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Abstract 

First put forward by President Xi in 2013, “the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI)” has 
facilitated closer communication and cooperation among developing counties, 
enhancing substantial progress. Worldwide news reports have articulated plural voices 
regarding such a “Chinese proposal,” receiving the highest acclamation and the most 
pungent criticism. This paper zooms in on the first and the second Belt and Road Forum 
for International Cooperation, respectively held in 2017 and 2018, examining relevant 
news reports in China, the U.K., the U.S., and representative countries along the initiative, 
which mainly come from the Western, Southern and East-Northern Asia, as well as Africa. 
Based on Fairclough’s three-dimensional model as a tool of critical discourse analysis, 
this paper attempts to unveil different power and ideologies that hide in linguistic 
strategies. 
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1. Introduction 

1.1. Research orientation 

This current research aims to unveil the power and ideology hidden in news reports on BRI by 
analyzing the language strategies employed by Chinese, English, American newspapers and 
those from countries along the BRI. In order to deliver the target, it’s imperative to address the 
following three research questions: I) What kinds of language strategies have been used in 
these reports from different countries? II) How different identities have been constructed 
through these language strategies? III) What kinds of power and ideologies can be uncovered?  

While tackling these questions, three steps have been taken: textual analysis, discourse analysis, 
and social analysis. Lexical choice, material process in transitivity, and theme selection are 
mainly analyzed during the textual analysis. News source and reporting modes are the major 
objects of the discourse analysis. And finally, three hierarchical layers of contexts will be 
investigated to decipher the hidden power and ideologies.  

1.2. Rationale and significance of the study 

Since the proposal of CDA has been put forward by Fairclough, this theory has gradually become 
mature and has been widely employed in many fields, including news reports. As time goes by, 
more and more researchers have joined the group of applying CDA to the study of news reports, 
exploring how exactly the ideology and power can be revealed through conducting CDA. In 
addition, ever since BRI was put forward by President Xi in 2013, it has gained great attention 
worldwide, with floods of news reports coming out both at home and abroad. Many scholars 
have conducted researches about BRI using CDA as an analytical means. Notwithstanding the 
fact, the majority of the researchers only focus on America and England, neglecting the news 
reports from countries along BRI. Besides, many empirical studies merely investigate random 
events about BRI. In other words, most researches have failed to be conducted in a systemic 
way, just choosing discrete news reports. The chances are that the significance of doing these 
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researches will be remarkably reduced if researchers don’t follow a specific theme or 
conducting studies longitudinally or systemically. 

After noticing these two gaps, this current thesis first will target news reports from countries 
along the two routes in the BRI, namely, the Silk Road Economic Belt and the 21st century 
Maritime Silk Road. But there is one thing that deserves mentioning. In order to form a contrast, 
news reports from American and English major newspapers will also be included in this current 
study, along with other news reports from more relevant countries.  

Besides, this current study focuses on a specific event, that is, the Second Belt and Road Forum 
for International Cooperation. In virtue of analyzing different news reports on a certain event 
that have been reported by different countries, both developed and developing countries, it will 
be more convincing to make a comparison of distinct Chinese national images that have been 
constructed by different countries in this world. Needless to say, the contrast of ideology and 
power in different countries will be more transparent and self-evident. 

2. Literature Review 

2.1. Introduction of CDA 

CDA, shorted for critical discourse analysis, originated from critical linguistics in the late 1990s. 
With the emergence of pragmatics, more and more researchers have embarked on describing 
and explaining language variation. [6] Ever since then, nearly after thirty years of development, 
CDA has extensively incorporated different theories from the fields of sociology, philosopher, 
literature criticism and other scientific fields. Meanwhile, as it proceeds and thrives, it 
continues absorbing history, biology and statistics, thus stepping into the field of political 
science, communication science and so on. [9] 

By means of CDA, the aim of revealing the ideology and power hidden behind is expected to be 
achieved. Generally speaking, conducting researches with CDA is primarily to explore the 
relationship of the visible texts and the invisible ideologies, which embed their own 
implications. In addition, it is hoped that in virtue of CDA, more profound social phenomena, 
such as injustice, racial discrimination and degeneration, can be revealed. 

In short, in CDA, three key elements are involved, namely, discourse, ideology, and power, 
whose relationship can be represented as a triangle. In this triangular structure, discourse 
generally refers to the speech that people usually make or the language that they write down. 
And ideology, a neutral term, represents the ideas, beliefs and values that have been held by a 
group of people, functioning as a tool to maintain hierarchical relationships in a society so as to 
make the power remain to the ruling group. And the power, in this domain, refers to the 
influence and manipulation that has been delivered by discourse producers. 

To sum up, it can be said that the three key elements in CDA theory can only be analyzed as a 
whole, unable to be separated since they are closely interrelated.   

2.2. Empirical studies on CDA at home and abroad 

Up till now, studies on CDA have been through nearly 40 years, during which process, 
researchers both at home and abroad have joined this group and made their unique 
contributions to the enhancement of this theory, as well as the development of other related 
fields. 

As for empirical studies abroad, the situation can be represented as follows.  

In 1979, it was first proposed by Roger Fowler, and in 1985, it first appeared in Fairclough’s 
book called Critical and Descriptive Goals in Discourse Analysis. [11] Ever since then, CDA has 
welcomed its maturity for the publication of Wodak’s book in 1989. It can be said that, in the 
early and mature stage, Fairclough’s three-dimensional model, Wodak’s discourse-historical 
approach and Van Dijk’s socio-cognitive approach are the leading schools. As CDA keeps 
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gathering its momentum, Clinton proposed a cognitive discourse, employing conceptual 
metaphor theory in 2004. And in recent years, Van Dijk further put forward the concept of the 
context model in 2008. At the same time, Cap thought up his own SAT model and proximization 
theory.  

When it comes to the empirical studies on CDA at home, it beings in the 1990s. At the early 
stage, Chinese researchers mainly concentrated on introducing CDA, including Chen Zhongzhu, 
Xin Bin and Ji Yu Hua. Chen divided the development process of CDA abroad into five parts and 
also summaries the physical and linguistic bases of CDA. Besides, he introduced CDA in a 
comprehensive way, mainly introducing the origin, development, and theoretical bases for CDA. 
In 2007, Ji embarked on a discussion of “critical metaphor analysis.” 

Domestic studies on CDA evolve to be more practical in its later stage. Huang Qin’s study has 
inspired the influence of ideology on translation. Tian Hailong’s study emphasizes the 
importance of exploring discursive problems embedded in social issues. With respect to the 
integration of CDA to cognitive linguistics, Zhang Hui Jiang has discussed the possibility and 
feasibility of combining CDA with cognitive linguistics. 

All in all, through reviewing some classic empirical studies on CDA, it is all the more clear that 
critical discourse analysis has kept gaining its momentum as more and more scholars keep 
integrating it with other disciplines, delving into it both deeply and widely. 

2.3. Empirical studies on BRI 

“The Belt and Road Initiative” was proposed by President Xi in 2003, including the Silk Road 
Economic Belt and the 21st Century Maritime Silk Road, in an attempt to cooperate with other 
countries along the route.  

The proposal of the initiative has been inspired by the notion of the ancient Silk Road, where 
not only has the economic trade taken place, but also, more importantly, the cultural 
communication. Up to November 16th, 2019, China has signed a BRI memorandum of 
understanding with 137 countries and 30 international institutes, which can be said to be a 
great success. 

When it comes to the empirical studies on the “B&R Initiative”, in 2016, Zhui Guisheng and 
Huang Jianbian studied the news reports on the initiative along the routes, based on the theory 
of Fairclough’s three-dimensional model. And in the same year, Zheng Hua and Li Jing 
conducted their researches from three dimensions, namely, context criterion, language 
identifier usage, source and orientation. [8] And later in time, Wang Tongbin and many other 
researchers have conducted studies on CDA, mainly concerning news discourse. And the 
majority of them have noticed the different ideologies and hidden- behind power.   

2.4. Comments on previous studies 

After having a holistic review of the empirical studies on both critical discourse analysis and 
“The Belt and Road Initiative,” it is safe to say that the number of related studies has been 
increasing, in addition to the depth and width of these studies. More and more disciplinaries 
have been integrated with critical discourse analysis, and so is the studies on “The Belt and 
Road Initiative.” 

However, there are several things that need to be highlighted. In terms of the studies on CDA in 
China, most of the researchers have focused on CDA in relation to news discourse, and what’s 
more, the majority of the researchers mainly chose news reports from the largest developed 
countries in this world, such as the U.K. and the U.S., neglecting the voice form other developing 
countries, such as Saudi Arabia, Bangladesh, Thailand, and South Africa. Furthermore, domestic 
researches on CDA has been comparatively shallow, and the width of CDA studies deserves 
widening. That is, researchers are encouraged to apply CDA theory to more disciplines. 
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2.5. Summary 

This section has reviewed some keys terms and classic empirical studies about critical 
discourse analysis, including the introduction of the three key elements in CDA theory, that is, 
discourse, ideology and power. Additionally, some comments about these empirical studies 
have been provided. More studies in relation to this domain are encouraged. 

3. Theoretical Framework 

3.1. Fairclough’s three-dimensional model of CDA 

In the study of CDA, Fairclough’s three-dimensional model is regarded as one of the most 
essential and practical frameworks at present. According to Fairclough, language permeates 
and serves power, and the discourse of social practice is determined by the social structure. 
Thus he proposed a three-dimensional model, which is called “Text, Interaction and Context.”  

In this model, it is thought by Fairclough that text is the lowest level, and the process of 
production or interpretation of texts is based on social background. In addition, there are three 
things that need mentioning. Firstly, language is an indispensable part of society. Secondly, 
discourse is a social process. And finally, the social process of discourse is constrained by other 
non-linguistic factors (Fairclough 1989:22). 

According to Fairclough, CDA research can be conducted in the following three aspects: text 
analysis, discourse practice and sociocultural practice. 

3.1.1. Text analysis 

Text is a broad concept, which consists of both the oral form and the written form. It has been 
pointed out by Fairclough that text is the lowest level and is the production of social interaction 
and the source of an explanation process. Meanwhile, according to Fairclough, instead of being 
static, the text is a dynamic process. 

In the process of text analysis, several resources are needed, and there are three values that 
have been proposed by Fairclough: experiential values, relational values and expressive values. 
And the first values mainly deal with the content of a text, the familiarity with beliefs as well as 
the experience that the text has about society. Relational values, to a large extent, mean social 
relations, and expressive values refer to the people’s evaluation and values of events and facts. 

3.1.2. Discourse practice 

Discourse practice, also called interpretation level, to be specific, is about the production, 
distribution and consumption of discourse. 

In the study of analyzing discourse, four aspects require attention, namely, the surface 
discourse, the meaning of discourse, coherence and text structures. And in terms of discourse, 
there should be a certain order of different discourses. In addition, the question of how 
discourse order as a moderating function is formed and realized in discourse analysis deserves 
attention. 

What is recommended to be studied in discourse practice is listed as follows. First and foremost, 
find out whether the discourse order has changed or no. And what is going to next is to figure 
out, if the order has been changed, how the change happens. Thirdly, after knowing how it 
changes, it’s better to work out to what extent this change has affected an influence on the 
existing power structure. 

According to Fairclough, intertextuality is the essential part to explore, consisting of the whole 
process of textual practice, discourse production, discourse distribution and discourse 
consumption. 



Volume 2 Issue 7, 2021 

DOI: 10.6981/FEM.202107_2(7).0041 

285 

Frontiers in Economics and Management 

ISSN: 2692-7608 

3.1.3. Sociocultural practice 

In sociocultural practice, Fairclough advocates that language is a social practice and can be 
generally interpreted in terms of the following three aspects: first, language is an indispensable 
part of society; second, language is a process of society and evolves with it; third, language is 
subject to the influence of other social factors. 

What has been mentioned above shows the side of the impact that society exerts on language, 
which is just on the one hand. And on the other hand, it is safe to say that part of the social 
phenomenon falls into the domain of linguistic phenomenon. 

An analysis of sociocultural practice mainly tends to include the study of social problems, 
political issues and historical background.  

3.2. Summary 

This section mainly introduces the theoretical framework of the current study, that is, 
Fairclough’s three-dimensional model. And this framework has been interpreted and explained 
by the following three aspects: text analysis, discourse practice and sociocultural practice. 

4. Analysis of News Reports 

4.1. Overview 

In this section, the practical comparative analysis will be conducted in the following stage of 
description, interpretation and explanation, respectively. And the news reports that are 
involved in this section are mainly from mainstream media in countries like China, America, 
England, Saudi Arabia, Bangladesh, Thailand, and South Africa. And the names of those selected 
news agencies from different countries are listed as follows: People’s Daily, Time, Guardian, The 
Peninsula Qatar’s Daily Newspaper, The Daily Star, Bangkok Post and Pretoria News. 

All these seven news reports are targeted at the same event, which was called the second Belt 
and Road Forum for International Cooperation held in Beijing. 

4.2. Description analysis of news reports 

In the description analysis stage, the great premium will be put on the analysis of the text, 
including lexical choice, material process in transitivity and theme selection, in virtue of 
Halliday’s Functional Grammar. 

4.2.1. Lexical choice  

In terms of lexical choice, this current research mainly focuses on wording, will primarily focus 
on the headlines of these news reports. 

It is known to us all that the headlines of a news report can, to a large extent to show the main 
idea and content of the whole report. Thus it is fundamental to conduct text analysis from these 
eye-catching headlines. To better represent the tones of these news reports, all the headlines 
of the seven news reports are listed as follows: 

1. BRI enters a stage of pragmatic and high-quality development: expert (People’s Daily, April 
26th, 2019) 

2. Is China the World’s Loan Shark? (Time, April 26th, 2019) 

3. Belt and Road Forum: China’s ‘project of the century hits tough times (Guardian, April 26th, 
2019 

4. China’s Xi aims to soothe Belt and Road fears (The Peninsula Qatar’s Daily Newspaper, April 
26th, 2019) 

5. China to recalibrate Belt and Road, defend scheme against criticism (The Daily Star, April 
26th, 2019) 

6. China’s Xi defends Belt and Road, says ‘not exclusive club’ (Bangkok Post, April 26th, 2019) 
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7. Belt and Road Initiative a win-win for global development (Pretoria News, April 26th, 2019)  

It can be found out without any difficulty that the words chosen in different news agencies have 
different emotional colors, thus embedding and conveying different implications. And lexical 
choices of these headlines will be analyzed one by one. 

There is no doubt that the event of the second Belt and Road Initiative Forum for International 
Cooperation has been positively reported by People’s Daily, which can be sensed by the two 
words employed, that is, pragmatic and high-quality, indicating China’s confidence, courage and 
best wishes for further development and enhancement of BRI in the future. 

Nevertheless, things go totally different when it comes to the situation of the reports in America 
and England, with the lexical choices of the headlines of these two countries functioning as 
indisputable proof. They, respectively, employ the name “shark” and the adjective “tough” to 
describe the holistic picture of all the things that have happened since the proposal of BRI. 
“Shark,” well known to us all, is a kind of incredibly cruel and brutal animal in the world. 
Through metaphor, the national image of China has been depicted as a totally negative one, just 
as the shark. And the word “tough” indicates that English newspaper mainly focuses on the hard 
times that BRI has been through. In a word, both news reports of America and England, as 
shown from headlines, make strenuous efforts in highlighting the bad things that ever 
happened, as well the challenges that are confronting China. 

And when it comes to the lexical choices of news reports from countries along the BRI routes, 
it can be said that their attitudes towards BRI remain to be neutral, staying between positive 
and negative, which can be proved from the words that have chosen in headlines. The majority 
of them apply neutral words, trying to describe BRI in an objective way, mentioning the 
difficulties that confront, as well as the achievements that have been gained. 

After the comparative analysis mentioned above, it can be said that a lot of information, 
together with attitudes and emotions, can be represented even if the lexical choice of text 
analysis is conducted from headlines. And it is crystal-clear that attitudes held by different 
countries vary from one to another, some positive, some neutral, as well as the negative one. 

4.2.2. Material process in transitivity 

Transitivity is a very good manifestation of the ideational function proposed by Halliday in his 
systemic-functional linguistics, which comprises of six processes, namely, material process, 
behavior process, mental process, verbal process, relational process and existential process.  

As more than half of the proportion of all the processes in transitivity is material process, the 
focus of this current study is analyzing the material process of news reports from those 
different countries mentioned above. 

Material process mainly describes what happens externally. To be interpreted, in other words, 
it is a physical process of depicting the things that have been done by a participant (actor/agent) 
to another participant (target/object). Specifically, material process indicates that everything 
in this world has a particular relationship with language. 

On the other hand, since the primary purpose of newspapers is to inform what had happened, 
what is happening and what is about to happen, it will be more precise with the help of material 
process, which can contribute to describing people’s real experience of the physical world. And 
some typical examples are listed as follows, together with some analysis. 

Example 1: Chinese President Xi Jinping delivered a key speech on Friday. (People’s Daily) 

Example 2: The president champions it as a means to spur development, goodwill and economic 
integration. (Time) 

Example 3: A raft of countries, including Turkey, has refused to attend the latest summit amid 
growing concern about debt diplomacy.  (Guardian) 
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Example 4:  It offers to bring much-needed modern infrastructure to developing countries. (The 
Peninsula Qatar’s Daily Newspaper) 

Example 5: While most of the initiative’s projects are ongoing, some have been caught up by 
changes in government in countries such as Malaysia and the Maldives. (The Daily Star) 

Example 6: China would present the forum a debt sustainability framework to “prevent debt 
risks.” (Bangkok Post) 

Example 7: The Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) has received the support of many countries 
across the world. (Pretoria News) 

In the news discourse of example 1, the verb “delivered” mainly describes the fact of President 
Xi delivering a forum speech to all the relegates attended from different countries. Without too 
much esteem or concern have been shown, just reporting in a neutral way of depicting facts. 
And in this text, the actor is President Xi, and the non-overt objects are all the forum attenders. 

However, on the contrary, things take on different pictures in Example 2 and Example 3, which 
are from American and English newspapers. In Example 2, the main verb is “champion,” whose 
actor is President Xi, and the object is “BRI.” This sentence seems to be descriptive, but when 
taking a closer look at the verb “champion” that is used to depict the material process, it can be 
found that the image of a self-esteemed, proud and haughty China has stealthily emerged on. 
And this kind of wording is what American newspapers have employed to construct the 
national image of China. In addition, in Example 3, the actors are “raft of countries,” and the 
verb is “refuse.” The thing that has been refused is the actors’ behavior in attending this forum. 
Likewise, it seemingly describes the fact, yet the lexical choice is brimming with disapproving 
attitude, emphasizing the negative side of BRI and undermining China’s national image. 

With respect to material process of news reports from countries along the BRI routes, it can be 
analyzed out that, at least, the attitudes of these countries are above the level of negative, with 
less hostility and more friendliness and positiveness, which can be proved by the following 
analyses. 

In Example 4, it points out that BRI can provide those developing countries which have signed 
a memorandum with infrastructures. The actor of the verb “offer” is China, the initiative 
launcher, and the objects are countries along the routes, showing this material process is 
actually a beneficial process. That is exactly the most important notion of embarking “BRI,” 
mutual benefits and win-win process. 

Example 5 is definitely an objective description of the material process, which equally points 
out the fact that some projects keep being constructed, while some are caused due to certain 
problems arising in the process. There are two verbs in this sentence, namely, “are ongoing” 
and “have been caught up,” naturally forming a contrast and thus highlighting its objectivity. 

In Example 6, it illustrates the solution that has come up with by the Chinese government when 
confronted with others’ concern about debt. Also, the actor of this material process in China and 
the object of the verb “present” is the solution targeted to dispel other countries’ misgivings 
and concerns. 

Example 7 attaches an emphasis on the positive fact of BRI gaining worldwide supports. And 
the participants of the verb “receive” are BRI and “supports,” with the former being an actor 
and the latter being an object. 

As can be seen, judging from these seven examples mentioned above, news reports from Time 
and Guardian take completely different perspectives in elaborating the same events towards 
China’s BRI, forming a stark contrast with the attitudes that China has held, as well as countries 
along the routes, who describe the material processes of the same events in an objective way, 
while American and English news reports are concentrating on the negative side, exaggerating 
the problems and situation that are faced by Chinese government, and undermining Chinese 
national image. 
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4.2.3. Theme selection 

The significance of analysis of theme selection lies in its providing insights into the structure of 
news texts and how the texts attempt to inform the readers the thing that is intended to be 
informed. In other words, through analysis of theme selection, more profound things can be 
revealed. With respect to the types of themes, there are two kinds, namely, unmarked themes 
and marked themes. 

The marked theme is the kind of theme mapped with propositional, adverbial phrases and 
complements, expressing time, place, manner and so on. Since marked theme accounts for a 
small proportion, detailed researches will not be conducted. 

Needless to say, an unmarked theme is one that doesn’t have such phrases, mainly taking on 
the form of declarative clauses with a compliment. And here are some typical examples of 
unmarked themes collected from these mass media mentioned above. And the words in 
boldface are unmarked themes. 

Example 8: The People’s Bank of China will “build an open, market-oriented financing and 
investment system.” (People’s Daily) 

Example 9: Critics have also called for China to Institutionalize the Belt and Road Initiative.  
(Time) 

Example 10: The country has criticized some of China’s lending to the Pacific region. (Guardian)   

Example 11: E.U. powers France and Germany, which have taken a careful stance about BRI, 
sent cabinet members, with French Foreign Minister Jean-Yves Le Drian saying the Silk Road 
must be a “two-way street.” (The Peninsula Qatar’s Daily Newspaper) 

Example 12: Visiting leaders will be headlined by Russia’s Vladimir Putin, as well as Prime 
Minister Imran Khan of Pakistan, a close China ally and among the biggest recipients of Belt and 
Road investment, and Prime Minister Giuseppe Conte of Italy, which recently became the first 
G7 country to sign on to the initiative. (The Daily Star) 

Example 13: Leaders from 37 countries have come to Beijing for the three-day forum, with 
officials from scores of other nations in attendance. (Bangkok Post) 

Example 14: Ambassador Anil Sooklal, the Department of International Relations and Co-
operation’s deputy director-general, warned that the initiative train was now moving at great 
speed - and if one did not get on, one would be left behind. (Pretoria News) 

Through these contrastive examples listed above, we can make a tentative conclusion that 
compared with Time and Guardian, news reports from People’s Daily and other mainstream 
media mentioned in the current study are inclined to rely on authoritative discourse and pay 
more attention to the major figures and leaders in the international society. On the contrary, 
American and English reports are apt to merely select themes that speak badly of the BRI or 
focusing on the discourse of their own leaders, scholars and researchers. And it will unarguably 
damage the reliability of these news reports, for their being biased and one-sided. 

4.3. Interpretation analysis of news reports 

The analysis of interpretation in this stage is mainly realized by intertextuality. As an essential 
concept in Fairclough’s three-dimensional model, intertextuality primarily means that one text 
is full of fragments from other texts. 

In terms of the ways that one text can be borrowed from another text, there direct speech and 
indirect speech, with the former being able to strengthen authenticity as well as avoiding 
responsibility, the latter capable of adding attitudes stealthily. 

Therefore, by analyzing intertextuality, potentially hidden ideologies can be revealed. And in 
the current study, the analysis will focus on news sources and reporting modes. 
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4.3.1. News source 

In journalism, a news source refers to the person who provides the readers will opinions, ideas 
and information. And when the sources are considered, there are specified, semi-specified and 
unspecified news sources. Likely, some typical examples and analyses will be listed here. 

Example 15: Chinese President Xi Jinping pledged to clean up his signature Belt and Road 
infrastructure program. 

Example 16: Some call the colossal program a new Marshall Plan, arguing that it could radically 
reduce the costs of international trade as well as underpin the economic transformation of 
emerging countries. 

Example 17: Others have cited environmental concerns, as Chinese companies build coal power 
projects around the world. 

Example 18: Pakistani Prime Minister Imran Khan, who said his country was an “enthusiastic” 
supporter of Belt and Road, called for the creation of an office for anti-corruption cooperation. 

Example 19: Some Belt and Road projects “are going through a period of rationalization and 
evaluation,” said Li Lifan, deputy director-general of the Centre for Belt and Road Initiative 
Studies 

Example 20: “Everything should be done in a transparent way, and we should have zero 
tolerance for corruption,” Xi said. 

Example 21: China’s ambassador to South Africa, Lin Songtian, indicated the confidence of the 
international community in the BRI. 

As can be seen from these examples, the news source from countries along the BRI routes are 
more likely to borrow the text from a specific person who can take responsibility for their 
words. Thus a sense of authenticity can be delivered. And this type of news source is called 
specified news source, for example, deputy director Xi Jinping, Pakistani Prime Minister and 
China’s ambassador to South Africa. 

 Nevertheless, it is unarguably true that countries like America and England prefer choosing 
unspecified news sources, just as themes like “others” and “critics,” which are called unspecified 
news sources. By means of employing this kind of source, some ideas that are not initially meant 
by the speakers but are actually what the news reporters or news agencies intend to deliver 
can be added. This is such a stealthy way of avoiding the responsibility of saying so and making 
a third party committed the crime. 

By obscuring the source, of course, the authenticity will be lowered. However, American Time 
and English Guardian are willing to take the risk of losing authenticity is not because of 
carelessness but actually due to their deliberate intention to add their ideologies under the 
table, in the control of the powers that are dominating and prevailing. 

4.3.2. Reporting modes 

According to Fairclough, reporting models fall into two types, namely, the direct discourse and 
the indirect discourse. Just as their names suggest, direct discourse directly cites the speakers’ 
words and sayings. Indirect discourse means that the speakers’ words and saying be 
paraphrased and summarized by the news reporters. In the process of indirect discourse, the 
chances are that the news reporters can add their own ways of thinking, their ideas and 
thoughts during the process of paraphrasing and summarizing. Some typical examples will be 
listed as follows. 

Example 22: “The Belt and Road initiative (BRI) is not a geopolitical tool, but a platform for 
cooperation,” Chinese foreign minister Wang Yi said last week. 

Example 23: Chinese officials have already pledged this week to improve funding arrangements 
for projects along with the Belt and Road network. 
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Example 24: They include a more muted publicity drive, clearer rules for state-owned 
enterprises, restricted use of the Belt and Road brand, and building overseas auditing and anti-
corruption mechanisms, according to officials and participants. 

Example 25: China has also rejected accusations that Belt and Road is a “debt trap” and a 
geopolitical tool for Beijing’s ambitions of becoming a global superpower. 

Example 26: “I hope relevant people can overcome the ‘allergies’ they have towards the Belt 
and Road as soon as possible so China and Germany can cooperate to jointly tap the benefits 
from it,” Wu Ken, China’s new ambassador in Germany, said earlier this month. 

Example 27: In a nod to the concerns over loans, Xi said, “we also need to ensure the commercial 
and fiscal sustainability of all projects so that they will achieve the intended goals as planned.” 

Example 28: He addressed the world’s naysayers, saying there were “certain people” in the U.S. 
and other Western countries who were “fearful that China and the world would realize 
interconnected and common development.” 

Though the examples from each news report are limited, these are typical and highly 
representative examples. Through analyzing the words in boldface in these sentences, it can be 
said that People’s Daily in China and other news agencies from countries along the routes 
employ direct discourse more often than indirect discourse.  

And in Example 25 and 28, even it can not be counted as total discourse. News reporters will 
add certain words that are directly quoted by the speakers. In doing so, no matter its direct 
course or semi-direct discourse, the objectivity and authenticity can be realized since personal 
changes and reporters’ inference with be avoided to a large extent. 

Notwithstanding the fact that employing indirect discourse is partially due to the intention of 
avoiding repeating the original text and just showing the important ideas, more often than not, 
news reporters take advantage of this characteristic and effect their inference under the table, 
so as to make the readers take in what is written down unconsciously. And that’s exactly how 
the ideologies have affected their influence and started to take control of the reader’s idea, or 
the mass idea. 

Just as shown in Example 23 and 24, American and English newspapers use indirect discourses 
to obscure the information and reduce the authenticity of the events that have been embedded 
in the information. The information in Examples 23 and 24 is intended to show the efforts that 
have been made by the Chinese government and the resulting solutions that have been 
proposed accordingly. However, when it comes to the reporting models of the positive 
information, which goes a long way to better China’s national image in the whole world, 
especially in the eyes of American and English people, the news reports choose to provide the 
information in a vague and unclear way of indirect discourse, which can hard to be said as 
objective, not deliberated and biased. 

4.4. Explanation analysis of news reports 

With respect to the explanation stage, three sub-aspects will be analyzed respectively, in an 
attempt to delve into the deeper reasons of such kinds of interpretations of these news reports 
mentioned above. 

And the hidden ideologies and powers are expected to be revealed in terms of institutional 
context, situation context as well as social context. 

4.4.1. Institutional context 

This part places a great premium on the differences of institutional contexts of the media of 
these different countries selected, namely, People’s Daily, Time, Guardian, The Peninsula 
Qatar’s Daily Newspaper, The Daily Star, Bangkok Post and Pretoria News.  

First and foremost, the institutional context of People’s Daily in China will be briefly introduced. 
The People’s Daily is the largest newspaper group in China, which is an official newspaper of 
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the Central Committee of the Communist Party of China. Such state-run media, more often than 
not, will be subject to the news guidelines set by just governments. Abiding by these guidelines, 
they can be under the supervision of the Party and state.  As a powerful tool of maintaining the 
image of the Party and the state, it takes the responsibility to deliver important thoughts and 
initiatives of the Party. Thus, in the process of fulfilling its duty, inevitably, more positive lexical 
choices, direct discourses and specified news sources will be employed. And this is on the one 
hand. 

On the other hand, quoting speeches and remarks from authoritative leaders and state leaders 
can, to a large extent, enhances authority and authenticity, being more convincing and self-
evident. 

On the contrary, Times and Guardian are personal-run magazines and newspapers, which are 
said to be entirely independent of the states and government, flaunting their so-called freedom 
of speech and “people's right of knowing the real truth." Ironically, through these analyses 
shown above, their news reports, at least towards China's BRI, can hard to be labeled as 
"neutral" without any biases. As one of the most influential newspapers in the developed 
countries, both Times and Guardian are expected to objectively examine the international 
issues and situation, yet the reality is that, more often than not, unwarranted concerns and lack 
of correct interpretation of BRI usually dominates and prevails. And the reason that is hidden 
behind is that, though these news agencies are personal-run, they are financially backed up by 
those super-rich politicians and business magnets, who are the real ones that take control of 
the public opinion. And actually, it is those small proportion of "powerful somebodies" that 
represents the ideologies and people's ways of thinking.  

As for the institutional contexts of news agencies from countries in Saudi Arabia, Bangladesh, 
Thailand, and South Africa, though they aren't state-run, to a large extent, it can be said that 
they are making strenuous efforts to escape the influence form those powerful countries in the 
world, and try to be objective and descriptive to the events that happen, reporting both the 
negative and positive sides. 

4.4.2. Situation context 

When it comes to the situational contexts, the diplomatic relationships between China and 
countries along the routes, as well as among China and America & England, should be taken into 
consideration.  

As the largest developing country in the world, China has been taking responsibility to enhance 
the development of itself and the whole world by constantly coming up with international plans 
with Chinese wisdom. And BRI is such a good example. Those countries that have joined the 
group of BRI are mainly developing countries, which want to enhance their development 
together with other countries. Thus, it can be said that China is in a promising diplomatic 
relationship with countries along the road, which can be indicated from those news reports that 
have been published in these developing countries. 

Nevertheless, as big and powerful developed countries in the world, America and England are 
more concerned with their own economic interests and political status, getting used to lead the 
world, and unwilling to be led by another increasingly developing country.  And the media 
mainly serve the political groups behind America and English. 

4.4.3. Social context 

Based on the analysis of text analysis and discourse practice, the main content of social context 
is ideological analysis. 

The differences between the Chinese social system and ideologies and those of America and 
England lie in that China commits to a social communist system while these two countries 
uphold capitalism. Due to distinct thinking patterns, or even two contrasting systems, it is 
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inevitable that some initiatives that are proposed and spoken highly by China will be resisted 
and disapproved by these two capitalist countries. 

Unlike America and England, in spite of the fact that Saudi Arabia, Bangladesh, Thailand, and 
South Africa are all capitalist countries, they are not that ambitious and powerful as America 
and England. Due to the comparatively lagging economies of these countries, the majority of 
them concentrate on the better development of their own countries, paying little attention to 
the rival of international status and political influence.  

4.5. Summary 

This section has elaborated on the concrete analyses of news reports from China, the U.S., the 
U.K., as well as countries along the Belt and Road Initiative routes based on the theoretic 
framework of Fairclough's three-dimensional model.  

Since different language strategies have been employed in these reports, the concrete analyses 
are mainly conducted from three aspects, namely, the text analysis, the interpretation analysis 
as well as the explanation analysis, in which the second analysis is illustrated with more than 
20 examples and detailed analyses. All of this is done to explore how the national image of China 
has been constructed through language strategies by countries with different degrees of 
development and involvement in BRI. In addition, what kind of ideologies and powers have 
been unveiled is the core part of the whole analysis. 

5. Conclusion 

5.1. Overview 

This section serves as the conclusion of this current study. Section 5.2 mainly summarizes the 
findings of the research. Section 5.3 will list some limitations of this study, together with some 
suggestions for further study. 

5.2. Findings of the research 

From this study, it's safe to conclude that hidden-behind ideologies can be analyzed out by 
delving into lexical choices, transitivity, theme selection, news sources and so on. And now, the 
three research questions can be answered as follows. 

Firstly, language strategies that are most frequently employed by news reports can be mainly 
described from three aspects. From the description aspect, lexical choice, transitivity, modality 
and theme selection can engaged. In addition, from the interpretation aspect, news source and 
reporting modes are more likely to be applied. Besides, from the explanation aspect, analysis 
about institutional contexts, situational contexts as well as social contexts can be delved into in 
an attempt to better reveal the ideologies and powers. 

Secondly, when it comes to the construction of China's national images by different news 
reports from different countries, detailed analyses have been represented in Section four and 
will not go into details. However, one thing that deserves mentioning is that China's national 
images have been deliberately constructed as ambitious and cruel by American and English 
news agencies, which have entrenched biases and misunderstandings towards China. And in 
the eyes of news agencies from countries along the routes, China's international images are 
comparatively objective and closer to reality. And China's national image, in the eyes of Chinese 
media, is more likely to be a responsible country, aiming to deliver development of itself as well 
as of the whole world. 

Thirdly, the ideologies and powers that are hidden behind can, to a large extent, be unveiled 
through elaborated studies on those language strategies that have been mentioned in the first 
finding. News reports, under the control of the ideologies of their own country, apply these 
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language strategies to guide or control readers to form a thinking pattern that is expected by 
the news reporters or powers. 

5.3. Limitations and suggestions 

Admittedly, there are some limitations of this current study.  

First of all, due to the fact that there are more than 100 countries along the BRI routes, and in 
each country, there are various different news reports about China's BRI, these news reports 
that are selected in this current studies can be said to be comparatively less.  

And secondly, in the process of practical analysis, some typical examples from countries along 
the routes are analyzed and elaborated as a whole, failing to be singled out and analyzed one 
by one. 

And when it comes to the suggestions towards further studies in this domain, having taken full 
consideration of the limitations mentioned above, more data from a wider range of countries 
and news agencies are expected to be added. And it will be even better to conduct this kind of 
study based on a corpus analysis, which is more convincing since the current study is just a 
qualitative one. 
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