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Abstract 

This paper starts from the concept of land-stall economy, and proposes that the land-
stall economy is divided into four types based on the different locations and 
development forms of land stalls. After affirming the positive role of Land-stall economy, 
taking Anhui Province as an example, this paper investigates the development status and 
operation mode of Land-stall economy in Anhui Province. Taking Hefei City and Bengbu 
City as the research object, this paper makes an interview and investigation to the streets 
and regions where the land-stall economy is relatively concentrated, so as to understand 
the current situation of land-stall economy development and analyze the existing 
problems. Finally, around the local government, this paper put forward the 
countermeasures to promote the orderly development of land-stall economy in Anhui 
Province. 
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1. Introduction 

In the post-epidemic era, new fields, new business models and new things are being fully spread. 
At their press conferences, Premier Li Keqiang publicly endorsed the all-to-all economy, with 
more than 100,000 jobs added in just two months after the Chengdu government opened the 
economy. Affected by the COVID-19, the income of many families in China has declined.  Premier 
Keqiang Li also said that China's per capita annual income is 30,000 yuan, and 600 million 
people monthly income is only 1000 yuan. For the current China, the value of the land-stall 
economy is great. In a small sense, it can solve the employment problem of some families. In a 
large sense, in the form of today’s high threshold of entrepreneurship, the land-stall economy 
is a way of entrepreneurship with low access threshold. Of course, the land-stall economy also 
faces various problems, such as road occupation, poor product quality, etc. In the post-epidemic 
era, the land-stall economy is an important way to make the city recover quickly. Studying the 
land-stall economy, finding out the existing problems and putting forward countermeasures 
through its development status, is crucial to the future development[1]. 

2. The concept, classification and role of land sharing economy 

2.1. The concept of land-stall economy 

The land-stall economy generally refers to the source of income obtained through the operation 
of small commodities through land stalls, which is an important part of the informal economy. 
The formation of large-scale land-stall economy in China can be traced back to the pre-Qin 
period, which is accompanied by the emergence of commodity circulation. Modern land sharing 
economy refers to a commercial economic model with low cost and free operation, which is a 
typical form of mobile operation with low cost, low threshold and low risk. Moreover, the 
present 'land-stall economy' is not only a commercial gathering, but also a cultural landscape, 
with his unique form and content rich city culture, show the city style[2]. 
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2.2. Classification of land-stall economy 

In order to facilitate the study of the problem, according to the geographical location and 
development form of the stall, the author divides the land-stall economy into four types. The 
first kind of land-spreading economy refers to: the street or area where the land-spreading is 
located adopts pure land-spreading mobile mode of operation, there is no fixed business place 
and there are no or few shops around it, such as Nanmen snack street of Anhui University of 
Finance and Economics in Bengbu City. The second type of land-saver economy refers to the 
corresponding supermarket shops in the area where the land-savers are located. Land-savers 
and shops complement each other, promote each other and develop together, such as the 
surrounding area of the department store building in Bengbu City and the surrounding area of 
Wanda Pearl Square in Bengbu City. The third kind of land-stall economy refers to: the location 
of the land-stall itself is the famous tourist attractions or network well-known cards, the use of 
professional management, such as Hefei Lei Street, Half Street. The fourth kind of land-stall 
economy refers to : land-stall has formed a large-scale, market-oriented, refined, professional 
all-class small commodity market, the place is not only a national small commodity trading 
center, but also in turn to promote the development of local manufacturing industry, in the 
small commodity market scale expansion at the same time to promote the rise of local industry, 
the formation of a complete business closed loop, such as the national well-known obligations 
of small commodity wholesale market. Since this type is the ultimate form of the development 
of amortization economy the formation of Yiwu small commodity market has its special 
background, this paper mainly analyzes the previous three types of land-stall economy. 

2.3. The function of land-stall economy 

2.3.1. Meeting the needs of some low-consumption groups 

Compared with large supermarkets, the goods sold on the stalls are mainly low-priced goods, 
which lowers the consumption threshold. It is a suitable choice for the elderly with thrifty 
homes and the students with low consumption level. Moreover, due to people’s long-standing 
consumption habits, most Chinese people like to walk around the stalls in the evening, which 
can not only alleviate the fatigue of public work, but also promote the development of the land-
stall economy to some extent. 

2.3.2. Reduce operating costs and entrepreneurial thresholds 

Due to the owner does not need to bear expensive rent, decoration costs, advertising costs and 
taxes paid, so that the owner's operation compared to the traditional store greatly reduced the 
cost. In addition, the apportionment economy has exempted a large number of complex 
procedures, greatly reduced the employment threshold and attracted more people to 
participate in the apportionment economy. Nowadays, not only some older people choose to 
engage in the land-stall economy, but also some college students who have mastered the skills 
and have just graduated choose to engage in the land-stall economy. From the survey, we know 
that the main reason is that the cost of the operation of the land-stall economy is very low and 
the liquidity is very strong. If sales are not very good in a region, stall owners tend to change 
their places and ways of doing business, which also reduces the risk of entrepreneurial failure 
to some extent, so the land-stall economy is very suitable for young people to start businesses. 

2.3.3. To some extent alleviate employment pressure 

In 2020, with the outbreak of the new coronavirus, the employment environment has 
undergone great changes, and the number of graduates in China in 2020 is about 8.47 million, 
which is about 400 thousand more than in 2019. According to the data of the National Bureau 
of Statistics, the unemployment rate in December 2019 is 5.2%. After the outbreak of the new 
coronavirus, the unemployment rate in February 2020 is as high as 6.2%, and the 
unemployment rate in May 2020 is still as high as 5.9%. Until March 2021, the unemployment 
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rate in China decreased to 5.1%. Obviously, the policy of 'guaranteed employment' has been 
greatly challenged, and the Land-stall economy has become a choice for many people to choose 
employment, re-employment or temporary employment because of its low threshold, low cost 
and low risk characteristics. Moreover, it is reported that after the Chengdu government took 
the lead in opening up the land-stall economy, more than 100,000 jobs were increased in just 
two months. It can be said that the land-stall economy has greatly alleviated the severe 
employment pressure during the current epidemic period. It can be said that in the market, 
each stall is supporting a family. Whether a family is happy or not is also closely related to the 
management of land stalls[3]. 

 

Table 1. The unemployment rate of the national survey in the last half year 
rate of unemployment (%) 5.2 5.2 5.4 5.5 5.3 5.1 

month 
November 

2020 
December 

2020 
January 

2021 
February 

2021 
March 
2021 

April 
2021 

data sources: National Bureau of Statistics (http://www.stats.gov.cn/) 

 

2.3.4. Promoting regional economic development 

When the local land-stall economy develops into a large-scale, market-oriented, refined and 
specialized full-class small commodity market, it not only creates a large number of jobs for 
local residents, promotes the development of local small commodity manufacturing industry, 
creates a huge tax source for the government, but also becomes a national or even global small 
commodity wholesale market, forming a complete benign business cycle. 

3. Status quo of land-stall economic development in Anhui Province 

3.1. Selection of research objects 

Out of the city's development level, representativeness and convenience and other factors, the 
author takes Hefei and Bengbu as the research object, through field visits, questionnaires are 
distributed to consumers (146 valid questionnaires are collected, and the effective rate is about 
64.8%) to study the development and operation mode of land assessment economy in Anhui 
Province. 

3.2. Distribution of stalls and composition of operators 

Through field visits, it is found that most of the stalls are concentrated in areas with large 
population flow around such as schools, hospitals, stations, tourist attractions, and commercial 
centers. The age of the stall owners is roughly distributed between 30 and 40 years old (detailed 
data in Table 1). In large-scale blocks, most of the stalls are operated jointly by husband and 
wife, with snacks, clothing, and recreational projects as the main business. The stalls are fixed 
and the stalls are not their sideline but the main business. It is also known from their mouths 
that the peak season is often in summer and weekend holidays, and the night traffic is much 
larger than that in the daytime. The average daily turnover is mostly CNY 300–600, accounting 
for about 75.30%. (Note: In order to eliminate the influence of non-business days, the turnover 
shown in Figure 1 is the turnover of the assessed day.) 

 

Table 2. Age composition of stallholders 
Age(years) under 20 20-30 30-40 40-50 50-60 over 60 

number 8 26 121 73 32 4 

 

http://www.stats.gov.cn/
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Figure 1. Distribution proportion of daily sales of land stalls 

 

3.3. Current situation of consumers in land-stall economy 

By collecting 146 questionnaires and combining with field research, we find that the main 
consumer groups of the land-stall economy are not the initially expected elderly, but the young 
people aged 20–30 are the main force of consumption. Most of these consumers are students at 
school and those who have just worked for a short time after graduation. Their consumption is 
mainly snacks and food, supplemented by leisure and entertainment activities. The 
questionnaire shows that most people spend about CNY 20-50 on a showdown, and very little 
more than CNY 50. Details are shown in Figure 2. Land-stall consumers are given priority to 
with food snacks, like to go closer to their place, not only because of its convenience, but also 
people choose to close because of more familiar with the things around the stall, for high-quality 
and low-price stalls they tend to become return guests. 

 

 
Figure 2. The distribution of the number of consumers in the stalls 
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4. The problems of land-stall economy in Anhui Province 

4.1. The development of land-stall economy will pollute the surrounding 
environment. 

Since the development of the land-stall economy inevitably produces some negative 
externalities, environmental pollution is the most obvious and the most deeply felt point for 
residents around the stall. Among them, the environmental pollution caused by snack 
management is the most serious. In general, the vendors who manage such business often 
directly dump the oil-contaminated wastewater and other waste directly in the nearby sewers 
in order to facilitate, and even some vendors with poor environmental awareness deal with 
these garbage locally, resulting in a layer of obvious oil stains on the nearby asphalt pavement, 
and the surrounding residents are deeply affected. In addition, some residents reflect that some 
vendors often use large horns to sell, and the noise generated is also a kind of torture to them. 
Especially when the day of work is planned to rest, the outside horns make them bored. From 
this point of view, the development of land-stall economy will affect the appearance of the city, 
and also has a negative impact on the selection of local civilized cities. It can be seen that the 
environmental problems caused by the land-stall economy are more difficult. 

4.2. The development of land-stall economy will affect the orderly 
development of urban traffic 

As mentioned above, the stalls are mostly concentrated in areas with large population flow and 
traffic volume, such as stations, hospitals and schools, which causes great pressure on the stable 
operation of urban transportation. Through the visit we found that even some vendors in order 
to operate and even occupy the sidewalks, lanes, etc., and this behavior is easily followed by 
other vendors imitate, causing more serious congestion. The improper operation of the land-
stall economy not only increases the cost of residents' travel, but also brings some difficulties 
to road managers and puts some pressure on the orderly operation of local traffic. 

4.3. Consumers’distrust of the quality of stall products 

Through questionnaires and field research, we found that consumers generally do not believe 
in the quality of products, worry about after-sales and other issues. The goods sold on the stalls 
are various, diverse and cheap. However, the quality of goods is often uneven, and counterfeit 
goods are rampant, making it difficult for consumers to distinguish between true and false. Even 
some consumers say they won't buy the physical goods sold on the stall, and the frequency of 
buying snacks and other delicious food is not very high, because they feel that the food sold on 
the stall often won't use high quality, guaranteed food materials and accessories, that if the high 
frequency of eating these foods will cause some damage to their health. 

4.4. The development of land-stall economy is not conducive to the effective 
prevention and control of the COVID-19 

The sudden, widespread and long-lasting outbreak of the new coronavirus was surprising.  As 
a sudden uncertainty event, the COVID-19 had a huge impact on the development of national 
economy. The beginning of the epidemic coincided with the Spring Festival, in order to prevent 
the spread of the epidemic, promote the separation of residents at home, in addition to the 
necessary business activities to stop all unnecessary entertainment, commercial activities and 
other measures[4], some cities with more serious epidemic even adopted the measures of 
closing the city. On the one hand, due to the decrease of people’s travel during the epidemic 
period, it had a negative impact on the stall economy. On the other hand, as an economic model 
with large population flow and strong agglomeration, if it was allowed to develop freely, it will 
inevitably bring huge hidden dangers to the prevention and control of the COVID-19. 
Fortunately, the COVID-19 in China has taken a positive attitude. With the joint efforts of the 
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government and the people, the new coronavirus has been effectively controlled in China. At 
the same time, the research and development of new coronavirus in China’s biomedical 
enterprises is also in a leading position. At present, there are six new coronaviruses that have 
been listed in China, which has played a great role in the prevention and control of the epidemic 
in China. In the context of the effective control of the epidemic, the resumption of production 
has begun in an orderly manner, and the development of the land-stall economy is gradually on 
track. 

4.5. The land-stall economy often has the phenomenon of disorderly operation 
and lack of supervision. 

When visiting, it is found that the areas with loose management are usually dirty and disorderly, 
with less passenger flow. In areas with large population flow, such as school hospitals, stall 
owners often compete for favorable areas to cause conflicts. There are many reasons for this. 
First of all, for the market supervision department of the stalls, whether it is urban management 
or the management department of the local neighborhood committees, their personnel are 
limited, their working hours are relatively fixed, and their management methods are relatively 
transparent, while the stall operators are omnipresent and omnipresent[5]. Secondly, the 
owners of stalls will abide by the relevant rules when there are regulators. However, when the 
regulators are off duty, the operators begin to occupy and pile up in order to seize the favorable 
stalls. Some owners also start dumping garbage and oil pollution and other uncivilized 
behaviors in order to facilitate and efficiency. 

5. Countermeasures to promote the development of land-stall economy in 
Anhui Province 

The development of land sharing economy certainly plays an extremely important role in 
increasing employment, ensuring people’s livelihood and promoting economic development.  
However, as mentioned above, the development of the apportionment economy will also 
produce certain negative externalities, resulting in some adverse effects, and there are also 
some practical problems in the development of the apportionment economy. How to internalize 
the external effects of the land sharing economy, the following author will put forward some 
countermeasures to promote the orderly and sound development of the land sharing economy 
in Anhui Province based on reality and feasibility. 

5.1. Perfecting laws and regulations concerning Land-stall economy 

The first is the issue of legitimacy. Although Premier Keqiang Li signed the decree of the State 
Council and announced ”Measures for investigating and punishing unlicensed operations”, he 
stipulated that the place and time designated by the local people’s government at or above the 
county level, selling agricultural and sideline products, daily necessities, or individuals using 
their own skills to engage in convenient labor activities without obtaining permission according 
to law do not belong to license-free operation. However, it does not mean that anyone can carry 
out the operation of land stalls at will. The author believes that the local government should 
improve the access threshold of the second type and above land-stall economy, clarify the urban 
management authority[6], strengthen industrial supervision, and set up some industrial 
standards. In this way, the local government should take laws and regulations as the basis, and 
take local government departments as the supervision to ensure the orderly development of 
the second type and above land-stall economy. When the industry access threshold increases, 
the quality of goods and services provided by operators will naturally be improved, but also to 
some extent to avoid the spread of poor product quality, after-sales completely unsecured 
phenomenon and some consumers stereotype. 
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5.2. Planning the area and guiding orderly operation 

For the four major types of Land-stall economy, the local government should reasonably divide 
the commodity business area. This measure can not only avoid conflicts caused by disorderly 
operation and competing for advantageous terrain between the owners of the Land-stall, but 
also allow consumers to enter the region to produce a sense of cleanliness and trust in the 
products of the Land-stall, change consumer preferences and thus enhance consumer desire. 
The development of a 'Land-stall economy' does not occupy fire channels and blind roads, and 
it is necessary to select suitable streets for sharing and rationally plan the number and seating 
of stalls [7]. After dividing the business area, different requirements should be made for different 
stalls. For food and catering stalls, we require them to obtain health licenses. For clothing and 
toys and other department stores, we require them to provide corresponding after-sales 
protection, and it is not necessary for the industry to operate within a certain period of time. 

5.3. Strengthening environmental protection 

Because the land-stall economy is mostly open-air business, it is inevitable to produce a lot of 
garbage. The government should coordinate the corresponding sanitation force, and focus on 
the streets and regions with good business performance, wide area and large population flow. 
Because these areas tend to have larger passenger flow and sales than the general area, it can 
take amortized operators to collect certain sanitation costs to pay sanitation workers, and the 
fees must be open and transparent. 

5.4. Establishing the mechanism of rewards and punishments for vendors 

The local government can give some rewards to the vendors who abide by the rules and 
regulations, and carry out punitive measures for the vendors who occupy roads illegally and 
dump garbage locally, such as fines and the establishment of blacklists. When the vendors 
violate the rules and regulations for many times in a period of time, destroy the business order, 
and continuously enter the blacklist for many times, the relevant departments will cancel their 
business qualifications and introduce other vendors to replace them. In addition, when the 
government rewards and punishes the stall owners, it is best to establish a WeChat group 
containing the stall owners initiated by the regional regulators, and the rewards and 
punishments are carried out in the WeChat group, which plays a certain exemplary role. 
Moreover, this group can also be used as a medium for communication and information 
transmission between vendors. 

5.5. Strengthening the supervision of the masses 

The development of land-stall economy often has a direct impact on local residents. On the one 
hand, the development of land-stall economy will greatly facilitate and enrich the lives of local 
residents, but on the other hand, due to its environmental, traffic and other issues will also 
reduce the quality of life of local residents. Although the government is the main supervisor of 
the Land-stall economy, its functions and energy are always limited and cannot be exhaustive. 
Therefore, it is necessary to guide the residents to exercise their right of supervision, and 
gradually strengthen the mass supervision of the land-stall economy by setting up perfect 
channels for reporting and complaining, organizing retired cadres who are willing to continue 
to give full play to their surplus heat and other positive and effective measures,so as to promote 
the orderly development of the land-stall economy under the mutual cooperation of the 
government and the masses. 

5.6. Pay attention to COVID-19 prevention and control 

Due to the excellent performance of China in responding to the epidemic situation, all regions 
have orderly started the reproduction work in all walks of life, and the land-stall economy has 
gradually recovered. However, due to the characteristics of large population flow and strong 
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aggregation of the land-stall economy, it is necessary to strengthen the prevention and control 
of the epidemic situation. Temperature measuring points can be set at the street entrance, and 
the temperature of the entrants does not exceed 37°C and the health code should be green to 
effectively reduce the spread of new coronavirus. 
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