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Abstract 

The ability to maintain stability is one of the main capabilities of public policies, and is 
the core of highlighting policy advantages and policy effectiveness. Now that China has 
entered the post-epidemic stage, the stability maintenance capabilities of public policies 
are required to play a more in-depth role. This article explores the ability of public policy 
to maintain stability in the post-epidemic era, and aims to put forward the internal 
operating logic of the ability of public policy to maintain stability in the post-epidemic 
stage. The article found that the stability maintenance ability of public policies is mainly 
manifested in two aspects: stability and continuity. The stability based on the factor 
perspective includes subject factors, object factors, intermediary factors, and external 
factors. The continuity based on the dimensional perspective includes reality 
dimensions and comparative dimensions. Therefore, to explore the stability 
maintenance capabilities of public policies in the post-epidemic era, it is necessary to 
start from two aspects: elements and dimensions. With the help of the “up and down” 
policy model and the special background of the post-epidemic era, the article points out 
the bottom-up policy basis and self-defense. There are four paths of top-down policy 
implementation, policy feedback from the masses to the masses, and effective internal 
and external linkages, so as to have a clearer understanding of the internal logic of the 
stability maintenance ability of public policies in the post-epidemic era, and have a 
certain academic degree. Meaning and practical significance. 
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1. Introduction 

As the biggest "black swan incident" in 2020, the Covid-19 has had a disruptive impact on 
production and life. First of all, from an economic point of view, from a macro perspective, the 
epidemic temporarily contained the general trend of world economic development, making the 
trend of the world economy more unpredictable. From a micro perspective, the epidemic 
hindered the production and work of the world’s people and caused individuals It is difficult to 
meet the production needs and living needs of China. Secondly, from a social perspective, on 
the one hand, the new crown pneumonia epidemic has become a driving force generated by 
social instability factors, which further deteriorates the social environment. On the other hand, 
in some areas, the new crown pneumonia has also indirectly promoted social classes and social 
relations. The tearing apart affects the cohesion and consensus of society. Finally, from an 
international perspective, the economic and social problems caused by the new crown 
pneumonia have intensified the country’s internal contradictions. In order to alleviate internal 
contradictions and strengthen the stability of political governance, various governments have 
adopted different methods to promote the externalization of internal contradictions, 
prompting the country to interact with each other. The deteriorating relations between 
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countries have further led to turbulence in the international environment and the international 
community. 

American scholar Robert Eston believes that public policy is a collection of government and the 
environmen. Therefore, in order to alleviate the economic environment, social environment, 
and international environment, the government in a broad sense often uses public policies as a 
tool to continuously adapt to the environment and resolve the unfavorable factors brought 
about by environmental changes. This requires the operation and focus of public policy to be 
consistent with the trend of the new crown pneumonia epidemic. On the one hand, it must 
formally ensure the completeness of public policy in the process of responding to the epidemic. 
On the other hand, it must also promote the content of public policy. All aspects and angles of 
the epidemic have been effectively implemented. In order to adapt to today's new positioning 
of the new crown pneumonia epidemic, the focus of public policy also needs to be shifted 
accordingly. On the one hand, we must do a good job of effective deployment to resolve risks, 
and on the other hand, we must do a good job in the intensification of risks and repeated 
protections. This means that the focus of public policy is to maintain its policy stability and 
improve the stability of public policies. Ability. First of all, the stability maintenance ability of 
public policies is an important prerequisite for ensuring the vitality of policies. Only the 
effective operation of policies can ensure a good policy environment under public crises. 
Secondly, the ability of public policy to maintain stability is an inevitable choice for the public 
crisis environment. The uncertainty and turbulence of public crisis are important factors that 
destroy society. Therefore, public policy can control the adverse effects of public crisis in an 
orderly manner. Finally, the stability maintenance ability of public policies is an important 
indicator of the superiority of the national system. Through rationalized and effective public 
policies, it is helpful to improve the recognition and legitimacy of the national system, and can 
further highlight the national system in the turbulent international environment. Advancement 
and improve system self-confidence. 

2. Literature review 

The ability of public policy to maintain stability in the post-epidemic era is a hot issue in the 
field of public crisis and public policy. On the one hand, through a literature review of the 
characteristics of public policy from the perspective of public crisis, it is helpful to clarify the 
positioning of public policy from the perspective of public crisis, and highlight the importance 
of public policy in a specific environment. On the other hand, by reviewing the capabilities of 
public policies from the perspective of public crisis, we can more effectively discover the 
internal logic and interactions between their different capabilities, which is conducive to being 
the center of the article—the ability to maintain stability in public policies in the post-epidemic 
era service. 

2.1. The characteristics of public policy from the perspective of public crisis 

Legitimacy: To a certain extent, the occurrence of public crisis events is conducive to improving 
the legitimacy of public policies and demonstrating the enhancement of their validity[1]. One-
sidedness: In the process of public policy input, it will normalize public crisis events and 
promote the development of public crisis events[2]. Coordination: Based on the empirical 
research on water pollution in the Huangpu River, scholars pointed out that in the public crisis 
stage, the logic between the government and the market highlights the characteristics of 
coordination of public policies[3]. Practicality: Taking regional public crisis governance as the 
entry point, scholars have proposed that public policies have different levels of practice and 
methods of practice in specific areas[4]. Inclusiveness: The superficial meaning of public crisis 
governance refers to the continuous play of public policies to make the government and the 
public tolerate each other and gradually move towards integration[5]. 
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2.2. The ability of public policy from the perspective of public crisis 

Mobilization ability: Through the analysis of the formulation of public policies during the crisis, 
it emphasizes the ability to mobilize the people and the ability to mobilize information 
resources in the policy formulation process[6]. Coordination: Taking individual venting public 
crisis incidents as the entry point, emphasizing the coordination capabilities of public policies 
in the face of individuals at the end of the policy[7]. Management capabilities: through the 
analysis of basic public services in the western multi-ethnic regions, explaining public crisis 
management The internal connection of various elements such as capacity and public policy 
execution capacity[8]. Planning ability: Under the influence of traditional natural disasters and 
biological natural disasters represented by infectious diseases, public policies can effectively 
guide the planning and construction process of cities[9]. 

3. The stability and sustainability of public policies in the post-epidemic 
era 

3.1. Stability: Based on the perspective of multi-factor collaboration  

3.1.1. Subject elements 

The main body of public policy is often the public sector represented by the government. On 
the one hand, the legitimacy of public policy is given to the government by the constitution, and 
the government is formed in the process of making policies. On the other hand, the government 
has the ability to supply and allocate public resources. This has become an important basis for 
the implementation of public policies. Therefore, the stability of the main elements is the basis 
for the stability of public policies in the post-epidemic phase. First of all, the legitimacy of the 
government needs to be stable. The legitimacy of the government mainly comes from the 
rationality of its policies[10]. The rationality of the policies has been recognized by the people. 
Guaranteeing the legitimacy and stability of the government is the implementation of the 
government’s work and the realization of public policies. cornerstone. Secondly, government 
behavior needs to be stable. In the face of public crisis events such as the epidemic, government 
behavior needs to be implemented through public policies. Therefore, the stability of 
government behavior lies in the proceduralization, standardization, and stabilization of its 
operation. Finally, the government's ability needs to be stable, which requires the government 
to maintain the ability to handle and defuse risks at all stages of the epidemic, so that the 
government's ability can be effectively reflected in the course of crisis events. Among them, the 
stability of government legitimacy is the basis for the stability of government behavior and 
government capabilities, and the stability of government behavior and government capabilities 
can further guarantee the stability of government legitimacy. 

3.1.2. Object elements 

The object of public policy in the post-epidemic era is the masses, and the stability of the masses 
affects the stability of the government to a certain extent. On the one hand, from a micro point 
of view, the stability of the individual people lies in maintaining the stability of trust in the 
government. Francis Fukuyama proposed that the trust the government needs in the process 
of responding to the epidemic comes from the people’s trust in the government’s ability to judge 
and the people. Trust in government leaders, therefore, maintaining the bottom-up trust of the 
people-government is the key to resolving the crisis[11]. On the other hand, from a macro 
perspective, the overall stability of the people lies in their ability to effectively express their 
demands through political absorption, thereby creating political identity, promoting orderly 
political participation and efficient political regulation[12]. Through bottom-up emotional trust 
and bottom-up institutional participation, public policy objects can condense stabilizing factors 
more widely in the post-epidemic phase, and promote the effective operation of public policies. 
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3.1.3. Intermediary elements 

The intermediary element between the subject and the object of public policy has effectively 
promoted the flow of policies and, to a certain extent, played an important role in maintaining 
the stability of public policies in the post-epidemic phase. First of all, the involvement of social 
organizations, especially in the post-epidemic phase, professional social organizations can 
more effectively maintain the role played by public policies, such as the Red Cross, the 
Communist Youth League, and trade unions, as important social forces to maintain public 
policies. The effective effect brought by. Secondly, the participation of private organizations, 
especially the assistance of high-tech private enterprises, has become a guarantee for the 
efficient implementation of public policies. In the post-epidemic era, the normalization of the 
epidemic has become its salient feature, and the efficient implementation of public policies 
boosted by high-tech is possible. Conducive to the stability of public policies. Finally, the 
development of public opinion media. Public opinion media is the most unstable factor among 
the intermediary elements. In some cases, it can promote the maintenance of policy stability, 
but there is also a crisis of intensifying contradictions. The work of policy play needs to be 
viewed dialectically. 

3.1.4. External elements 

The post-epidemic era is a staged judgment made by the country based on the current domestic 
epidemic development trend, which means that the domestic and international epidemic 
development trends are significantly different. Therefore, in terms of the relationship between 
countries, a reasonable view of the epidemic trend of different countries and the relationship 
with different countries has become the focus of the country's major policy in the post-epidemic 
phase. At the same time, as far as the relationship between countries and international 
organizations is concerned, properly handling cooperation and exchanges between countries 
and international organizations is not only an inevitable requirement for ensuring the stability 
of public policies in the post-epidemic era, but to a certain extent, it is also based on stable 
foreign policy, The need for global policies. 

3.2. Sustainability: Based on the perspective of multi-dimensional co-
construction 

Through a review of relevant literature, it is found that the stability and continuity of public 
policies in the post-epidemic era is an important basis for its ability to maintain stability. 
Compared with stability, the continuity of public policies is more specific and changeable. 
Ikenberry analyzed the four incentives of system sustainability, including four perspectives: the 
privilege perspective, the organizational perspective, the external environment perspective, 
and the cost perspective generated by the system[13]. Therefore, the public policy in the post-
epidemic era has certain distinctive features due to the particularity of its environment and 
elements, and the dimension of ensuring its continuity. The main dimensions include the reality 
dimension and the comparison dimension. On the one hand, the reality dimension can 
effectively express the variability of the post-epidemic era. On the other hand, the comparison 
dimension can also give public policies more dynamic factors. 

3.2.1. Reality dimension: time dimension and space dimension 

The realistic dimensions of public policy in the post-epidemic era mainly include time and space 
dimensions. The time dimension is mainly manifested in the public policy in the post-epidemic 
era. On the one hand, it can take over the policy advantages and policy results of the early and 
mid-epidemic phases, and it can also play the role of public policy in the later period, and 
continuously expand the utility and effectiveness of public policies in the early and mid-term. 
Advantages, on the other hand, are also reflected in the resilience of the policy itself, ensuring 
that the policy can continue to play its advanced nature in the process of environmental changes. 
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The spatial dimension, on the one hand, is manifested at the macro level. Public policies can 
have a commanding effect and have a scientific grasp of the trend of the epidemic within the 
country. On the other hand, it is also manifested at the micro level [14]. Public policies can 
demonstrate their limited flexibility. Due to the particularity of the internal epidemic trend and 
the elementary differences in different regions, public policies must have regional 
characteristics to adapt to the development and control within the region. 

3.2.2. Comparison dimension: difference dimension and consistency dimension 

The comparative dimension is formed based on the reality dimension. The characteristic of this 
dimension is to show the continuity of public policy through a static perspective, and then 
demonstrate the role of public policy in maintaining stability. The comparative dimensions of 
public policies in the post-epidemic era mainly include the dimension of difference and the 
dimension of consistency. The dimension of difference is firstly manifested in the difference in 
domestic scope, and the degree of epidemic development in different economic development 
and geographic regions is also different, and secondly manifested in the difference in 
international scope, as an international public health crisis event, the development of different 
countries The direction is also different. In response to the development trend of the epidemic 
in various countries, there are also differences in the focus and operation of public policies. 
Finally, the differences are also reflected in the development of the epidemic. The various 
processes of the development of the epidemic are affected by different factors. These elements 
have also become important factors affecting the sustainability of public policies. On the one 
hand, the consistency dimension refers to the consistency of the background, including the 
development trend of the epidemic, regional location, etc., on the other hand, refers to the 
consistency of the development trend of the epidemic caused by the repetitiveness of the 
epidemic, a special public health crisis event. . The dimension of difference and the dimension 
of consistency are important connotations that affect the sustainability of public policies. In 
view of the differences and consistency of different elements, public policies in the context of 
public crises also show their sustainability and effectiveness.  

4. The internal path of the organic combination of elements and 
dimensions-based on the "up and down" model 

The stability maintenance capability of public policies in the post-epidemic era is an important 
basis for demonstrating government capabilities, improving policy quality, and mitigating 
displayed risks. A good public policy stability maintenance capability must not only maintain 
the stability of various elements, but also exert continuity in all dimensions. And organically 
combine the two, and then play its role better. The stability maintenance ability of public 
policies is significant in the operation of public policies in the post-epidemic era. Therefore, 
according to the “up and down” public policy model proposed by Ning Sao [15], to a certain 
extent, it can endow various elements and dimensions with an organic combination of 
stickiness. Join forces. At the same time, due to the particularity of the post-epidemic era and 
the development of the current international structure, the "up and down" theoretical model 
has a further path to reflect the stability of public policies. 

4.1. Path 1: Bottom-up policy basis 

In the post-epidemic era, the ability of public policy to maintain stability is inseparable from a 
certain policy basis, and it mainly functions through the combination of object elements and 
intermediary elements. First of all, in the practical dimension, we must give full play to the role 
of various local policy objects, ensure that the policy objects can play a role through the policy 
intermediary, so that the policy objects can provide local information and intelligence in a 
timely manner, and give full play to the local characteristics. Secondly, from a comparative 
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perspective, the policy objects of each region provide the policy basis through policy 
intermediary. Different regions have differences and consistency. This can affect the planning 
of the central policy to a certain extent, maintain consistency and coordination. Differences in 
order to maintain the stability and sustainability of policies in the post-epidemic era. 

4.2. Path 2: Top-down policy implementation 

The ability to maintain the stability of policies in the post-epidemic era also depends on the 
active behavior of policy subjects. Due to the wide range of influence in the post-epidemic era, 
intermediary elements play an important role in the implementation of top-down policy 
implementation. Its operation process is mainly based on the subject element, and through the 
use of the intermediary element to play a role in the object element, so that the policy can be 
implemented and the policy result can be guaranteed. On the one hand, from a realistic 
perspective, policy entities continue to use policy tools to play their role, through social 
organizations, media and public opinion and other intermediary elements. The intermediary 
elements have active characteristics and can ensure the stable implementation of their policies 
in the time dimension. At the same time, the intermediary elements are also extensive and play 
a role in various regions of the country, enabling policies to be implemented synchronously and 
actively within the country. On the other hand, from a comparative perspective, the 
intermediary elements are also diverse and play diverse roles in different regions and at 
different stages of public crises, which are conducive to satisfying the peculiarities of the 
implementation of public policies in different regions. The intermediary elements represented 
by the organization can also provide corresponding public resources, ensure the effective 
supply of public resources in different regions, and promote the sustainability of public policies. 

4.3. Path 3: Policy feedback from the masses to the masses 

In the post-epidemic era, the policy object is the most widely distributed element that is most 
directly affected by the epidemic. It is also the core subject of the implementation of public 
policies. Therefore, the impact of the object element by policy implementation becomes a 
measure of the stability of public policy in the post-epidemic era. Important sign. First of all, 
from a realistic perspective, due to the repetitive and sudden nature of the epidemic, the public 
health event, the object element can obtain policy assistance by expressing its appeals to the 
subject element, and then can protect the object element within a certain period of time and 
within a certain range. A series of rights guarantee the stable operation of the policy. Secondly, 
from the perspective of comparison, there are significant differences in the object elements, 
including individual development differences, differences in the degree of impact of the 
epidemic, etc. In view of this, the object elements can actively express interest appeals to the 
subject elements, obtain corresponding policy dividends, and thereby reduce post-epidemics 
The impact of the times, to achieve the continuous effect of the policy. 

4.4. Path 4: Effective linkage between internal and external 

Effective internal and external interaction is a clear demand for ensuring the stability of public 
policies in the context of the post-epidemic era, and its necessity is mainly reflected in three 
aspects. First of all, the new crown pneumonia epidemic is a worldwide public crisis event, and 
international development trends continue to affect the formulation of domestic public policies. 
Secondly, the asynchrony of the development trend of the epidemic in various countries affects 
the changes in international relations between countries, which to a certain extent also affects 
the determination of domestic public policies. Finally, since China was in the first "epicenter" 
of the new crown pneumonia epidemic, the influence of domestic public policies related to the 
epidemic has been extended outwards, which requires the formulation and implementation of 
domestic public policies to do both internally and externally. Effective linkage. And the effective 
linkage between internal and external, on the one hand, from a realistic perspective, public 
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policy should not only be based on the trend of the epidemic in the country and the world today, 
but also be affected by the epidemic trend of neighboring countries and countries with frequent 
exchanges. Therefore, the stability of public policy needs to consider the trend of the epidemic 
on an international scale. On the other hand, from a comparative perspective, by comparing the 
development trends of different countries’ epidemics and the differences and consistency of 
national conditions, the formulation and implementation of public policies can resolve the risks 
brought by domestic epidemics, and to a certain extent. It is conducive to providing special 
policy support, helping to create a good policy external environment, and ensuring the 
continuous role of public policies. 

5. Conclusion 

By exploring the internal logic of public policy stability maintenance capabilities in the post-
epidemic era, it will also help to further improve the stability maintenance capabilities of public 
policies themselves. For example, from the perspective of elements, on the one hand, it is 
possible to improve the policy quality of the main elements by citing professionals and 
strengthening policy evaluation. On the other hand, it is also possible to promote the 
recognition of the object elements to the policy by strengthening publicity and related 
knowledge education. Boost policy stability. From a dimensional perspective, on the one hand, 
it can increase the scope and subject of participation in politics, so that the formation of policies 
can achieve the widest interest demands, on the other hand, it can also strengthen the 
interoperability between central policies and local policies, as well as local policies. , So that the 
operation of the policy can achieve the goals of the central government, and can also protect 
the interests of the localities. From the perspective of path, it is possible to increase the channels 
and intermediaries for participation in politics, improve bottom-up efficiency, and at the same 
time create a platform for external exchanges to achieve internal and external linkages, which 
is also an important way to improve the ability of today's policy to maintain stability. 

The exploration of the ability to maintain public policy stability in the post-epidemic era has 
clear practical significance. On the one hand, it can effectively guide the process of public policy 
formulation and implementation in the post-epidemic era, and promote the maximization of 
policy effectiveness. On the other hand, it can also be strengthened through external exchanges. 
Policy coordination can ease the pressure of the international epidemic. At the same time, 
research on the ability of public policy to maintain stability in the post-epidemic era also has 
certain academic significance in the field of public policy and public crisis. 
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