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Abstract 
Marx's Theses on Feuerbach is a bud of the formation of the new world outlook of Marxist 
philosophy. Although it is a thousand word essay, it has a very high position in the history 
of thought. An in-depth study will help to accurately grasp the connotation of Marx's 
thought and practice in the 21st century. This paper analyzes and studies the writing 
background of the Theses on Feuerbach, expounds the specific economic background, 
political background and ideological development process of the formation of Marx's 
new world outlook, expounds and interprets the specific content of the concept of 
practice in the Theses on Feuerbach, and finally discusses the historical and practical 
significance of the Theses on Feuerbach. Reviewing and studying the outline in the new 
era will help us correctly understand the dialectical relationship between practice and 
theory, deeply understand the standard of practical truth, and generally grasp the 
methodological value of Marxism. 
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1. Introduction  

The outline of Feuerbach is one of the programmatic documents of Marxist philosophy, which 
marks the formation of the basic thought of Marxist philosophy. Marx was deeply influenced by 
Hegel's philosophy in his early years, and then turned to materialism under the influence of 
Feuerbach, but he was dissatisfied with Feuerbach's humanistic materialism, such as ignoring 
social practice, talking about human essence and preaching of love. The outline of Feuerbach is 
an outline written to deeply criticize Feuerbach's philosophy and draw a clear line from it. 
Marx's Theses on Feuerbach has 11 articles in total. Its basic idea is to emphasize the 
significance and role of social practice in understanding and transforming the world, clarify that 
the viewpoint of practice is the basic viewpoint of Marxist philosophy, and point out that the 
fundamental defect of all old materialists, including Feuerbach, is that they do not really 
understand the significance of social practice, This leads to the negative and intuitive theory of 
reflection and historical idealism. The viewpoint of practice is the clue that runs through the 
whole article and the central idea and soul of the article. The practical viewpoint contained in 
Marx's Theses on Feuerbach is of great significance to human progress and social development. 

2. The Writing Background of the Outline about Feuerbach 

The outline of Feuerbach was written by Marx in 1845. It is the product of a specific historical 
era. It was highly praised by Engels and called "the first document containing the germination 
of genius with a new world outlook". To accurately grasp its essence, we must put it back into 
the historical background at that time. Only in this way can we deeply understand why Marx 
carried out the reform of the world outlook in the book and deeply grasp the revolutionary 
significance of this new world outlook to the real world. 
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2.1. Economic Conditions 
Industrial Revolution first took place in Britain in the 1860s. By the 1830s, Germany also began 
the process of industrial revolution. This industrial revolution, which replaced manual 
technology with large machine industry, had a great impact on the mode of production and 
lifestyle of capitalist countries at that time. The use of large machines for production and the 
rapid development of technology have greatly improved the productivity of capitalism. The 
industrial revolution began with the cotton textile industry in Britain, from spinning machine 
to steam engine, and the production also realized the transformation from workshop handicraft 
industry to machine industry. This change of production mode first promoted the development 
of light industry, and then led to the development of transportation industry and heavy industry. 
"Socialized machine production increased the labor productivity by 10 times or even 100 
times". The productivity created by capitalism in the short period of its rule has changed the 
development process of the whole world. 
The contradiction between the great improvement of capitalist productivity and closed 
production relations makes capitalist economic crises occur frequently. With the continuous 
advancement of the industrial revolution, the capitalist productivity has been continuously 
expanded, and the socialization of production is the inevitable trend of the development of 
capitalism. However, in terms of production relations, capitalist countries still adhere to private 
ownership, which will lead to the fact that the capitalist production relations can not 
accommodate the socialized development of productivity, it is this contradiction between 
productivity and production relations that makes the economic crises of capitalist countries 
occur frequently. 

2.2. Political Conditions 
From 1930 to 1940s, the workers of Lyon, France, the Charter movement of Britain and the 
uprising of textile workers in Silesia, Germany marked that the proletariat stepped on the 
historical stage as an independent political force and put forward its own independent political 
status requirements. From the beginning of the industrial revolution, the contradiction 
between the proletariat and the bourgeoisie gradually expanded. At that time, workers were in 
a vulnerable situation. Even if they resisted, they would eventually succumb to the authority of 
capital. This resistance was only the "silent" resistance of the proletariat and did not get on the 
right track. In the early 19th century, under the Enlightenment of utopian socialism, the 
proletariat had higher political consciousness than before. During this period, trade unions and 
workers' political parties began to sprout. They organized strikes, demonstrations, mass 
meetings and armed uprisings until the "three workers' uprisings" failed continuously, they 
began to realize the conservatism and utopianism of utopian socialism. Utopian socialism only 
stays on the theory of being divorced from the masses and revolutionary practice. The lessons 
of the failure of the proletarian revolution mean that this class urgently needs the guidance of 
correct revolutionary theory. Different from other socialist theorists, Marx personally 
participated in the revolutionary struggle of the proletariat and consciously stood on the side 
of the proletariat in revolutionary practice. He personally realized the urgency of establishing 
revolutionary theoretical guidance for the proletariat. The importance of practice explained in 
the Theses on Feuerbach and the viewpoint on human liberation are the summary of his 
historical experience in the practice of proletarian revolutionary struggle. 

2.3. Ideological Conditions 
If we want to establish a new world outlook, we must eliminate the influence of all old 
philosophies, which is a very long process. Under the influence of the youth Hegel School and 
the youth Marx, the youth Hegel movement has become the realistic soil for the growth of 
Marx's humanistic theory. The young Hegelian school inherited Hegel's spirit of freedom. When 
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the real freedom suppressed the ideal freedom, they advocated to transform this unreasonable 
world, but only used words to liberate the world. Young Marx grasped the core task of the young 
Hegelian school, but he did not agree with their way to change the world. Recognizing this, he 
decided to go his separate ways with the young Hegelian school. Later, under the influence of 
Powell, Marx began to contact Feuerbach's thought, and then began to criticize Hegel with the 
help of Feuerbach, which was a major change in Marxist philosophy. Until the writing of the 
holy family, Marx and Engels mainly pointed to Hegel's speculative philosophy. However, in less 
than half a year, due to the deepening research on economics and contact with the workers' 
movement, Marx clearly realized the limitations of Feuerbach's humanistic materialism in 
realizing human liberation, and also clearly realized that this philosophy could not really 
change the world. In this way, the spearhead of Marx's criticism naturally turned to Feuerbach. 
Surpassing old materialism and establishing new materialism became an important task for 
Marx and Engels in this period, and the writing of Theses on Feuerbach was the beginning of 
this arduous work. 

3. Main Contents of the Theses on Feuerbach 

The Theses on Feuerbach has 11 articles, and the main content is divided into three aspects: 
first, it criticizes Feuerbach's mistake of ignoring people's subjective initiative and idealism and 
unilaterally exaggerating subjective initiative, and expounds the difference between Marx's 
new materialism philosophy based on practice and the old philosophy; Second, it criticizes the 
idealistic historical view of old materialism and discusses several basic problems of historical 
materialism; Third, it expounds the differences between new and old philosophy from the 
perspective of class foundation, philosophical function and mission. The Theses on Feuerbach 
reveals the class limitations of the old materialist philosophy and expounds the class foundation 
and historical mission of Marxist philosophy. 
According to the logical expansion of the specific content of the text, Article 11 can be divided 
into the following three parts: 
The first part, the first article, criticizes all old materialism and speculative idealism including 
Feuerbach, and puts forward the view of practice different from intuition and abstraction. This 
practice no longer divides subject and object, but regards practice as an activity to realize the 
unity of subject and object. It is on the basis of practice that Marx began to establish a new 
materialist philosophy. Therefore, from this article, we can see Marx's determination to 
completely draw a clear line with Feuerbach. At the same time, this article also lays a new 
theoretical foundation for the construction of a new world outlook. 
The second part, i.e. articles 2 to 9, takes practice as the cornerstone, criticizes the old 
materialism and initially constructs the theoretical system of new materialism. The second is 
to criticize scholastic agnosticism with the help of practice, establish practice as the only 
standard for truth test, solve the basic problem of human cognition, and thus lay a cornerstone 
of Marxist epistemology. Articles 3 and 4 reveal the source and driving force of social and 
historical development. Social development does not come from the change of environment or 
the change of religion. In Marx's view, we must see the contradiction between man and 
environment and the contradiction between the secular world and the religious world. These 
spears and shields and the solution of contradictions are the driving force of social and 
historical development, and this driving force ultimately comes from practice. Articles 5 to 9 
initially set up the framework of historical materialism. Through criticizing the intuitive and 
abstract way of thinking, Marx established the practical way of thinking, investigated social 
history with this way of thinking, and found the essence of human social relations and social 
practice as the main body of history, which ruled out all kinds of possibilities of sliding to 
idealism in the view of history. 
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The third part, namely Articles 10 and 11, expounds the social basis and historical mission of 
Marxist materialism. Article 10 reveals that the old materialism takes "civil society" as its 
foothold and its theory serves the bourgeoisie. In order to provide theoretical guidance for the 
revolutionary practice of the proletariat, it is necessary to get rid of this old materialism and 
establish a theory serving human society. The last one clarifies the great historical mission of 
the new world outlook, that is, the main function of new materialism is not to explain the world, 
but to transform the world. 

4. The Practical View of The Outline about Feuerbach 

The full text of the Theses on Feuerbach consists of 11 outlines, all of which closely focus on the 
center of "practice" and emphasize the decisive role of practice. Feuerbach does not understand 
the concept and significance of practice, so his humanistic materialism is intuitive and non-
practical, which makes him unable to get rid of the nest of idealism in the field of social history. 
Marx sublated Feuerbach and mainly mentioned such viewpoints in his outline: the old 
materialism did not regard things and reality as perceptual activities and practice; Whether 
human thinking has objective truth is a practical problem; The change of environment is 
consistent with human activities, both of which are practice; Man is the sum of all social 
relations, and social life is practical in essence. 

4.1. The First Part Includes Article 1 
The first part, as the general conclusion of the article, is the program of the whole book. This 
paper exposes and criticizes the fundamental defects of old materialism including Feuerbach, 
expounds the great role of practice in the process of cognition, and puts forward that practice 
is the basis and premise of epistemology and the only standard to test truth. The general theory 
is the premise of the later theories, and the later theories are carried out on this basis. 
The first article mainly criticizes all old materialism, including Feuerbach, and the negative and 
intuitive theory of reflection that leaves people's social practice, and expounds that practice is 
the basis of cognition. The main disadvantage of all previous materialism, including Feuerbach's 
materialism, is that the object, reality and sensibility are only understood in the form of object 
or intuition, rather than as perceptual human activities, practice and subject. This article 
criticizes the main shortcomings of the old materialism: not understanding the real meaning of 
practical activities, criticizing idealism, unilaterally exaggerating people's subjective initiative, 
and criticizing Feuerbach's practical view, that is, taking theoretical activities as practical 
activities, egoistic activities as practical activities, and people's physiological activities such as 
eating, drinking and breathing as practical activities. In this article, "ideological object" and 
"perceptual object" respectively refer to abstract rationality, that is, Hegel's "absolute spirit" 
and Religious God and objective things. 

4.2. The Second Part Includes Articles 2 to 9 
The second article focuses on the relationship between cognition and practice, pointing out that 
practice is the basis of materialist epistemology and the only standard for testing truth. 
Whether human thinking has objective truth is not a theoretical problem, but a practical 
problem. The philosophy before Marxism did not solve the problem of the standard of truth. 
Marx clearly put forward that practice is the standard to test truth for the first time. On the issue 
of the truth standard of cognition, the old materialism regarded human intuition or the 
consensus of people's opinions as the standard to test the truth and rationality of cognition, 
which is an obvious mistake. The term scholastic philosophy is mentioned in this article. 
Scholastic philosophy is the basic philosophical form in the middle ages. It is taught in Catholic 
schools and serves Christian theology. Its essence is an idealistic world outlook, which is formed 
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and developed on the basis of Christian "Godfather". Its basic task is to systematically and 
philosophically demonstrate and explain Catholic dogmas and doctrines. 
Article 3 mainly criticizes materialism and utopian socialism in the 18th century. They do not 
understand the significance of revolutionary practice to the transformation of the environment 
and education, and do not understand the role of the people in history, which leads to idealistic 
history, heroic history and environmental determinism. "There is a materialist theory" refers 
to the views of the 18th century French materialists Elsevier, Holbach and others, as well as the 
British and French utopian socialists who later inherited their theory in the early 19th century. 
From the perspective of mechanical materialism, they concluded that man and all his views and 
feelings were determined by the surrounding environment and education, what kind of 
environment and education there will be what kind of people. The change of environment and 
the consistency of human activities can only be regarded as and reasonably interpreted as the 
practice of change. This sentence emphasizes the dialectical unity of environmental change and 
human activities in practice. 
The fourth article mainly criticizes Feuerbach's view of religion, expounds the social roots of 
religion and the ways to eliminate religion. Feuerbach's materialistic starting point and 
limitations of religious criticism restored the authority of materialism, but did not reveal the 
root causes of religion and point out the fundamental way to eliminate religion. Religion is the 
reflection of objective existence, the product of secular society and something that draws 
nutrients from society. Religion also has a great impact on people. On the one hand, religion has 
good aspects, such as the doctrine of Buddhism teaching people to be good, which is conducive 
to social harmony, but on the other hand, it is also bad, such as it is easy to make people fall into 
the situation of feudal superstition. 
The fifth article mainly criticizes Feuerbach's wrong view of perceptual intuition and reveals 
the epistemological root of Feuerbach's idealistic historical view. Feuerbach is not satisfied 
with abstract thinking and rejects perceptual intuition, which means that he opposes the 
abstract thinking nature of Hegel's philosophy, emphasizes perceptual intuition, and criticizes 
Hegel's idealistic philosophy with absolute spirit as the research object. Do not understand 
sensibility as people's practical activities and do not understand the significance of practice. 
Article 6 criticizes Feuerbach's attribution of the essence of religion to human essence. Marx 
points out that human essence is not an inherent abstraction of a single person. In its reality, it 
is the sum of all social relations. Marx defined the essence of man and pointed out the 
relationship between man and society. Man does not exist in isolation, but in a certain social 
relationship. The enlightenment to us is to correctly handle the relationship between people 
and live in harmony with others. 
Article 7 criticizes Feuerbach's failure to see that religious emotion itself is the product of 
society. Religious emotion refers to reason, will and love, which are the products of social 
existence. It can be seen that Feuerbach is divorced from practice and can not really understand 
the meaning of practice. 
Article 8 reveals the dependence of social consciousness on social existence. Marx expounds 
that practice is the basis of social history and human cognition, and the essence of social life is 
practice. "All mysterious things that induce theory into Mysticism can be reasonably solved in 
people's practice and understanding of this practice." this sentence refers to mystical theory, 
that is, wrong theory, which is not produced out of thin air from material living conditions, but 
a distorted reflection of survival. Consciousness is the reflection of social existence, and practice 
is the basis and source of cognition. Whether correct thoughts or wrong thoughts are produced 
by the development of human practice to a certain historical stage. Even mystical thought can 
find its basis in practice. Only because human practice is not developed enough, it is unable to 
explain some natural and social phenomena for the time being. 
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Article 9 points out the defects of intuitive materialism. It only regards objective things as 
intuitive objects that lie outside people and have nothing to do with people's practical activities. 
It only regards people as intuitive people, does not understand the objective world and people 
from the practice of subject people, and does not understand the significance of practical 
activities in understanding and transforming the world. 

4.3. The Third Part Includes Articles 10 and 11 
Article 10 points out that the foothold of old materialism is capitalist society, and the foothold 
of new materialism is proletariat and Communist society. This makes a good distinction 
between old materialism and new materialism. 
Article 11 philosophers only interpret the world in different ways, and the problem is to change 
the world. It clearly points out the importance of practice, and the ultimate goal of cognition is 
to practice, transform the world and better benefit mankind. Therefore, we should adhere to 
the scientific theory, under its guidance, actively participate in social practice and strive for a 
better life. 

5. The Significance of the Theses on Feuerbach 

The content in the outline of Feuerbach embodies Marx's Transcendence of idealism and old 
materialism, combines the passivity of materialism with the initiative of idealism, and creates 
his own new materialist philosophy. In his previous works, Marx only questioned some ideas, 
but did not criticize them. The publication of the outline represents a complete break between 
him and Feuerbach. In the first article, he puts forward that Feuerbach's understanding of 
practice does not start from the subject level. On this basis, he puts forward his own materialist 
viewpoint and completely breaks with Feuerbach. In the outline, Marx put forward the 
viewpoint of practice, which transcended idealism and old materialism. The completion of the 
outline represents the birth of Marx's concept of practice and occupies a very important 
position in his philosophical ideological system. It criticizes both old materialism and idealism. 
All Marx's thinking is centered on "changing the world" - that is, "practice", rather than making 
a purely theoretical logical deduction of a certain problem in the history of thought. Therefore, 
all understanding and thinking must focus on the practice needed to achieve the goal. In current 
China, the Theses on Feuerbach is still of great practical significance. First of all, the practical 
views in the Theses on Feuerbach guide and inspire our socialist modernization, especially the 
reform of socialist economic system, scientific and technological system and other systems. It 
tells us that in the cause of reform, we must adhere to the viewpoint of practice and give full 
play to the subjective initiative of the people. Whether the viewpoint, theory and plan of reform 
are feasible must be tested in practice. Secondly, the outline of Feuerbach also plays a direct 
guiding role in the research and teaching reform of Marxist philosophy theory. Both the 
research of Marxist philosophy theory and the teaching of Marxist philosophy must take the 
transformation of the world as the fundamental purpose. At the same time, the outline of 
Feuerbach is still of great practical significance for establishing historical materialism and 
criticizing the bourgeois theory of human nature. 
In this book, the last outline aroused the greatest resonance in my heart: "philosophers only 
explain the world in different ways, and the problem is to change the world." today, we are in 
school, and most of the knowledge we learn is just "on paper", but what we really need should 
be real Can change the world or just change our own power. As the old saying goes, "read ten 
thousand books and travel ten thousand miles." therefore, in today's rapidly changing society, 
we still have to do more than reading, but also practice. We should learn to comprehensively 
analyze problems, divide them into two, and pay attention to practice. We should remember 
that practice produces truth and practice produces true knowledge. Only practice can know 
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right and wrong. Without practice, we have no right to speak. Only when these two ways 
complement, promote and develop together can our thinking be more comprehensive, flexible 
and profound, and our practical activities be more scientific and revolutionary. 
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