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Abstract 

The post station staff is a special group in Daqing area, which has a history of nearly 300 
years. It has formed its own unique culture of dress, food, housing and transportation. It 
is an important part of Daqing regional culture. The establishment of the post station, 
the formation of the station staff, the food and drink, the housing, the clothing, the 
custom and the dialect all embody the rich and colorful culture of the station staff. 

Keywords 

Daqing Area; The Post Station Staff; Culture. 

1. Establishment of the Post Station 

The post station is the station on the ancient post road, also known as the post house. In the 
middle of the 17th century, the tsarist Russia took the opportunity of the Qing army's large-
scale entry into the pass and weakened the northeast border defense, invading Heilongjiang 
River Basin and seizing Nebuchu, Yaksa and other places. At that time, the Qing government 
used the main force to solve the internal contradictions and was unable to strengthen the 
northeast border defense. It was not until the 20th year of Kangxi's reign (1681) that the “San 
fan Rebellion” was pacified and Taiwan was captured in 1683, which made the domestic 
situation stable. The Qing government began to strengthen the northeast border defense and 
counterattack tsarist Russia’s invasion. Kangxi went back to Beijing after reviewing the 
geographical situation of the Songhua River and the Wu La Yu Village (today’s Wula Street) in 
Jilin, and summarized the reasons why the Tsar’s Russian invasion failed to win in the past 
(1652 and 1658). It was considered that the traffic jam was not conducive to the centralized 
transfer of troops, and the information was not good enough, which was not conducive to the 
command of the war. As a result, preparations for fighting against the invasion of the tsarist 
Russia were resumed. Garrison troops were set up in Aihui. The border guards were 
successively set up in Heilongjiang City, Hulunbeir, Qiqihar and Mohr Gen. In 1685, Ming’ai, the 
Minister of the vassal court, was ordered to set up a post station from Mohrgen to Yaksa which 
was more than 1700 li from Jilin (Wula) to Aihui. There were 25 post stations, and the station 
staff was responsible for delivering documents, decrees, memorials, escorting officials, 
transporting grain, and transporting soldiers. Each post station was given about 20 horses, 
about 30 farm cattle and 20 to 30 strong men. Later, it was called the post station staff. Maoxing 
station in Zhaoyuan County was the first post station from Jilin Province to Heilongjiang 
Province on the other side of Songhua River, and directly led to Aihui city. In 1735, Yongzheng 
opened the border platform from WuLanNuoer (Xinzhan Town of Zhaoyuan County) to Hulan 
on the ancient post road, with 6 stations. In fact, those who go from Hulan to Qiqihar can go 
straight from Boerjihatai (Toutai Town, Zhaoyuan County) to Ulan Nuoer station, without 
taking a detour to Maoxing. 

These two post roads played an important role in fighting against foreign invasion in Qing 
Dynasty. During the two-year battle of Yaksa, the military information and war report of 6000 
Li could be sent to Emperor Kangxi in half a month. 
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Heilongjiang not only opened up the road between the General and the garrison of the vice 
capital city, but also strengthened the ties with Beijing and Shengjing. There are five roads 
leading to Beijing. The first is Aihui to Beijing Road; the second is Qiqihar to Beijing Road; the 
third is zhuketei to Beijing Road; the fourth is Caodi to Beijing auxiliary road; the fifth is 
Maoxing to Faku road. By the end of Qing Dynasty, ten post roads were opened up. 

In November 1906, the Qing government abolished the post station and the border platform, 
and set up the Bureau of literature and newspaper. These ancient post roads ended the mission 
of road and horse relay and opened a new chapter in history. 

2. Composition of the Post Station Staff 

Some of the people who set up the post station came from the criminals who fought against the 
Qing Dynasty because of the “Literary Inquisition” during the reign of Kangxi. Another part is 
the remnant of Wu Sangui. They were all under the Han Army banner (the new Han Army). 
After the Qing Dynasty calmed down the “San Fan Rebellion”, they were exiled to Jilin and 
Heilongjiang areas as slaves or sent to Biantai, and the post station served as a stationman. The 
poem said: “In the starry night, the mountain passes through the ancient road, and Yunnan is 
far away from Nenjiang.” Most of them were Han people, and they were the main part of the 
origin of the post station staff in Heilongjiang Province. The third part was allocated or 
recruited locally, the number of which was very small. After the eighth son and ninth son of 
Emperor Kangxi of Qing Dynasty were suppressed by Yongzheng, their descendants were also 
mixed up in the post station staff and exiled to the northeast. During the reign of Emperor 
Qianlong, they were granted the surname of “King Huangdai”. In order to avoid the court’s 
struggle, they did not return to the capital and continued to live in the present Maoxing station. 

Most of the station staff were Han people, but a few of them were Dahuer and Miao people. Most 
of their descendants were from Maoxing to Aihui and from Toutai to Xinzhan and Hulan. After 
the establishment of the post station, there were more men and fewer women in each post 
station. The Qing government planned to give 30 liang of silver to the unmarried men to buy a 
wife. If they couldn’t get married there, the consulting and reporting department would buy 
them one after another and send them to the other place, so that the spouses of the station staff 
could be solved. The main purpose was to keep the post unblocked, strengthen the border 
defense and consolidate the political rule of the Qing Dynasty. 

After they were assigned to the post station, they were all incorporated into the eight banners 
of the Han Army, and “the three prohibitions” were also stipulated for them. One was not 
allowed to be an official (the most important one was the station’s leader and supervisor), and 
the pen stick style (Wailang), Matou. Second, the imperial examination was not allowed (only 
in the late Qing Dynasty was it allowed to take part in the college examination held at the county 
level to obtain the scholar). Third, it was not allowed to leave the post station for a hundred 
miles, otherwise it would be regarded as treason and death penalty. 

They were given out a few food rations. Later, they could open up the wasteland and cultivate 
on the land around the station. They were self-sufficient and did not pay taxes. When the station 
was first set up, most of them lived in temporary shelters or cellars, and then gradually built 
houses.  

3. The Diet of the Post Station Staff 

There were some similarities between the diet of the post station staff and the local Mongolian 
People’s diet. They also drank black tea and milk tea, and they also eat handlebar meat and 
drink Shaojiu. The difference is that they brew reed wine at home and cook more dishes on the 
table. 



Volume 2 Issue 1, 2021 

DOI: 10.6981/FEM.202101_2(1).0033 

237 

Frontiers in Economics and Management 

ISSN: 2692-7608 

At first, buckwheat was the main food, because buckwheat was easy to grow. Later, people 
began to plant millet, corn and sorghum. Only with buckwheat, People could make more than 
20 kinds of delicious food, such as buckwheat steamed dumplings, buckwheat noodles, 
buckwheat pimple soup, buckwheat cakes buckwheat residue and so on. When the new year’s 
pigs were killed, the pigs’ blood cakes made of buckwheat flour mixed with pigs’ blood, fat oil, 
onion, ginger and other ingredients were purple and black. They could be served as staple food 
or as dishes with wine. Buckwheat residue was made of buckwheat flour, and could be served 
as the main food, but also could be served as dishes (cold dishes). 

For staple foods such as millet, the post station staff had more cooking methods. It is said that 
the “rice bag” that people like to eat now is the evolution of the post station staff’s eating method. 
In spring and summer, people were busy farming. They wrapped millet with cabbage leaves, 
some green onions, and sauce to the field to eat with both hands. This way of eating evolved 
into what we eat today. 

In daily life, the post station staff was very particular about eating. Three meals a day couldn’t 
be separated from the table pressing dishes. Generally, there are 4 small dishes, including leek 
flower, pickled cucumber, mustard shreds and green onion, with a dish of sauce on it. If the 
conditions were good, you could serve 8 table pressing dishes. The more dignified the guests 
were, the more dishes they would have. All the small dishes should be cut into shreds and placed 
neatly. The post station staff didn’t eat raw sauce. The raw sauce should be soaked in oil. 

In the first lunar month, every family fried “melon seeds”. The melon seeds were not sunflower 
seeds, but they fried the pickles for the first lunar month. Generally, the meat pheasant, hare, 
pigeon and so on was chopped up together with salted cucumber, and then sprinkled with 
perilla oil or sesame oil. In the first lunar month when people were tired of eating greasy fish 
and meat, eating a few mouthfuls of “melon seeds” was really appetizing. 

4. The Housing of the Post Station Staff 

Although the post station house was made of soil, its appearance was that there were no eaves 
on the left and right sides of the house. The four corners of the house cover should be built into 
a tall and straight shape. Inside the house, chicken oil fried pepper is used to wipe the door, the 
window purlins, and the pot board bright. Every family has a pot of white soil to brush the stove 
wall in time to keep it beautiful and clean. The pigsty and chicken coop were built by the gable 
in the west of the house. Below was the pigs’ nest, and the top was the chicken rack. Add a ridge 
on the chicken rack, and you could go to the house along the pigsty. The dogs’ nest was built in 
the east of the house, and the warehouse was also in the East, not far from the house. The reason 
why the dog house was in the East was that both men and women worked in the field during 
farming, and only dogs were left to watch the house. Because the door was not far from the 
warehouse, the dog could look at the two doors. 

The reason why they added a ridge on the chicken rack was that people could step up to the 
roof of the house to see where the bandits came from. The other owners went out to work. If 
they came back late, the family members could go to the top to have a look. 

More than 40 years ago, people’s houses were basically the same pattern, with the Kang 
opposite the north and the south. All the houses opened from the east or west. Due to the 
shortage of housing at that time, the two families lived in two or three rooms. Between the two 
families, some are brothers and elders, while others are relatives and neighbors. Generally 
speaking, the elder or the elder brother live in the east house, the younger or the younger 
brother live in the west house. The elders slept on the South Kang and the younger generation 
slept on the North Kang. 
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There was also a lot of attention to the curtain. Most people used blue curtains. Some were 
embroidered with flowers, birds, fish and lotus, and some were embroidered with mandarin 
ducks. However, the curtains of the second marriage families were red. 

5. The Dress of the Post Station Staff 

In summer, both men and women, old and young, liked to wear white clothes. The top was tight 
and thin, and the bottom was short and fat. In particular, women wanted to comb their hair 
smooth and shiny, and also put hairpins and flowers. However, no matter when they went to 
the fields or did housework, they were generally barefoot. Therefore, there was a saying that 
“The post station staff trims their heads but not their feet.” The winter clothing was similar to 
the local Mongolian people’s dress. They generally wore leather jacket, leather pants, with feet 
wearing felt shoes. No matter in winter or summer, they rode horses instead. 

The post station staff’s clothes were clean and tidy. Not only men and women wore different 
clothes, but also wore different seasons. 

In summer, most people wore straw hats and small cloth shirts, also known as small coats or 
sweat collapses. They wore wide legged trousers. If possible, they should wear leggings. When 
working in the field, they tied large towels around their waists, which could not only wrap bread 
but also wipe sweat. 

In winter, they wore felt hats and the ears of the hats were made of dog, rabbit and sheep skin. 
They had big blue cotton padded jacket and cotton trousers. The rich wore “white stubble” 
sheepskin jacket, and the cotton padded jacket was wrapped in two circles with the waists of 
Citi cloth. The poorer people tied hemp ropes. 

Women didn’t wear short clothes. Their clothes were short and wide robes. The white neckline 
was mainly green and blue. The cuffs, necklines and skirt edges of the robes were embroidered 
with various patterns. There were many requirements on the hem of women’s long gowns. In 
the past, the hem of Hanfu in Fengyang, south of the Yangtze River, was longer. In the period of 
the Republic of China, the lower hem had the lapel, but it was different from Manchu’s 
cheongsam. The lower hem of Manchu’s cheongsam was over the thigh, but the lower hem of 
the long gowns was about 15 cm. 

Women, no matter they were young or old, should dress up carefully when they went out. The 
daughter-in-law who was going to get married should wear a bun and a hairpin. If possible, they 
should comb their heads in Beijing style. All the clothes of men, women, old and young, 
including shoes and socks, were sewn by women with their hands. 

6. The Custom of the Post Station Staff  

The post station staff usually liked to sing folk songs, which was pure Yunnan and Guizhou style. 
This custom disappeared in the 1960s with the death of the last singer Zhang Wen. 

Women did not bind their feet. 

The post station staff was similar to the Mongolian people, and they used horses instead of 
walking in winter and summer. 

The marriage custom of the post station staff was that it was a common phenomenon that two 
cousins married in person, which was mainly caused by the Qing government’s forbidding 
people to intermarry with ethnic minorities. There were some unique rules for men and women 
to get married. If a girl left the house, her mother would have to give her a “four happiness hat” 
no matter how poor she was. The bridegroom went to the bride’s door and began to call. After 
entering the door, he would grab the sedan chair, that is, the bride sat with face in, and the 
groom grabbed the bride to get off the sedan chair. After getting off the sedan chair, the bride 
should “sit luck” by putting an ax under her buttocks. If a man’s family married a wife, it was to 
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invite all the relatives, sisters in law, uncles, etc. to the table. The elder asked whether the 
banquet was strict. If the other party agreed, you could start the banquet, otherwise you 
couldn’t. Serving the dishes should be with the same number of dishes and bowls. The new 
daughter-in-law wanted to get off the kang, she must be pulled by a little brother-in-law. The 
new bride stood on both sides of the door, only allowing others to look at her, and she could not 
look up at others. On the afternoon of the first day, after the guests and friends left, the 
immediate relatives all sat on the Kang. 

The bridegroom and the bride stood in the middle of the ground and bowed to their elders 
(called changing the greetings). They bowed to the grandfather, grandmother, parents, uncles 
and aunts one by one, which was called “divide the size”, and the elders gave different gift 
money. The aunt who had daughters and sons got ready the quilts for the new couple. Red dates 
and chestnuts were placed under the four corners of the mattress, which was called “zaolizi”. 
They also needed a younger brother and sister who were about 10 years old to sleep on the top 
of the Kang.  

The custom of the post station staff on the Dragon Boat Festival was brought by the first batch 
of people who stood at the beginning of the establishment of the station in 1685, the 24th year 
of Kangxi reign of the Qing Dynasty. It was mainly manifested in three steps in a day. First, 
prepare hunting equipment, such as bows and arrows, guns, and tools for climbing trees to poke 
bird’s nest before the festival. At the dawn of the Dragon Boat Festival, crows were hunted and 
killed in the big trees in the wild. The killed crows were everywhere in the forest and grassland, 
and they were allowed to rot. If visitors encountered them, they had to kick them. This custom 
had become an unsolved mystery since it was lost in the Japanese puppet period in the 1930s. 

Every family should go to the field to collect Artemisia argyi and branches in the early morning. 
After tying paper gourds, cloth bags, cloth people, hand-held brooms and other things, they 
hung on the eaves of doors and windows. They also washed their bodies with mugwort water, 
and women also inserted mugwort leaves into their hair. Children’s arms were tied with 
colored silk, or colored dragons made of sorghum stalks, etc. 

It was quite similar to the antiphonal songs in Yunnan. After breakfast, men and women, old 
and young, began their outing. In particular, young men and women in groups brought holiday 
food to the woods, the banks, the mountains to pick flowers, sing songs, and play in the green. 
Sometimes men and women were divided into two groups, singing to each other, laughing one 
after another, echoing in the mountains and forests, and sometimes chasing each other. This 
was the happiest day of the year for both men and women, and most of the young men and girls 
in their prime years had made lifelong love. 

7. The Dialect of the Post Station Staff 

The ancestors of the station people came from Yunnan in the early Qing Dynasty. They lived in 
different stations with a distance of about 70-80 Li. It was located in a sparsely populated area. 
It was surrounded by weeds and smelly of chickens and dogs. Under the strict constraints of 
the Qing Dynasty, they lived a closed and poor life, thus forming some traditional Bai People’s 
living habits and dialect accents. Up to now, people over 60 years old, especially the rural 
elderly, still maintained their special accent and oral language dialect. 

Part of the post station staff’s dialect is transformed from Manchu and Mongolian. Most of them 
came from Yunnan Province and had been stationed in Liutiao, Liaoning Province for many 
years. The dialect of the post station staff was a kind of language which took the northern 
Mandarin as the main body and took all kinds of vocabulary into consideration. It fully reflected 
the track of the continuity, integration and development of language, and also confirmed the 
historical facts of the national integration of the Chinese nation. 



Volume 2 Issue 1, 2021 

DOI: 10.6981/FEM.202101_2(1).0033 

240 

Frontiers in Economics and Management 

ISSN: 2692-7608 

The post station staff was the first Han nationality to immigrate to the Mongolian Nomadic land 
in Heilongjiang Province. It had a history of more than 300 years. The post station staff created 
their own culture on the road of survival and development with a special group. It is this culture 
that maintains and guides the journey of their own group. The most obvious cultural heritage 
that is preserved is the fine tradition of their own dialect, pronunciation and family hierarchy 
ethics. It has played an important role in improving and enhancing regional civilization and 
survival consciousness. 
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