation and bravely resisted the 
invasion, the Qing government was afraid of the enemy and retreated again and again.” The 
Tsarist Russian negotiators saw through the weakness and incompetence of the Qing 
government, and he, like  lion, opened his mouth and took away the land equivalent to an area 
of Heilongjiang Province in China. From then on, majority of the land of the Kyrgyz was occupied 
by Russia, and only 9, 000 families remained in China. The originally complete Kyrgyz people 
was divided into two parts and embarked on different development paths. 

In 1944, the Kirgiz, Uygur, Kazak and other people of all ethnic groups in Xinjiang took part in 
the revolution of the three regions and fought against the Kuomintang reactionaries. The Soviet 
Red Army officer, the Kirgiz ethnic Ishhak Burke became one of the revolutionary leaders, but 
unfortunately, he died in 1949. After the founding of the People's Republic of China, the Kirgiz 
people have moved towards new development path, got rid of the national oppression in the 
past and lived a happy life. This ancient nation has opened a new chapter in history, and the 
song of Manas will be sung among the Kyrgyz. 
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3. Conclusion 

As one of the oldest ethnic groups in China, Kirgiz's earliest records can be traced back to 
"kuikun" in Historical Records. Since then, there are records in historical books of successive 
dynasties, but the names are different. In the kirgiz creation legend, Adamu and Ava, the human 
ancestor created by Allah whose son Nuh's third son gave birth to Qin, Turk (Turkish), Mongolia 
and other sons. The Turkic and Mongol tribes lived by hunting and herding, while the Qin 
dynasty lived by raising silkworms and producing silk, and the Kirgiz were the descendants of 
Turkic. From the legend, we can infer that the kirgiz ancestors had an understanding of the 
surrounding ethnic groups, such as Jian Kun in the Han Dynasty, Li Gus in the Tang Dynasty, 
Cherigis in the Yuan Dynasty, and Brot in the Qing Dynasty. It can be seen that this is an ethnic 
minority with rich culture and diversity. 
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