
Volume 2 Issue 9, 2021 

DOI: 10.6981/FEM.202109_2(9).0013 

92 

Frontiers in Economics and Management 

ISSN: 2692-7608 

"The Gate of the Old World to the New World": The Reasons for 
the Rise of Austria After the Thirty Years War 

Bowen Gu 

School of Soochow University, Suzhou 21500, China. 

Abstract 

After a long 30-year war, all German gangs suffered different degrees of damage, but for 
this Habsburg family in Austria, it ushered in a great development opportunity. 
Politically, the spirit of national sovereignty in the Westphalia Contract won Austria a 
good international environment, and Austria also strengthened centralization and 
moved closer to a modern country during this period. Militarily, the standing army 
established in the war provided it with the guarantee of force. In the following 50 years, 
a series of economic reforms also tended to be successful. All these provide an 
opportunity for Austria's development in the 18th century. In today's changing European 
situation, exploring the reasons for Austria's rise will be of great benefit to the study of 
the international situation. 
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1. Introduction 

The Thirty Years War was the first largest international war in European history. It took 
Germany as the main battlefield, marking the transition from medieval European international 
relations to modern international relations, which had a great impact on the process of 
European history and even the process of world history. On the surface, this war was due to 
religious reasons, but in fact it was the result of the declining imperial power of Holy Rome in 
the Habsburg Dynasty, the hegemony of various state governors and the intervention of foreign 
forces. It is an international war in the cloak of religion, which cannot be simply considered as 
a "religious war" or a "feudal scuffle". Although it has the side that feudal monarchs of various 
countries compete for interests, it mainly reflects the struggle between countries that conform 
to the requirements of capitalist development and countries that adhere to feudal reactionary 
policies, that is, the struggle between capitalism and feudalism in the international scope. 

After the Westphalia Treaty was signed, Western European countries maintained coordination 
and peace for more than 100 years. While Austria, as a country that also participated in this 
war, fought with the Czech Republic for nearly three years. Although it eventually turned the 
Czech Republic into Habsburg, Austria was also devastated by the war. "There is no huge 
historical disaster to compensate for without historical progress." After the Thirty Years' War, 
a new page in modern history has been opened. Austria also maintained a certain degree of 
relative stability in the hegemony and expansion of European powers, and took this 
opportunity to open the door from the old world to the new world, reforming its economy and 
developing its military, and it became an important country in modern western history. 

2. Conditions for the Rise of Austria 

Leo Gross once said, "The Westphalia Peace Treaty, good or bad, marks the end of one era and 
the beginning of another. It is the gate of the old world to the new world. " With the fall of the 
Peace Treaty of Westphalia, the Thirty Years War came to an end. The dream of the emperor of 
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the Holy Roman Empire to unify Germany was completely broken, especially the Spanish one, 
which went bankrupt financially, lost people's livelihood and even lost the lowland countries 
because of the war. However, the Habsburg family in Austria did not decline. On the contrary, 
in the later period of time, due to the clearing of the political situation, the establishment of a 
standing army in the military and the bold reform in the economy, it moved towards another 
rising and prosperous trend, which also laid a solid foundation for Austria to become a powerful 
country in the 18th century. 

Professor Tianbo Xu once pointed out in War and State Formation that war is the driving force 
in the formation of a state. And the Thirty Years' War has proved this point. The idea of national 
sovereignty centered on national interests, which was strengthened in the Peace Treaty signed 
after it, has been used by European countries for more than a century after the war, and has 
been regarded as the basic criterion for dealing with relations between countries. "Before 1648, 
there was a coherent history of empire; Since then, German history has been a special history 
of a group of big countries, and imperial history has only become an insignificant part. " After 
thirty years' war, the nations have made their sovereign consciousness clearer and paid more 
attention to their own interests in foreign affairs. The privileges of the Pope and Catholicism in 
Europe have been forgot on the basis of not touching their own national interests, European 
countries have an attitude of looking on the sidelines of other countries' wars or peace. At the 
Westphalia Peace Conference after the war, both foreign forces such as Farui and German 
governors expressed an urgent consciousness in the peace negotiation, they maintain the 
universal balance of power and strength among countries. As kolton said, "In the 17th and 18th 
centuries, the purpose of the policy of balance of power pursued by statesmen in various 
countries was to try their best to safeguard the right of each family to act independently. 
Therefore, the basic principle is: unite and oppose any country that attempts to dominate. In 
this way, they create a kind of balance, that is, counter-strength." The international 
environment of this period also won Austria a good opportunity for development. It got rid of 
the shadow that the Roman Empire controlled everything before, and kept walking on the road 
of pursuing national sovereignty, pursuing territory, developing resources and gathering 
wealth. 

3. Various Reform Measures in Austria 

If the calm and bystander attitude of various countries has created the conditions for Austria to 
rise, then these practical interests have paved the way for its development. Thomas Hobbes, an 
Englishman, published a monograph Leviathan after the Thirty Years War, which further 
expounded the sovereignty theory. "Sovereign power, whether it is like a monarchy or a civilian 
country or a noble country, can imagine how big it will be if people make it big. Whoever thinks 
that sovereignty is too big and wants to make it smaller, he must be subordinate to a power that 
can restrict sovereignty and a power that is bigger than sovereignty". He believed that 
sovereignty is the soul of a country, and everything related to public peace and security belongs 
to sovereignty. The same is true of European countries. Sovereignty has become an all-inclusive 
consciousness for them, which makes them pay more attention to it. In a word, the formation 
and development of the consciousness of sovereign state is a favorable environment for 
Austria's rise after the Thirty Years' War, which also helps Austria develop peacefully and stably, 
making further exploration and reform in military affairs. 

3.1. Political Reform 

Although the international environment has remained stable for more than 100 years after the 
Thirty Years War, giving Austria enough time and space to develop, the Habsburg Dynasty in 
Austria still inevitably felt relative decline. The rise of Prussia and the failure of the Seven Years 
War made Queen Maria Theresa aware of the need for comprehensive political reform. During 
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Queen Teresa's time, Austria's political reform was moderate and conservative. Queen Teresa 
had neither the ability nor the will to push forward radical reform, but she preferred to push 
forward reform through negotiation and compromise. She clearly realized that the main 
resistance to kingship came from the church and local aristocrats. When Kaunitz was the State 
Chancellor of the Habsburg Empire, he proposed to use a new Council of State to realize 
centralization of power, and further expanded the power of the institutions directly under the 
central government in the past by establishing a local government. He divided the central area 
into several provinces and gradually replaced landlords with professional civil servants. 
Although these officials are responsible for the aristocratic hierarchy meetings, they are 
obviously more required to be responsible to the Queen as time goes by. In addition, the Queen 
also wooed Hungarian aristocrats, encouraged them to enter Vienna, intermarried with 
Austrians, and let their descendants receive education in colleges together with Austrians. 

The gradual and moderate reform during Teresa's period provided the foundation for Joseph 
II's centralization of power. He tried to completely abolish the power of local aristocrats and 
hierarchical meetings and gain absolute central authority. It also launched a direct aggression 
against Hungary, trying to transform it into an administrative region under the sole 
administration of members of the royal family. However, he soon discovered that the new 
government agencies were unable to complete the task of national construction because of the 
uncooperative nobles in counties and counties, and were forced to return to their original state. 

Although the influence of Austrian political reform on aristocrats did not achieve the expected 
results, the number of officials sent by the royal family in local government was still less than 
that of local aristocrats. However, the reform partially ended the dual structure of government 
and hierarchy meetings. The new State Council played an important role in the reform, and the 
number of government interventions increased significantly. The number of dynasty decrees 
gradually  increased and the strength of the hierarchy meeting also weakened, which made the 
cohesion in the territory inherited by Habsburg stronger. 

3.2. Military Reform 

John Childs found in his study of European war history that kings can be invincible only by 
grasping two aspects of power: army and money, and losing either means failure. In the second 
half of the 15 th century, the Habsburg family started from Austria by means of marriage, and 
gradually connected southern Spain, lowland countries, Bohemia and Hungary into a vast but 
unconnected family empire, but there was no corresponding military and financial means to 
turn him into a real empire. Therefore, The Austrian monarch clearly understood the 
importance of military reform. Although the emperor was ultimately defeated in the Thirty 
Years War, the Habsburg family in Austria was not so unfortunate. Its native land was destroyed, 
but it had not reached the point of irreparable. On the contrary, in the second stage of the war, 
Wallenstein, a nobleman from Bohemia, recruited an army for the royal family, so that the royal 
family had a standing army. Although this army can't get rid of the traditional model of medieval 
mercenary army, it has begun to modernize in its organizational mode and tactical form, which 
is much more advanced than the previous military model. The Habsburg family in Austria, who 
are good at learning, also borrowed the brand-new modernized army template of the enemy 
Sweden and carried out the reform of the Austrian army according to the pattern. Marshal Mont 
Cuccoli took over the post of Commander-in-Chief after the war, and also carried out a series of 
military reforms according to the model of Swedish army, creating a modern army with strong 
combat effectiveness and rigorous system, which became the force basis for the Habsburg 
Empire to flourish in the future. 

3.3. Economic Reform 

Only the military reform is not enough to support the rise and strength of Austria, and the long-
term economic reform that matches it makes it develop by going up one flight of stairs later. 
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The economic reform of Habsburg Empire mainly focused on agriculture and industry and 
commerce. In this land where mountains and lakes interweave, the vast majority of adult males 
are mainly engaged in agricultural production. Fence, the agricultural reform has become the 
core of economic reform. Nevertheless, owing to the development of a stable environment after 
the war, the population growth in Austria showed a sharp trend in the late 18th century, and 
an economic crisis was brewing under the situation that more and more farmers had no land 
to cultivate. So with the support of the royal family, Kaunitz, the representative of the reformists, 
carried out a series of reforms to save the dilemma at that time. The reform goals he put forward 
mainly include abolishing serfdom and public pasture, abolishing compulsory labor service, 
changing to cash payment to motivate workers, dividing large-scale real estate into free 
agricultural land and handing it over to farmers, etc. 

He started the industrial and commercial reform with the goal of building a huge free trade zone 
with the western provinces as the industrial center, established a common market in Bohemia 
and Austria provinces in 1775, opened up the internal circulation of the market, and abolished 
its internal tariffs. This reform, firstly, prevented the influx of foreign goods by raising tariffs, 
and encouraged the prosperity of trade within the dynasty by reducing taxes at home, which 
created a good opportunity for the development of Austrian economy. Secondly, he promoted 
internal economic integration and development by improving infrastructure. The government 
repaired roads and post offices, dredged rivers and reduced private road tolls. All these 
measures ensured smooth transportation and provided convenience for cargo transportation 
and economic development. Thirdly, the Austrian government also makes more entrepreneurs 
and citizens join in business activities by subsidizing and canceling economic privileges, thus 
injecting vitality into the economy. After losing Silesia, the government set up subsidy system 
and trade protection barriers to encourage Silesia's textile industry to move to the north of 
Bohemia to maintain stable industrial development. In addition, the government has also 
relaxed the right of market access, reduced the restrictions of various qualification certificates 
on practitioners, and allowed more freemen to enter the market and exert their strength in 
commercial and trade activities. All these have promoted the economic development and 
industrialization of Austria to a great extent, and removed many obstacles for the rise and 
prosperity of Austria. In addition, the measures also achieved remarkable results. Its industrial 
sector began to flourish in the 1780s, and the iron and steel industry developed at a rapid rate 
of 6% per year, which became a typical symbol of Austrian industrialization at that time. 

4. Conclusion 

Political countries' pursuit of national sovereignty and Austria's modernization reform, the 
establishment of a modern military in the military, and a series of reforms in the economy. 
Every step of Austria's walk after the 30-year war was orderly and rigorously planned, although 
there were still unsatisfactory details. For example, the characteristics of many dynastic 
countries have been preserved in the process of the transformation of modern countries; the 
military adopted the Swedish model and did not create a more suitable military system 
according to national conditions; Although the royal family wants to take a radical road in 
economic reform, due to the fear of nobles, the specific measures in the process of reform are 
extremely cautious; The serfdom reform was only carried out on a small scale in the royal 
territory because of the opposition of nobles and churches, and the reform that was further 
extended to the whole country ended in failure. 

However, it is undeniable that it is these steady reforms and good external environment that 
made Austria, which enjoys the title of Holy Roman Empire, rise again after the Thirty Years 
War, opened the door from the old world to the new world, and became thriving and 
prosperous among the great powers at that time, and then bloomed its brilliance. In the 
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turbulent times in Europe, it is of great significance for western European countries and us to 
review Austria's rise. 
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