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Abstract 
The announcement system of national audit results is an important path for national 
audit to promote the modernization of national governance,it refers to a system in which 
the national audit institutions disclose the audit results and audit decisions to the public 
through certain media and correct and implement the problems found through the 
supervision of public opinion. As a supervision and restriction mechanism, the 
announcement system of national audit results can truly realize the democratic 
supervision role of national audit only by enhancing its transparency. But at the same 
time, the announcement system of national audit results is not perfect, and its role is 
difficult to play. This paper reveals the current situation and main problems of China's 
national audit results announcement system, and then puts forward some suggestions 
to improve it. 
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1. Introduction 

Today, with the rapid development of social economy, the pace of democratic process is also 
moving forward, citizens' democratic consciousness is increasing, national anti-corruption 
governance and corruption supervision are increasingly put on the agenda, and the national 
audit results announcement system is an important means of government audit supervision. 
The announcement system of audit results not only helps to improve the transparency of 
government work, but also strengthens the public's supervision of audit results and improves 
the public's participation. Actively establishing and improving the disclosure system of audit 
results is the requirement to promote China's social and economic development and the 
construction of socialist democracy and legal system. 
The objectives of the 14th Five-Year Plan and the plan mentioned at the Fifth Plenary Session 
of the 19th Central Committee to be achieved by 2035 all show that the improvement of 
national economic development and governance capacity is still the main theme of national 
development in recent years. However, in terms of the current development, China's national 
audit results announcement system has not achieved the ideal operation effect in practical 
work. 

2. The Current Situation of the Announcement System of National Audit 
Results and the Main Reasons for the Problems 

2.1. The Number of Audit Result Announcements Shows an Upward Trend, but 
the Proportion is Still Low 

As shown in Table 1, according to the announcement of data released by the National Audit 
Office, the Audit Office is increasing the number of announcements of audit results year by year, 



Volume 2 Issue 12, 2021 

DOI: 10.6981/FEM.202112_2(12).0038 

289 

Frontiers in Economics and Management 

ISSN: 2692-7608 

and since 2003 to 2017, the publicity of audit result announcements in China has shown an 
increasing trend year by year (of which, 2014 was somewhat down compared to its previous 
year and the year after).As of March 2021, the latest version of the China audit Yearbook is 2018 
edition. The data show that in 2017, the National Audit Office generated 143 audit reports and 
special audit investigations, and announced 32 to the public, accounting for about 23%. The 
total number of local audit institutions nationwide was 156237, and 12930 were released to 
the public, less than 9% of the total. 
 

Table 1. The Number of Audit Result Announcements Issued by the National Audit Office 
from 2003 to 2017 

 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Year 1 7 5 6 5 12 15 24 39 36 31 22 34 31 32 

2.2. The Provisions of the Audit Law on Announcement of Audit Results are Not 
Clear 

Article 36 of the Audit Law amended in 2006 provides that "audit institutions may notify the 
relevant government departments or publish the audit results to the public." Article 33 of the 
Implementation Regulations amended in 2010 provides that "audit institutions may notify the 
relevant government departments or publish the special audit investigation results of the 
auditee to the public on relevant audit matters". That is to say, the provisions on the disclosure 
of audit results basically belong to arbitrary norms, which can be ruled by the relevant audit 
institutions on their own, and are not mandatory. According to this provision, the 
announcement of audit results has become the authority of the audit institution rather than its 
responsibility, which greatly increases the randomness of the operation of the audit results 
announcement system in the implementation. And a series of methods and specific guidelines 
issued subsequently still do not clearly describe the announcement process and methods, and 
there are still some problems in practice. 

2.3. Restricted by the Confidentiality System, the Publicity Degree of Audit 
Results is Difficult to Measure 

China's relevant laws and regulations not only give audit institutions the right to disclose audit 
results, but also prohibit audit departments from disclosing state secrets, trade secrets and 
personal privacy due to the restriction of confidentiality system. However, there is no clear limit 
on the measurement standard of disclosure of secrets. Up to now, the state has not issued clear 
provisions on the scope and degree of disclosure of audit results, which makes it difficult for 
audit institutions to grasp the degree of disclosure. Once the published contents and fields 
touch state secrets, relevant departments will bear great responsibilities, which increases the 
risk of audit institutions to disclose the audit results, resulting in low willingness of audit 
institutions to disclose audit results. 

2.4. The Way of Announcement of Audit Results is Single 
There are two main ways for the audit office to issue announcements. One is the announcement 
and interpretation section of the audit office in the official website, where you can view all audit 
announcements issued by the audit office. The other is through books and newspapers, such as 
China Audit Yearbook and China audit daily. At present, the audience of the paper version is 
almost only researchers, and the electronic version is difficult to appear in the mainstream 
media for the public. 
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2.5. Lack of Independence of Audit Institutions 
Restricted by the current administrative audit leadership system in China, both supervisors and 
supervisees are led by government departments, and the government's internal supervision 
color is strong. The normal announcement of audit results by audit institutions depends on the 
face of the government. Therefore, the original review, supervision and guidance functions of 
audit institutions are difficult to play normally, resulting in poor independence of audit 
institutions. The disclosure of audit results is under the direct control of the government. Once 
the interests of government departments are threatened by some audit results, the government 
will have the opportunity to use its position to prevent the disclosure of the results, interfere 
with the progress of related audit work, and even tamper with the audit results, which makes 
it more difficult for audit institutions to disclose them. 

2.6. The Audit Accountability System has not been Standardized 
In terms of the current laws and regulations in China, the provision of the audit accountability 
system is not perfect. The relevant laws and regulations do not make clear provisions on how 
to investigate the responsibility and what kind of accountability should be imposed on the 
specific personnel subject to accountability. It is also not clearly stated how auditors should 
conduct fair, open and impartial investigations in the audit work. This has formed a certain 
obstacle to the smooth implementation of the subsequent announcement of audit results. 

2.7. The Announcement of Audit Results by Audit Institutions is Timing, and 
the Publicity Time is Lagging Behind 

On the whole, the audit office has a certain timing in the choice of the announcement time of 
audit results. In order to reduce the negative impact caused by the announcement of audit 
results and reduce the public's attention to the audit results, audit institutions usually choose 
to publish the announcement of audit results together with major national economic, political, 
cultural and other events, rather than publish the audit results in time after discovering the 
audit results, so there is a certain lag, failed to let the public know the audit results at the first 
time. 

3. Suggestions for Improving the Announcement System of National Audit 
Results 

3.1. Increase the Number of Audit Result Announcements and Enrich Their 
Contents 

In view of the small number and scope of audit results published by China's audit office, 
relevant departments and personnel shall supervise the audit office to expand the scope of 
audit result announcements in strict accordance with the relevant provisions of the Audit Law , 
focusing on foreign investment audit, financial audit, government responsibility audit and 
economic performance audit, increase the number of announcements ,constantly enrich the 
contents of announcements, and appropriately increase the number of announcements of  
national economy and people's livelihood, environmental protection, anti-corruption and other 
projects according to the focus of people's attention, so as to make the public have a more 
comprehensive and thorough understanding of audit work. 

3.2. Issue Mandatory Laws and Regulations Related to the Announcement of 
Audit Results to Ensure the Implementation of the System 

In view of the lack of strong legal constraints for the announcement of audit results in China, 
relevant departments should introduce some mandatory provisions as soon as possible. The 
provisions of the Audit Law on the disclosure of audit results by audit institutions should be  
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revised from "can be made public" to "must be made public", and the disclosure of audit results 
by audit institutions should be regarded as their obligation rather than their right, so as to 
ensure that China's audit result announcement system has laws to rely on and make up for the 
loopholes that lead to less disclosure or even non disclosure of audit results due to lack of 
evidence in this field. 

3.3. Improve the Provisions of Relevant Laws and Regulations on 
Confidentiality System 

In view of the unclear provisions of relevant departments on the confidentiality system in the 
process of audit result announcement, the newly issued relevant legal documents should define 
it in detail, clarify the specific content and degree of disclosure of audit result announcement in 
the field of confidentiality, so as to increase the operability of legal regulations. 

3.4. Broaden the Way of Audit Results Announcement 
At present, the channels for information disclosure related to audit results are relatively limited. 
The audit authority should make full use of the advantages brought by the new media, using 
various media network resources for public supervision of the audit work, and publish the 
recent audit results at any time, so that citizens can better understand the audit work and 
broaden the effective channels for the public to monitor the audit results. The rational use of 
news release channels with large audiences , such as micro-blog search, WeChat official account 
and news mobile phone application, can not only increase the social influence of audit, but also 
provide a suitable pressure for the quality of audit work, so as to achieve the goal of improving 
the announcement system of audit results in China. 

3.5. Reform the Current National Audit System and Enhance the Independence 
of Audit Institutions 

Restricted by the current administrative audit leadership system in China, the independence of 
audit institutions is poor. In view of this, China should make appropriate reference to the 
German auditing system on the basis of combining the current actual national conditions. Under 
Germany's system, the Federal Audit Chamber is an independent government audit institution, 
which is not subordinate to any other administrative organ and is only bound by law. China 
should also appropriately increase the independence of audit institutions to ensure that they 
are in an independent position and can work independently without being restricted by 
government departments. 

3.6. Establish and Improve the Audit Accountability Mechanism 
In view of the lack of relevant contents of China's current audit accountability mechanism, the 
legislative department should strive to establish a scientific and comprehensive audit 
accountability mechanism based on China's current actual national conditions, refine the 
specific contents and procedures of the accountability system, making it more practical in 
practice, so as to organically integrate the audit results with the accountability mechanism, and 
establish a national audit results announcement system based on effective accountability. 

3.7. Improve the Timeliness of Audit Results Announcement 
In view of the timing of auditors' announcement of audit results, individuals or departments 
responsible for issuing audit results announcement errors or not in time should be accountable 
so as to reduce the number of centralized announcement of audit results announcement. Clarify 
the responsibilities according to the accountability results, and take corresponding measures 
to deal with relevant departments and personnel. Take this opportunity to promote the 
announcement of audit results to get rid of the lag and move towards timely and normalization, 
so as to improve the quality of audit result announcements. 
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3.8. Increase the Utilization of Audit Results 
According to the guidance of "broken window effect theory" and "synergy theory", in order to 
maintain the good operation of China's audit result announcement system for a long time and 
give full play to the constructive role of audit institutions in maintaining the national economic 
order, the key lies in increasing the utilization of audit result announcement results and giving 
full play to the role of the system in standardizing the economic order, avoiding low-quality 
audit in repeated trial and repeated offense, and then forming "audit immunity", so as to 
improve China's audit result announcement system. 
Relevant departments should vigorously popularize the relevant knowledge of audit to the 
audience so that they can better understand the audit result announcement and enhance the 
two-way interaction between audit institutions and the audience of audit result announcement. 
Audit institutions shall organize special institutions to widely collect, adopt and sort out the 
feedback of the public on the announcement of audit results, and retain useful information, 
which shall be taken as the guidance as the starting point for adjusting and revising their future 
work ideas, improve the deficiencies in their work, and use public opinion to react on the 
reform of the mechanism, so as to achieve the goal of improving China's audit results 
announcement system. 
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