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Abstract 

Following the removal of the Poverty Alleviation Office of the State Council, the National 
Rural Revitalization Bureau will be officially listed in Beijing on February 25, 2021. Rural 
revitalization has become one of the great strategies of socialism with Chinese 
characteristics in the new era. Anhui Province has achieved remarkable economic 
development in recent years, and its total GDP in 2020 ranks 11th in the country. 
However, Anhui Province is a large traditional agricultural province, with a large 
number of migrant workers and low per capita disposable income. The task of rural 
revitalization is arduous. This article will take the actual production and life of the 
residents of a representative village in Anhui Province as an example, use literature 
research and interview methods to benchmark the strategic requirements of rural 
revitalization, explore the channels for farmers to increase income, and help farmers 
increase their disposable income. 
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1. General situation of Anhui Province 

Anhui Province is located in the central region, with a total population of about 72 million and 
an area of 139,600 square kilometers. The terrain is complex and diverse, mainly hilly. It has 
the Huaibei Plain in the north and the middle and lower reaches of the Yangtze River in the 
south. The whole area has a subtropical monsoon climate. The four seasons are distinct and the 
water and heat resources are relatively abundant, which is suitable for agricultural production. 
Because of the particularity of its geographical location, Anhui Province has always been called 
the "North and South Same Region", and the differences in economic development are also 
obvious. With the further advancement of urbanization, as of the beginning of 2020, the 
permanent population of Anhui Province was 63.669 million, of which the rural population 
accounted for 44.19%, and the number reached 28.135 million. At the same time, the number 
of migrant workers in Anhui Province reached 10.61 million, belonging to the labor force. Large 
output province [1]. 

 

Table 1. Overview of GDP change trends in Anhui Province from 2015 to 2020 
Year/year Total GDP (100 million yuan) GDP growth National ranking 

2015 20848.8 9.2% 14 
2016 24117.87 8.7% 13 
2017 27518.67 14.1% 13 
2018 30007.0 8.02% 12 
2019 37113.9 7.5% 12 
2020 38680.0 3.9% 11 

\ \ Average growth rate:8.57% \ 
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From the perspective of economic development, during the "Thirteenth Five-Year Plan" period, 
the economy of Anhui Province has grown rapidly, and the total GDP has increased year by year, 
and the growth rate is relatively fast. 

Table 1 shows us the economic development data of Anhui Province in the past six years. It is 
not difficult to find that Anhui Province has experienced a significant increase in its economic 
aggregate and rapid economic growth during these six years, especially during the "Thirteenth 
Five-Year Plan" period. The average growth rate is above 8.5%, and the province’s total GDP 
ranking in the country is also showing an overall upward trend. At the end of the "Twelfth Five-
Year Plan", the total GDP of Anhui Province ranked 14th in the country, and the "Thirteenth 
Five-Year Plan" started. It surpassed Liaoning in the same year [Note: The GDP data of Liaoning 
Province in 2015 and 2016 have not been made public, but after 2015, the total GDP of Liaoning 
Province has since been behind that of Anhui Province. [2], ranking 13th in the country. By the 
end of 2018, the province’s GDP has surpassed Hebei and rose by one place, ranking second in 
the country. Until 2020, affected by the "new crown" pneumonia virus, "Suspension of 
production and production" is urgent. The national economy has encountered a period of 
"Waterloo". However, with the active development of domestic "epidemic prevention", my 
country has controlled the spread of "epidemic" in a timely manner, and the conditions for 
"resumption of work and production" are basically mature [2]. According to the annual data, 
my country has become the only major country in the world that has achieved positive 
economic growth. The economic development of various provinces has been negatively affected. 
Anhui Province has also caught up in the later period of the epidemic, and the annual GDP has 
achieved a growth of 3.9%. Exceeding Hubei [In 2020, Hubei Province was severely affected by 
the "new crown" virus, with a negative GDP growth of -5%.], ranked 11th in the country. 

It can be seen that the economic development of Anhui Province is generally impressive. Under 
the guidance of the future rural revitalization strategy, it is expected to usher in a new growth 
stage of the province's economic development. Rural economic development will also increase 
due to its "rising tide", and opportunities for farmers to generate income and increase income 
will increase. 

2. The current income-increasing mode of farmers in Anhui 

Anhui Province is still a large agricultural province. The income of most households mainly 
depends on non-agricultural production activities. However, there are still a small number of 
households who rely solely on agricultural production for their livelihoods, and farmers have 
limited channels to increase their income. Although the per capita disposable income of farmers 
in Anhui Province has risen sharply over the years, it is still far below the income level of urban 
residents. The path to rural revitalization is long and arduous. How to further improve the 
income level of farmers after they are alleviated from poverty needs to rely on the diversified 
income-generating and income-increasing mechanism in the village to complete. 

2.1. Income growth model of agricultural production 

As a large traditional agricultural province, Anhui Province has always paid attention to stable 
income growth in agricultural production. Village Y has a population of 3,466 and has 17 

production teams under its jurisdiction. The comprehensive population data of the past ten years is 
shown in Table 2. 

Village Y is located on the plains of the middle and lower reaches of the Yangtze River, in the 
southwest of Anqing City. It is a village with a middle level of development in Anhui Province. 
From the perspective of economic development, it is also relatively close to the average level of 
the province. So it is representative. From the data in Table 2, it is not difficult to find that the 
population distribution of the various production detachments in Village Y is uneven, but the 
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number of migrant workers is relatively large, the number of household farmers is relatively 
small, and the income of farmers shows a combination of "agricultural income + non-
agricultural income" According to the model, the per capita disposable income of farmers 
exceeds 1,000 yuan, but the contribution rate of agricultural income is still relatively large. 

 

Table 2. Comprehensive population data of Village Y in Anhui Province in 2021 
Production 

team(group) 
population 

Household farmers (exclud-
ing elderly and minors) 

Migrant workers 
(over half a year) 

Per capita monthly 
income (yuan) 

Shitangchon 284 76 143 1164 
Puzhilao 186 57 83 1084 
Yaoling 226 62 117 1032 

Zhanshan 212 51 98 1242 
Fushan 173 44 71 1119 
Xinfang 178 52 92 1131 

Fangjiada 97 25 39 1246 
Wukou 193 41 83 1306 

Liaojialing 218 62 107 1455 
Lushan 127 26 62 1877 

Yanhezhang 221 57 102 1088 
Zhujialing 101 22 51 1074 
Daijiazeng 242 48 123 1027 

Wubangtou 175 31 64 1134 
Lujiazui 181 45 88 1247 

Huangjinwan 261 71 118 1470 
Sifangling 391 81 132 1068 

[Note: The data is as of February 7, 2021, and is obtained through interviews, and there may be 
errors.] 

 

According to incomplete interview statistics, farmers in Village Y mainly rely on the sale of 
agricultural products to obtain income in the agricultural income module. The crop production 
in the plains of the middle and lower reaches of the Yangtze River includes corn, rice, soybeans, 
rapeseed, cotton, and sesame. Affected by abundant water and heat resources, rice is the largest 
planting crop. In addition to maintaining normal food rations, farmers have a large amount of 
surplus. In general, ordinary farmers have about 3000 catties of rice surplus each year after 
deducting food rations. According to the purchase price of rice in Village Y in October 2020, 
farmers can get an income of 4,800 yuan [National Day 2020, the author returns to his 
hometown, and many people the villagers talked and learned that the purchase price of rice 
was 1.8 yuan/jin at that time. The prices of other cash crops or food crops below are based on 
this interview.]. Corn is the most widely planted economic crop. Jiangnan farmers who rely on 
rice as their staple food consume less corn, and most of them choose to sell corn as a cash crop. 
Generally, farmers have about 2,000 jin surplus throughout the year. An annual income of 1,800 
yuan is available. In the same way, there are about 200 jin of soybeans left, which can earn 700 
yuan; the remaining 400 jin of rapeseeds can make a profit of 1600 yuan, cotton generally can 
harvest 2000 jins, and a profit of 5600 yuan, and sesame seeds generally have a remaining 200 
kg, which can make a profit of 800 The income from other crops is about 1,000 yuan. Taken 
together, the total annual income of an ordinary farmer’s family from farming is about 15,300 
yuan, excluding the cost of various pesticides and fertilizers, about 4,000 yuan, and the net 
income of farmers from farming is 11,300 yuan. For grain subsidies or planting and breeding 
subsidies, an ordinary central farmer family (family of four) can receive about 1,200 yuan (here 
I include the subsidies related to agricultural production as agricultural income), and the 
farmer’s income from farming is about 12,500 yuan in total. The per capita income from farming 
is 3125 yuan. 
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2.2. Non-agricultural production income growth model 

Like most villages across the country, farmers’ income-generating and income-increasing 
methods are diversified. Most of them belong to non-agricultural production and income-
increasing models. Generally, the most common form is to rely on migrant workers to increase 
income. Other models have also played a big role. 

First, the value-added model of agricultural products. Village Y uses the opportunity of targeted 
poverty alleviation to develop production and optimize the structure of agricultural products. 
This is an indirect agricultural production method. It is not a direct transaction of agricultural 
products to obtain corresponding income. Such farmers strengthen deep processing of 
agricultural products and make them into finished agricultural products, improve their 
competitiveness in external sales, participate in agricultural product trading centers, and carry 
out agricultural product sales. For example, vegetables, tofu, edible oil, sesame cakes, 
sauerkraut and corn on the cob can be sold to consumers in need by increasing added value, 
thereby increasing the income of farmers. 

Second, the mode of homework. Village Y has a surplus and idle labor force. They are engaged 
in various income-increasing work, the most common of which is grassroots infrastructure 
work. For example, rural infrastructure includes school building, kindergarten repair, ancestral 
hall reconstruction, clinic relocation, and village committee’s work. Expansion, the layout of 
nursing homes and the construction of farm houses all require a large number of migrant 
workers and small workers. These migrant workers follow the contractor to engage in rural 
infrastructure construction, and they are busy all the year round. The daily salary is about 130-
150 yuan/day. Normally, each Migrant workers can do more than 200 jobs and can earn 25,000 
to 30,000 yuan in annual income. Basically able to maintain family livelihood. In addition, there 
are farmers engaged in other non-agricultural income-increasing activities, such as the 
purchase of rural agricultural products, the operation of commissaries, the maintenance of the 
village appearance and the appearance of the village, the village committee or the village 
elementary school engaged in the business of cooking and security, but they are all local and 
individual phenomena. Has not formed a scale. 

Third, the mode of migrant workers. According to Table 2, it can be observed that the number 
of migrant workers in Village Y accounts for about half of the total number of farmers in Village 
Y, while migrant workers are engaged in diversified occupations, but their income is much 
higher than that of household farming. This is the main income-increasing mode that farmers 
in Village Y now rely on, and of course it is also the main income-increasing mode of farmers 
across the country, which has a direct impact on the improvement of the living standards of 
farmers. 

3. Shortage of the current income-generating and income-increasing 
model of farmers in Anhui Province 

3.1. Farmers' income is slow to increase 

Although the income of farmers in Anhui Province has increased significantly in the past ten 
years, the increase has been relatively slow, as shown in Table 3. 

The disposable income of farmers in Anhui Province has increased year by year, and has nearly 
tripled in the past ten years, and the growth rate of farmers' income has also been relatively 
fast, maintaining a double-digit growth rate on average. It can be seen that the effect of 
increasing farmers' income is very significant. However, it should be noted that the base of the 
disposable income of farmers is relatively small, and the increase in farmers’ income is actually 
not large, and the “later-mover advantage” has not appeared. According to the actual situation, 
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non-agricultural income accounts for the main component. From a long-term perspective, Is 
not conducive to the realization of the strategic goal of rural revitalization. 

 

Table 3: Per capita disposable income of farmers in Anhui Province in the past ten years. Unit: 
Yuan 

Year Income value Year-on-year change trend Annual growth rate 
2011 6232.21 Growth (5285.17 in 2010) 18% 
2012 7160.46 Growth 14.9% 
2013 8097.86 Growth 13.1% 
2014 9916.42 Growth 22.5% 
2015 10820.73 Growth 9.1% 
2016 11720.47 Growth 8.3% 
2017 12758.22 Growth 8.9% 
2018 13996 Growth 9.7% 
2019 15416 Growth 10.1% 
2020 16620 Growth (ranked 11th in the country) 7.8%[1] 

 

3.2. Single revenue growth model, serious lack of innovation 

Like farmers across the country, the income-generating and income-increasing model of 
farmers in Anhui Province has the characteristic of "step-by-step", which determines that 
farmers cannot get rich quickly, and more often rely on the traditional production and lifestyle 
of "home for farming and going out for the public". On the surface, it seems that farmers have 
had a significant effect in generating income and increasing income in recent years. In fact, in 
addition to the increase in agricultural product sales income due to the increase in the market 
price of agricultural products, there is also the impact of the increase in the wages of migrant 
workers. The income status of farmers has not changed substantially. For example, the process 
of modernization and mechanization of agricultural production is slow, and cattle farming 
civilization still occupies a dominant position. The idle labor force in rural areas mainly sells 
their physical strength, and few migrant workers engage in innovative industries to obtain 
higher income. 

4. The reason for the single pattern of farmers' income increase in Anhui 
Province and its slowness 

4.1. The quality of rural labor is not high, and farmers’ production methods 
have limitations 

According to interviews, village Y currently has more than half of the illiterate population and 
has a large agricultural population, but the literacy rate is not high. In the process of poverty 
alleviation, literacy and related policy promotion and education have been carried out, but the 
effect is mediocre. Farmers’ ability to accept agricultural science and technology knowledge is 
limited, and the content of agricultural science and technology is low. Therefore, the 
implementation of the "Science and Technology" strategy is difficult, and the implementation 
and implementation processes are difficult. The shortcomings of the quality of rural labor 
restrict the mechanism of scientifically increasing farmers’ income. form. 

4.2. Rural agricultural infrastructure is weak, and farmers are weak in 
resilience to disasters 

As mentioned in the previous article, Anhui is located in the plains of the middle and lower 
reaches of the Yangtze River. Floods and droughts are frequent. Farmers are unable to 
"guarantee harvest due to droughts and floods". Agricultural production activities are subject 
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to climatic conditions. As shown in Table 3, due to floods in 2016 and 2020, agricultural 
production in Anhui Province suffered heavy losses, and the income growth rate of farmers was 
significantly lower than the previous year. In addition, the area in the middle and lower reaches 
of the Yangtze River is flat and low in elevation. The power of rural drainage and flood discharge 
projects at the grassroots level is limited, and the construction of water storage reservoirs is 
also difficult. Once floods occur, farmers simply cannot withstand the destruction of natural 
risks. The concept of agricultural production and management will definitely not be conducive 
to the effect of the agricultural production income increase model. 

5. Suggestions on broadening the channels for farmers to increase income 

At present, there are still nearly 28.14 million rural population in Anhui Province. A large 
number of farmers are still unable to lead a higher level of wealth. Income is generally low. The 
conditions for farmers to generate income are immature and the channels for income increase 
are narrow. The traditional agricultural production model is based on farmers' agricultural 
income the main income-increasing channel, non-agricultural income, is to export idle laborers 
in rural areas as the key income-increasing model, with a general effect and a stable form. 

5.1. Building a modern agricultural industry system 

In the context of rural revitalization, increasing farmers' income is the top priority. Therefore, 
in addition to maintaining the development of basic agriculture, farmers also need to vigorously 
develop other industries. 

First, we must build an ecological breeding industry. Although there are many places in the hilly 
area of Anhui Province that have ecological chicken and ecological pig breeding, they are small 
in scale, scattered in distribution, small in competition, and lack of breeding power. Therefore, 
it is necessary to vigorously develop large-scale ecological breeding industry, build a modern 
rural breeding system, and use the advantages of the rural revitalization policy connect with 
the demand market, clarify the process guidance, and promote the increase of farmers' income. 

Then we need to develop characteristic agriculture. Under the strategy of rural revitalization, 
Anhui Province has a solid foundation for the construction of a new countryside. The mountains 
and rivers along the Yangtze River are surrounded by mountains and rivers. Farm fruit planting, 
vegetable greenhouse cultivation, large-scale planting of tea and Chinese herbal medicines are 
all good opportunities and only need to sell. Smooth, can guide farmers to get rich [3]. 

Finally, from the perspective of public services and cultural tourism, Anhui Province can use 
the experience of 5A-level scenic spots such as Huangshan Mountain and Tianzhu Mountain to 
develop eco-tourism resources in hilly waterfront areas, with the development of catering and 
accommodation industries [4]. Constructing a rural elderly care community, using local culture 
to encourage the integration of rural customs and folk customs, guiding farmers' passion for 
entrepreneurship, and sending opera to the countryside [Y Village is under the jurisdiction of 
Anqing City, Huangmei Opera is well-known throughout the country, and its sound music is 
conducive to the further development of the cultural industry. ], to promote the development 
of the cultural industry, in the long run is conducive to farmers' income and income. 

5.2. Strengthen the construction of basic infrastructure 

In terms of hardware, in view of the special geographical location of Anhui Province, it is 
recommended that the government give priority to water conservancy infrastructure 
construction. The middle and lower reaches of the Yangtze River are low and flat, with poor 
water storage capacity, heavy rain years, prone to flood disasters, crop failures, and farmers’ 
basic income [5]. The source is easily cut off. Therefore, it is urgent to strengthen the 
construction of flood discharge gates, and to strengthen the construction of large-scale 
diversion storage reservoirs should also be put on the agenda. 
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In terms of software, strengthen agricultural technology innovation, further promote 
agricultural mechanization, improve farmers' agricultural production efficiency, vigorously 
promote "agricultural science and technology to the countryside", cultivate modern farmers in 
the new era, follow the trend of rural revitalization, and promote farmers' income and income 
in multiple ways. 
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