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Abstract 

Classroom teaching is a process of dialogue and communication. Teaching is not only a 
fixed mode presented at a specific time, place, specific teacher and a group of students, 
but also let students question and ask questions, and have their own thinking power and 
independent thinking ability. The Chinese government has always attached great 
importance to the cultivation of high-quality talents. Collaborative debate teaching is an 
important direction of classroom teaching reform. It can improve students' cooperation 
ability, speculative ability, and logical inference ability. This is the training goal of 
graduate education. This article first sorts out and analyzes the relevant situation of the 
development of debate teaching, understands the theory and application practice of 
collaborative debate teaching, and based on the research results of debate theory at 
home and abroad, by studying some cases of collaborative debate in European and 
American countries, From the perspective of "social constructivism" learning theory, 
summarize the experience suitable for teaching in our country, and propose specific 
teaching design and methods, and apply them in the postgraduate teaching classroom. 
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1. Introduction 

In the 21st century's educational reform, classroom teaching is a process of dialogue and 
communication. Teaching is not only a fixed model presented at a specific time, place, specific 
teacher and a group of students, but also teaches students to question and raise questions. 
Questions, have their own ability to think and think independently, this process is subtle but 
worth investing time in trying and practicing. From Socratic questioning teaching method to 
modern dialogue teaching theory "The Joy of Learning-Towards Dialogue", people have been 
exploring how to make learning more efficient and how teachers can make students fully 
understand knowledge and continue to stimulate them to train students’ thinking and creativity. 
Reform and innovation is the spirit of the times. It changes the traditional lecture-based 
classroom teaching mode and introduces debate-based teaching. From passively accepting 
knowledge to encouraging students to have a deep understanding of relevant content and put 
forward their own opinions, actively engage in seminar-style learning with others, and debate 
Conflict and integrate opinions in the process. This kind of collaborative debate teaching can 
not only mobilize students' learning enthusiasm and subjective initiative, but also have a more 
thorough and profound mastery of knowledge, and exercise the ability of independent 
observation and independent thinking. This is the reform of postgraduate classroom teaching 
and the requirement of postgraduate training goals. It is a necessary form of cultivating 
innovative talents with critical thinking and collaboration capabilities. 
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2. Literature Review 

2.1. Review of Foreign Literature 

Toulmin (1958) proposed Toulmin's argument model, which listed the basic components of the 
argument. The model can support the scientific argument of student learning and evaluate the 
student argument. The Japanese educator Sato Gaku (2003) in "Quiet Revolution-Classroom 
Changes, Schools Will Change" believes that it should evolve from the unified teaching method 
and use collaborative and debate-based teaching methods. In the classroom, especially for 
students’ uncertain thinking or performance, teaching should be transformed into an active, 
cooperative, and reflective learning style. Yung Kevin Wai Ho and Benson P, Patkin J, Coniam D 
(2020) believe that in the process of communicative language teaching, the "fish tank debate" 
method can be used in teaching, which is also a kind of debate-based teaching model design. 
Ariñanos Ayala Susana, Arrue Marta, Zarandona Jagoba, Labaka Ainitze. (2021) believes that 
structured discussions in the teaching strategies of college nursing majors can enrich classroom 
content and help students better understand memory. Modern argumentation theory is still an 
important theoretical background for contemporary approaches. Frans H. Van Eemeren et al. 
(2021) on the theory of argumentation in the debate provides all scholars interested in 
argumentation, informal logic and rhetoric with the latest summary of various theoretical 
contributions on the development of argumentation theory. Regarding debate-based teaching 
and application practice, although foreign scholars have studied this subject earlier, they are 
constantly putting into practice and improving the teaching model. At the same time, they have 
checked relevant literature and found that collaborative debate teaching at the postgraduate 
education stage is not involved.  

2.2. Review of Domestic Literature 

Domestic theoretical analysis and classroom teaching application practice for debate-based 
teaching are mainly concentrated in literature, philosophy, economics and other disciplines. 
Zhang Fang (2021) believes that for traditional Marxist philosophy principles courses, the 
debate-based teaching method is conducive to cultivating students’ spontaneity, Autonomy and 
innovation are an attempt at traditional curriculum education; Chen Lisi (2021) believes that 
for college English listening teaching, debate-based teaching can effectively mobilize students’ 
enthusiasm for learning English and improve classroom efficiency; Hu Qingjiang and Li Houzhi 
(2020) propose international economics The study course has the characteristics of a high 
degree of integration of theory and practice, and discussion and debate teaching should be 
actively introduced. Zhu Liying and Jiang Ling (2020) believe that debating teaching can 
effectively mobilize students' classroom participation, and can improve the teaching quality 
and teaching effect of elective courses. From the perspective of domestic scholars on the field 
of debate-based teaching theory research and practical application, it covers a wide range, from 
compulsory education, secondary education to higher education and other fields have scholars 
conducting discussions (Zhu Guiqing, 2016; Xu Changru, 2019; Yang Yuting, 2020 ; Cai 
Jingcheng, 2020). 

To sum up, domestic scholars' research on debating teaching involves multiple disciplines, and 
the research on debating teaching practice is relatively comprehensive. There are also some 
explorations on the forms of debating teaching mode, such as situational experience, topic 
speculation, case analysis, etc. However, for the postgraduate course teaching, there are few 
innovative research and application discussion of debate teaching. There are few relevant 
literatures on how to conduct collaborative debate and situational pattern design in the 
graduate class, how to mobilize the enthusiasm of the graduate class and how to better cultivate 
the critical thinking and innovation of the graduate students. 



Volume 2 Issue 8, 2021 

DOI: 10.6981/FEM.202108_2(8).0003 

15 

Frontiers in Economics and Management 

ISSN: 2692-7608 

3. Analysis of the Status Quo of the Debating Teaching Model 

3.1. Traditional Debating Teaching Mode 

By consulting the existing literature and related materials, the current traditional debating 
teaching modes mainly include debating contest mode, free debating mode, and debating mode 
relying on network technology. The main characteristics of these modes are teacher-led, 
emphasizing that students are the main body of learning. Teachers should mobilize students' 
enthusiasm for learning, and realize the combination of teacher's leading role and student's 
enthusiasm. 

3.1.1. Debate Competition Mode 

The debate mode is basically divided into three steps. In the first step, teachers can design 
problem situations that meet the characteristics of students to meet teaching requirements and 
improve students' thinking expansion ability. Before the discussion, the teacher should do a 
good job of guiding, determine the topic and put forward specific requirements for the 
participating students. Students should carefully prepare relevant debate materials and write 
speech drafts. In the second step, students solve problems, through thinking, debating, 
summarizing, and conducting cooperation and exchanges to jointly explore the answers to the 
problems. Finally, at the end of the discussion, the teacher summarizes the debate, and can also 
optimize the concept of the next step of teaching design and develop the issues that will be 
studied in the next step. 

Teachers organize the teaching in the form of debate competitions. It is necessary to clarify the 
theme and confirm the number of participants. The problem situation can be discussed and 
maintain the order of the debate. Students should have a deep understanding of the debate and 
be fully prepared. Only in this way can the debate promote the students' true understanding 
and understanding of knowledge. 

3.1.2. Free Debate Mode 

The free debate mode is different from the debate contest mode. This mode is relatively free. It 
does not need to strictly follow certain rules and there is no limit to the number of participants. 
Students can freely choose their opponents in the debate and freely express their views. In the 
process of free debate, participants will have more different and novel ideas to stimulate and 
collide, which can broaden students' knowledge, enable students to explore more fields, have a 
deeper understanding of knowledge, and encourage more people to participate in the debate, 
and express your views and thoughts. 

3.1.3. Debate Mode Supported by Technology 

Information technology is a means for students to explore knowledge. The debate mode 
supported by technology is generally based on computer network support. A number of 
software systems that can provide debate programs are installed in the computer. Students 
input debate instructions into these systems, and use the logical framework, debate structure 
and related content provided by the program to build the debate framework, common 
programming modes such as dialogue games, role-playing assignments, designing debate maps, 
etc. This model is integrated with computer network technology and is in line with the current 
development trends of "Internet +" and big data. It can solve the problem that participants 
cannot gather debates in the same place. It can be implemented inside and outside the 
classroom, with strong flexibility. 
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3.2. The Advantages and Disadvantages of the Traditional Mode of Debating 
Learning 

3.2.1. The Advantages of the Traditional Mode of Debating Learning 

Compared with the traditional lecture-style teaching based on teacher's explanation, 
demonstration, and model reading, debate-based teaching has limitations, such as less student 
activities, fewer opportunities for students to participate, and susceptibility to teacher teaching 
experience and teaching materials. In the process of debating learning, students occupy a 
leading position, and teachers play an auxiliary and supportive role. Debating teaching can 
enable students to learn to actively acquire knowledge in the preparation of arguments in the 
early stage, and deepen their understanding of the depth and breadth of knowledge. The 
argumentation process can fully mobilize students' logical ability, argumentation ability, and 
strengthen students' psychological quality. This is also the reason why debating learning is 
advocated by educational scholars. 

3.2.2. Disadvantages of the Traditional Model of Debating Learning 

Since the current traditional debating learning mode is generally adversarial, whether it is a 
debating contest mode or a free debating mode, the purpose of the debate is to consolidate 
one's own point of view and refute the opponent's argument. But from the perspective of "social 
constructivism" learning theory, learning is the construction of knowledge, dialogue and 
communication in the classroom, while in the process of debating traditional teaching, students 
cannot negotiate with each other. The acceptance of different knowledge is not enough, and 
thus there is no real learning in constructivism. 

3.3. The Characteristics and Necessity of Collaborative Debate Teaching Mode 

3.3.1. Features of Collaborative Debate Teaching Mode 

Collaborative debate is a debate conducted by students to solve common problems. In the 
process of collaborative debate, students can improve their creativity, communication skills, 
cooperation and collaboration skills, critical thinking and problem-solving skills. Collaborative 
debates are based on knowledge Construction, collaboration and conversation between 
learners help learners to achieve a meaningfully constructed learning environment and 
activities, so as to achieve the purpose of common learning. 

 

 
Fig. 1 The total national education funding from 2012 to 2019 

Source: China Statistical Yearbook (2020) 

 

Rejuvenating the country through science and education is a basic national policy of our 
country, and education expenditure is an important part of our country’s fiscal expenditure. 
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Education is used to promote national development and social innovation, and to cultivate high-
quality and high-quality talents. According to the "Main Results of National Education Statistics 
in 2020" issued by the Development Planning Department of the Ministry of Education, in 2020, 
in the higher education stage, there will be 2,738 regular colleges and universities nationwide. 
Among them, there are 1,270 undergraduate colleges and universities (including 21 
undergraduate-level vocational schools); the total enrollment of various forms of higher 
education is 41.83 million, and the gross enrollment rate of higher education is 54.4%. The 
national general undergraduate and junior college enrolled a total of 9,674,500 students, with 
a total of 32,852,900 students. There are 1.1666 million postgraduates enrolled and 3.139 
million postgraduates. There are 1.8330 million full-time teachers in regular colleges and 
universities across the country.Figure 1 shows the total national education funding from 2012 
to 2019, and Figure 2 shows the statistics of the number of graduate students from 2012 to 
2019. 

 

 
Fig. 2 The statistics of the number of graduate students from 2012 to 2019 

Source: China Statistical Yearbook (2020) 

 

3.3.2. The Necessity of Collaborative Debate Teaching Mode 

As high-quality talents, graduate students are an important force for economic development 
and social progress, and they need to have a certain degree of innovation, service and practical 
ability. For the cultivation of graduate students, more attention should be paid to the 
improvement of students' comprehensive quality. The Ministry of Education's "Notice on the 
Implementation of the Spirit of the National Undergraduate Education Work Conference in the 
New Era" (Jiao Gaohan, 2018) stated that "all colleges and universities should comprehensively 
sort out the teaching content of each course and eliminate the "water class" , create a "golden 
class", reasonably increase the degree of academic challenge, increase the difficulty of the 
course, expand the depth of the course, and effectively improve the quality of course teaching." 
Curriculum is the core element of talent training. Teachers should change their teaching 
concepts, and collaborative debate teaching based on constructivism is the direction of 
postgraduate curriculum reform. 

First of all, collaborative debate is a kind of cooperative learning, which can not only cultivate 
students' independent learning ability, but also cultivate students' social skills. In this teaching 
process, students learn to communicate and cooperate with others and share their views, which 
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is of great benefit to the cultivation of the practical and collaborative ability of graduate 
students. In the development of social globalization and diversification, this kind of social skills 
is a necessary skill for learning to work in a close cooperation environment. Secondly, 
collaborative debate is conducive to promoting the development of students' deep thinking. In 
the process of collaborative debate, students can think about issues more comprehensively, 
instead of insisting on their own opinions, refuting or overwhelming each other’s opinions, they 
will learn to listen to others’ thoughts and opinions and reflect on their own opinions during 
the course of the debate. It is of great significance to improve logical ability, thinking ability and 
judgment. 

4. Classroom Teaching Design of Collaborative Debate Teaching Mode 

4.1. Selection of Learning Content 

Collaborative debate teaching is more effective in improving students' thinking ability. First of 
all, it is necessary to select textbooks and topics reasonably. The topic selection of the debate 
should be closely related to the student’s schedule and life, and be enlightening, and the number 
of topics selected from the textbook should not be too many, 2-3 are appropriate; secondly, the 
content of the topic selection needs to be researchable, so that students can recognize the topic 
of knowledge conflict or diversified viewpoints will expand the breadth and depth of students’ 
knowledge, and can trigger students’ in-depth thinking. 

4.2. Student Activity Design 

After forming a group and determining the topic, students need to read a lot of books, make 
efficient use of the open learning resources on the Internet, give full play to the ability of 
information retrieval, and access relevant materials for accumulation and preparation. This is 
conducive to enhancing students' learning autonomy and exploration Desire; in the process of 
debate, you should always grasp one point. The debate is for cooperative learning, using 
communication and dialogue as the means. In the process of arguing with each other, maintain 
a calm mood and a humble state of mind as much as possible, and use logic as much as possible. 
Explain your arguments in clear language, be well-founded, convince people with reason, and 
promote the development of collaborative ability and thinking ability through cooperative 
discussion and joint thinking, and achieve the ultimate goal of joint learning. 

4.3. Teacher's Activity Design 

Teachers need to choose the appropriate debate questions that students are interested in. They 
need to communicate with students more and understand their mastery of knowledge and 
ways of thinking in order to find students’ weaknesses and make targeted adjustments to 
improve students’ cognitive and thinking skills. . Secondly, teachers need to maintain the order 
of the debate during the debate process, and provide enlightenment and guidance when both 
sides cannot proceed with the debate, but should not interfere too much. The main purpose is 
to provide diversified and multi-level thinking angles for students to choose and think 
independently. At the same time, teachers need to carefully watch the debate record after the 
debate, reflect more on the problems that occurred during the debate, and continuously 
optimize the teaching design plan. 

4.4. Framework Diagram of Collaborative Debate Learning 

In the preparation process of collaborative teaching, teachers should combine teaching content 
based on teaching goals, students' interest characteristics, and promote the high-level 
development of students' thinking ability. They should carefully consider and consider the 
discussion topics of collaborative debate. If the collaborative debate is carried out in a group, in 
order to maintain a harmonious group atmosphere and make the debate go smoothly, you can 
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choose to let the students communicate and learn by themselves. Teachers need to explain the 
rules to students in a clear, easy-to-understand way and try to avoid ambiguity before the 
collaborative debate takes place. At the same time, as the venue for collaborative debate 
teaching, you can choose offline methods for students to communicate face-to-face for 
cooperative learning, or you can choose to make full use of diverse, convenient, fast, and flexible 
multimedia tools for interactive learning, or for interactive learning. To achieve better teaching 
effect, you can choose the form of mixed tasks, fully integrate offline and online learning, and 
maximize the effect of collaborative debate teaching. In the debate session, students can use the 
collected data to construct knowledge, communicate with each other, and conduct questioning 
exploration. If there is a rigid situation in the debate that prevents the debate from proceeding 
smoothly, teachers should provide appropriate inspiration and guidance to students, and 
provide new thinking and perspectives to help students proceed with collaborative debates. 
However, if the debate goes smoothly, teachers should trust the students and only need to guide 
the students to make a record of the debate so that they can summarize in the subsequent 
evaluation and reflection sessions. 

 

 
Fig. 3 Framework Diagram of Collaborative Debate Learning 

 

4.5. Conduct a Questionnaire Survey on Collaborative Debate Classroom 
Teaching 

Finally, teachers need to evaluate the effectiveness of collaborative debate classroom teaching. 
Whether students’ participation in collaborative debate has improved their reasoning ability, 
speculative ability and inference ability, whether it has improved their cooperative learning 
ability, and whether it has really promoted learning enthusiasm, a questionnaire survey can be 
designed for specific teaching activities to understand the effect of collaborative debate 
learning, after practice, find problems, and optimize the design of teaching mode. 

Debate teaching has been applied in many levels of education in our country, but there are few 
researches on collaborative debate teaching, especially for postgraduate teaching. Therefore, 
the theoretical results of collaborative debate are used in the teaching practice of postgraduates. 
In terms of improving classroom teaching, enhancing learning efficiency, and improving the 
quality of postgraduate training, it is of great significance. 
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