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Abstract 

"human flesh search" has become a hot topic on the Internet, and more and more events 
or phenomena have been exposed through "human flesh search". What is the role of 
"human flesh search" in our social life? It can be summarized as both good and evil. How 
should we treat, prohibit or encourage this new and rapidly developing thing? This is not 
a thing that can be prohibited by explicit provisions. We should also have a reasonable 
attitude. 
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1. Introduction 

The popular saying goes on the human flesh search website: "if you love him and put him on 
the human flesh engine, you will soon know everything about him; If you hate him, put him on 
the human flesh engine because it's hell 

With the popularity of the Internet and the improvement of the public's right to know, the 
network public opinion frequently affects the public's sensitive nerves, and the network public 
opinion event of "million click rate" is more common. Among them, the "human flesh search" 
event is a general mobilization of netizens. When a person or a place is searched manually, a lot 
of spectacular deeds have emerged, such as the "cat trampling" event, the South China Tiger 
event, the sky high price haircut event, the human blood watering flower event, and so on, The 
situation went beyond the imagination of the parties, and the final result was made public.". 

2. Definition of "human flesh search" 

Human flesh search is to use modern information technology (TV, computer, radio, news, etc.) 
to change the traditional network information search into a relational network community 
activity of people looking for people, people asking people, people touching people, people 
crowding and people getting close to each other. It changes the boring inquiry process into one 
person asking questions and response from all sides, arousing thousands of waves and arousing 
thousands of sincerity with one call, Search experience by all means. 

On the surface, "human flesh search" is just a "looking for people" movement with the help of 
the Internet platform. If that's all, "human flesh search" will not be controversial. Although not 
all "human flesh search" actions have aroused criticism, and some are regarded as "righteous 
deeds", such as the "human flesh search" launched by netizens spontaneously in August 2008 
to find their father for Olympic champion Guo Wenmao, it is needless to say that the "human 
flesh search" cases with wide influence in recent years, such as the "cat girl abuse" incident, the 
"tongxumen" incident, the rogue foreign missionary case, the "cat girl abuse" incident, the 
"tongxumen" incident, and so on The process and influence of the "death blog" incident, the 
chastity sister incident and the Liaoning women's swearing incident during the Wenchuan 
earthquake can be described as both good and evil, and mixed praise. 
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3. The reason of "human flesh search" 

"Human flesh search" action often originates from the speech or behavior of the parties who 
violate the public order, good customs and general ethics. But the appearance of "human flesh 
search" phenomenon is not a temporary interest of netizens, it has a deeper reason. 

First, from the perspective of objective factors, the emergence of human flesh search is closely 
related to the rapid popularization of the Internet and the rapid development of Internet users. 
According to the statistical report on the development of Internet in China issued by China 
Internet Network Information Center in January 2009, as of December 31, 2008, the number of 
Internet users in China has reached 298 million, with a penetration rate of 22.6%, Above the 
global average. This objective condition makes more and more people use the Internet to search 
and publish information, and also makes the speed of information dissemination develop 
rapidly. Secondly, the virtual nature of the network and the non real name system also allow 
the public to exclude the consideration of exposure in reality. They are masked, anonymous and 
free from legal liability. Thirdly, the emergence of "human flesh search engine" or professional 
website also creates changed objective conditions for netizens to carry out human flesh search 
activities. 

Secondly, from the perspective of subjective factors, the appearance of human flesh search 
phenomenon is also related to netizens' sense of being in charge. Most people in the trend of 
curiosity, will join the wave of human flesh search, in order to explore the truth of the facts, to 
satisfy their curiosity. Secondly, the view of right and wrong in the minds of netizens, values to 
measure some unfair or immoral behavior, and their inner pursuit of equality, justice is very 
different, under the influence of this idea, netizens often have to ask the bottom of this similar 
thing. In June 2008, the social survey center of China Youth Daily conducted a social survey on 
"human flesh search" among 2491 people through Tencent. Among them, 63.8% of the public 
think that "human flesh search" reflects the pursuit of justice and restricts personal behavior 
by exposing bad deeds. Thirdly, in the Internet environment, netizens will spontaneously think 
that they are a super large group. For the corruption of some societies, they think that they have 
the obligation and power to carry out network supervision and carry forward the healthy trend 
of the network. 

4. "Human flesh search" is both good and evil 

In the current network environment, "human flesh search" incidents occur frequently, and the 
role it plays is both good and evil, which has caused a great disturbance and aroused great 
concern of the society. So, what role does human flesh search play in the society? Should it be 
banned or advocated? There seems to be good reasons for and against human flesh search. 

4.1. Supporter 

The support for "human flesh search" is a big difference, their reasons seem to be very sufficient, 
specifically: first, "human flesh search" is a miniature of social progress, is the embodiment of 
citizens' freedom of speech. They believe that the network itself is an open virtual world, and 
Internet users have the right to express their own opinions in an open environment, or to seek 
help in the virtual society, especially when they are helpless in real life. Therefore, the rapid 
development of human flesh search is a symbol of freedom.  

Second, "human flesh search" embodies people's pursuit of justice, helps people find and carry 
forward the truth, good and beauty in reality, and helps to improve social morality and maintain 
ethics, and plays a role in maintaining the basic public order and good customs of society. 
Because there are many bad social phenomena or social darkness in the real society, such as 
corruption and bribery, illegal operation of government departments, personal family ethics, 
etc., this series of people are now the representatives of evil and ugliness. When they can not 
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solve the anger in reality, they can often get unexpected results by means of the human flesh 
search on the Internet. Therefore, there is public opinion that "human flesh search can change 
the outcome of things". It turns out that "human blood watering flower" is the proof that human 
flesh search can pull out some social unfair behaviors and safeguard people's sense of justice.  

Third, "human flesh search" is a kind of anti-corruption weapon with the characteristics of the 
network era, a new news mode of "netizen report", a new type of mass supervision and public 
opinion supervision, and plays a good complementary role in the traditional public opinion 
supervision. It doesn't matter who the Network Anti-corruption satirizes, no matter how 
limited the network anti-corruption is, whether the network anti-corruption is explained in 
legal sense, but it does work. No matter how high the level of people, no matter how deep the 
city is, no matter what the head, as long as he has done bad things, in the flesh of the human 
search before the original appearance. In this sense, no matter how many negative effects 
human flesh search has, it is indispensable for China. If the power of the network is a little bigger, 
if the netizens can put more effort on the potential of human flesh search, and put those officials 
who hold the power into the search scope of human flesh search, then those who try to corrupt 
and accept bribes and harm the national interests can collect, those who have fattened 
themselves Is it possible that the corrupt officials who have lost their weight will no longer have 
the space to survive? Therefore, in a sense, in the tide of anti-corruption and integrity, human 
flesh search has reached the scope that laws and regulations cannot be popularized. 

Fourth, "human flesh search" restricts individual behavior by exposing bad deeds“ If you love 
him, put him on the human flesh engine, you will soon know everything about him; If you hate 
him, put him on the human flesh engine, because it's hell... ". Because people's flesh search is 
aimed directly at individuals by netizens, some of their bad deeds may be networked, and the 
people around them may be the people who participate in searching you. Therefore, the 
emergence of human flesh search behavior can restrict individual behavior to a certain extent, 
because in everyone's heart, No one wants to expose their constant behavior to the public. 

4.2. Opposition 

Of course, there are also many people who oppose the "human flesh search". The reasons why 
people use human flesh search to obtain information are as follows: 

First, "human flesh search" seriously infringes on personal privacy, especially in the laws and 
regulations can not be guaranteed, it is not a proper name. Through human flesh search 
behavior, it may cause irreparable harm to others. No one is qualified to act as a "moral guard" 
to infringe on others' privacy. In 2008, the "Jiang Yan death blog" incident officially entered the 
judicial process, triggering the so-called "first case of human flesh search". Finally, the Chaoyang 
District People's court ruled that the operators or managers of the two websites, daqi.com and 
"migratory birds of beifei", infringed the plaintiff's right of reputation and privacy, ordered the 
website to stop the infringement, made a public apology, and compensated Faye Wong 3000 
yuan and 5000 yuan for spiritual solace respectively; Tianya virtual community network did 
not constitute infringement because it deleted the infringing posts in time before Faye Wong 
sued and fulfilled the regulatory obligation. In particular, although the banner of justice, but the 
human flesh search at this stage in the legal level is still a violation of personal privacy, there 
may be a lot of human flesh search behavior will pay the price. 

Second, "human flesh search" is "network violence", a new means of violence, is the 
implementation of a kind of lynching, which violates another greater justice and makes the 
society chaotic. Often, the discussion of a certain phenomenon by netizens often evolves into 
individual trial, or even collective siege, resulting in a "silent spiral"“ Ancient and barbaric 
moral trials, such as chastity archway, public trial parades and lynching, are revived and 
expanded with high-tech digital coat. To a certain extent, netizens consume with the attitude of 
"entertainment morality". In fact, "human flesh search" has evolved into a kind of violent 
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consumption in the network world. The audience is consumed by violence while consuming 
violence. The audience uses the network trial to eliminate the event itself, and the last 
entertainment is the process of "trial". 

Third, the Internet users in "human flesh search" can sell friends in the network "vest", which 
can easily cause the social trust crisis, which makes people lose basic sense of security, 
destination, warmth, and bring fear. Because in the virtual society of Internet, people's social 
relations become virtualized. Some people joked: "you don't even know that it is a dog who 
talks to you online!" Therefore, maybe the people around you have "made contributions" to 
your flesh and soul search. The betrayal of people around you may cause the loss of trust among 
friends in the future. 

Fourth, human flesh search is full of irrational abuse and personal attack, which may stimulate 
the dark side of human nature and become a new way to vent personal anger and retaliate. We 
regard human flesh search as a kind of demand of network "catharsis" after a long period of 
social repression, and the demand for such catharsis is huge. The basic reason is that the 
convenience of network communication makes search and speech easy to realize, among which 
the technology cost and labor cost are very low, and there is little cost for replication and 
communication. At the same time, the legal risk of almost zero in the network indulges the 
"catharsis demand", and moral risk is marginalized in carnival. 

Fifth, "human flesh search" is an irrational act of violence and justice to vent the personal 
emotions of the aggressors. Especially, most Internet users in China are lack of self judgment 
and low level of culture. When the psychology of the public is serious, it is easier to judge the 
meaning of the Internet. Finally, it is expected that the "human flesh search" which is just is 
often a carnival of a few people, organizations and media, Become a grand instrument of moral 
judgment. 

5. Guide "human flesh search" correctly 

What we should do is to guide this new thing with correct ideas, learn from each other's strong 
points and make it play its due positive role in society. 

(1)"Contingency management theory" advocates that the organization should adapt to the 
internal and external environment. Its core is: there is no universally applicable best 
management method, and it emphasizes that the organization should adapt randomly 
according to the internal and external conditions in the management. 

Just like harnessing the Yellow River, we can regard the perfection of the relevant legal system 
on the Internet as a kind of "prevention". We should pay attention to the protection of privacy 
and reputation, and use the spirit of governance to guide "human flesh search". To maintain the 
network ecology, it is necessary to improve the media literacy of the whole people from the 
source, improve the ability of Internet users to choose and analyze information, and self-
discipline of speech. 

At the same time, the standardized business model of "human flesh search" has sprouted, and 
"Taki grassroots expert network" is carrying out the research on the new business model of 
human flesh search. According to the field that the experts are good at, the consultant pays the 
service provider by using the interactive consultation mode of online chat, so as to ensure that 
the questions raised by the consultant are answered. Of course, whether this business model is 
reasonable still needs to stand the test of time, but for the disordered "human flesh search" and 
the resulting network violence, it is indeed a new attempt of business standardized governance. 

At the same time, we also see that after the Wenchuan earthquake, the search engines and 
websites' platforms for seeking relatives constantly released all kinds of information. It was 
with the help of the powerful power of "human flesh search" that many separated families were 
able to get together. At that moment, "human flesh search" exuded the brilliance of human 
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nature. So, why not highlight more human flesh search? The business model of introducing legal 
norms and the "human flesh search corps" highlighting the true feelings may be the "harness 
water to attack sand" and "store clear water to brush yellow" needed for the governance of 
network ecology. 

(2) Establish the awareness and responsibility of Internet users' self-protection. Due to the 
historical and traditional culture, the privacy awareness of our citizens is still relatively weak, 
and the professional knowledge in this area is less and the understanding is not comprehensive. 
First, we should vigorously promote legal knowledge, improve the importance of privacy of 
Internet users and strengthen the study of knowledge of network security. Internet users who 
do not want to be infringed by others should also maintain and improve the network ethics and 
morality and not infringe on the privacy of others. Isolate personal information from the 
Internet. When there is important information in a computer, the safest way is to disconnect 
the computer from other computers that surf the Internet. In this way, the direct economic loss 
of data stolen, modified and invaded can be avoided effectively. It is better not to store 
important personal information in the computer used by Internet users. 

(3) In communities and other places where netizens gather, the real name system will be 
implemented. The real name system is not to disclose personal information, but to put it on 
record in the public security organs. Once a person has a serious act of violating others' privacy 
in human flesh search and other activities, at least the public security organs can have 
information to check and stop it quickly. 

In a word, the appearance of human flesh search not only reflects the idea of people pursuing 
justice and equality, but also plays a role of promoting good and eliminating evil to a certain 
extent, and may be controlled by some narrow thoughts, and become a new type of network 
violence of "social violence". Therefore, we should guide it reasonably, make it a reasonable and 
legal public opinion tool. 
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