
Volume 3 Issue 1, 2022 

DOI: 10.6981/FEM.202201_3(1).0041 

359 

Frontiers in Economics and Management 

ISSN: 2692-7608 

Calligraphy Background of the Bachelor of the Attic in the Reign 
of Yongle 

Xiao Yun, Yongliang Xia 
Jiangxi Normal University, Nanchang, Jiangxi, China 

Abstract 
During the Yongle period, Zhu Di, the emperor Chengzu of the Ming Dynasty, initially 
established a cabinet without openly violating the ancestral system.The members of the 
first cabinet were Xie Jin, Hu Guang, Hu Yan, Huang Huai, Yang Shiqi, Yang Rong and Jin 
Youzi. The seven are not only cabinet ministers, but also serving in the Imperial Academy. 
They are academicians of the Imperial Academy. They are all good scholars, which are 
deeply appreciated by Zhu Di, the emperor Chengzu of the Ming Dynasty.In addition, 
among the academicians of Hanlin academy, those who were good at calligraphy were 
Shen Du, Zeng Zhen, Wang Zhi and Wang Ying. Calligraphy was popular and famous at 
that time.This paper focuses on the calligraphy background of the Bachelor of the attic, 
and makes a profound discussion on the calligraphy background of the Bachelor of the 
attic from three aspects: the composition of the calligrapher of the attic, the system of 
"selecting officials by calligraphy" and the calligraphy influence of the royal family. 
Among them, Xie Jin, Shen Du and Yang Shiqi are the representatives of the bachelor 
calligraphers of Yongle attic.Starting with the three bachelors, this paper focuses on the 
regular script system under the system of "taking officials by books", and then analyzes 
the Neo Confucianism thought and Neo Confucianism calligraphy theory under the 
influence of the royal family, in order to have a more in-depth study on the calligraphy 
background of the bachelors of the cabinet. 
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1. Bachelor of Cabinet Calligrapher 

The cabinet system is the general name of the Imperial Academy system and the palace 
system.At the beginning of the establishment of the Ming Dynasty, Zhu Yuanzhang, the emperor 
Taizu of the Ming Dynasty, basically imitated the Yuan Dynasty in the construction of political 
system.In the 13th year of Hongwu, after the case of Hu Weiyong, in order to eliminate the 
contradiction between the imperial power and the prime minister&apos;s power, Zhu 
Yuanzhang "stopped the central Book Province, abolished the prime minister and other officials, 
changed the six official records, and changed the Dadu mansion into the Dudu mansion of the 
central, left, right, front and rear five armies" [1] in this way, the emperor commanded the six 
ministries, and the six ministries were also directly responsible to the emperor, realizing the 
high concentration of imperial power.However, the abolition of the prime minister system also 
reflects the disadvantages of the emperor&apos;s need to be personally involved in 
government affairs.Therefore, Zhu Yuanzhang also recognized that "the human Lord rules the 
world with one body, and there must be no auxiliary ministers" [2] therefore, Zhu Yuanzhang 
drew up the palace and pavilion system in imitation of the Song Dynasty, and set up Huagai 
palace, Wuying palace, Wenhua palace, Wenyuan palace and Dongge, thus forming a situation 
of three halls and two pavilions.During the Hongwu Period, the rank of the Bachelor of cabinet 
was not high, and its personnel were scholars of literature. In fact, they were the servants and 
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advisers of the emperor, and had no function of participating in political affairs.The Imperial 
Academy and the palace, as auxiliary political institutions, have no real political power, but they 
have laid the foundation for the formation of the cabinet system in a certain form. 
The real establishment of the cabinet system began in the Yongle period.After the "Jingnan 
battle", in order to consolidate his rule, Zhu Di, the emperor Chengzu of the Ming Dynasty, re 
selected a group of imperial officials for his own use, and formed a nearby service 
organization.In this regard, Volume V of the history of the Ming Dynasty contains: "in August, 
Renzi served Xie Jin, edited Huang Huai and entered the zhiwenyuan Pavilion. He asked Hu 
Guang to read, edited Yang Rong and Yang Shiqi, reviewed Jin Youzi and Hu Yantong, entered 
the Zhiyuan, and prepared the locomotive" [3] the seven people got along with Chengzu of the 
Ming Dynasty day and night, and were close to him. "The confidential personnel knew the news" 
[4] although the cabinet obtained the right to participate in the locomotive,However, it has 
never been a power institution stipulated by the system and does not have legal political 
status.The cabinet has no subordinate departments or exclusive seals, and the writing is sealed 
by the Imperial Academy.Moreover, the office of cabinet members is Wenyuan Pavilion, which 
is under the jurisdiction of the Imperial Academy.Not only that, Xie Jin and other cabinet 
members also took part in the affairs of the Imperial Academy.In fact, the name of "cabinet" 
mainly distinguishes the seven close ministers from other Imperial Academy officials, so it is 
called "cabinet".It can be seen that the cabinet system actually originated from the Imperial 
Academy system, and its fundamental role is to make up for the vacancy of the prime 
minister&apos;s function in a special period. 
During the Yongle period, the Imperial Academy had a special relationship with the cabinet, 
which was in a political state of prosperity and loss. Therefore, the Bachelor of the cabinet 
became a closely related group.At the end of the Yongle Dynasty, there were many scholars who 
were good at calligraphy among the bachelors of the cabinet, including Xie Jin, Hu Guang, Yang 
Rong, Jin Youzi and Yang Shiqi, as well as Huang Huai, the great scholar of the Wu Ying hall, Hu 
Yan, the Imperial College&apos;s wine offering ceremony, Zeng Chen, the Bachelor of waiting, 
Wang Zhi, the Bachelor of waiting, Shen Du, the Bachelor of waiting, and Wang Ying, the scholar 
of waiting.Among them, Xie Jin is the most representative calligrapher among the Bachelor of 
Yongle attic.Xie Jin was the first assistant of the cabinet, and his calligraphy was second to none 
in the Yongle period.According to paoweng&apos;s collection by Wu Kuan of the Ming Dynasty, 
"in Yongle, many people were able to write. Xie Gong, a bachelor, should be the first to write 
smoothly and skillfully." therefore, it can be seen that Xie Jin&apos;s calligraphy was highly 
praised by the Ming people.In addition, as a representative figure of "Taige style" calligraphy, 
Shen Du&apos;s calligraphy is also a thick ink and heavy color in the Yongle Dynasty.Shen 
Du&apos;s calligraphy style is beautiful, gentle, and black and bright as a whole. He is very loved 
by Zhu Di, the emperor Chengzu of the Ming Dynasty, who also praised him as "Wang Xizhi of 
our Dynasty".It happened that Chengzu was a man who advocated literature and widely 
recruited good calligraphy. Shen Du joined the Imperial Academy classics with his calligraphy, 
and then moved to the Imperial Academy.Yang Shiqi&apos;s title is not obvious, but the book 
history meeting contains: "Shi Qi is good at cursive writing, with ancient and elegant strokes 
and less charm." [5] Yang Shiqi, a generation of virtuous officials, deeply accepts the influence 
of academic thought. He believes that courtiers should "take the world as their own 
responsibility" rather than indulge in the creation of poetry and scholars.At the same time, Yang 
Shiqi&apos;s Neo Confucianism book theory is also found in his Dongli anthology.Compared 
with Xie Jin, Shen Du and Yang Shiqi have one difference, that is, neither of them came from 
Jinshi.The author is also deeply inspired by the study of this characteristic. The following will 
make a further discussion from the system of "selecting officials by books" and "Neo 
Confucianism". 
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2. The Influence of the System of "Taking Officials by Books" 

As early as the early years of the Ming Dynasty, "selecting scholars by books" had been 
institutionalized.Zhu Yuanzhang, the emperor Taizu of the Ming Dynasty, attached great 
importance to the six arts and took corresponding political measures.In the education system, 
"once the students are autocratic, they are taught by etiquette, music, shooting, imperial, 
calligraphy and mathematics." [6] in the talent selection system, "it is based on the election 
system of Zhou officials, which says: &apos;six virtues, six actions and six arts&apos;... Those 
who should be cited in the literature, observe their words and deeds to observe their virtues; 
test their classics and skills to observe their careers; test their books to calculate riding and 
shooting to observe their abilities; and make policies to observe their political affairs by history 
and current affairs." [7]Among the six arts, calligraphy is the most valued by the imperial 
court.When it comes to the system of "selecting officials by books", the election system of 
officials in the early Ming Dynasty must also be mentioned.In the early years of the Ming 
Dynasty, the imperial examination system was not popular, and the selection of officials mainly 
depended on two ways: hereditary and recommendation.In order to quickly stabilize the 
Korean situation, Zhu Yuanzhang, the emperor Taizu of the Ming Dynasty, recruited a large 
number of talents and tried to use only talents.In the 15th year of Hongwu (1382), the Nanjing 
Ministry of officials held a special examination to select scholars with special talents.Special 
examination theory can be used in the following six aspects: (1) those who practice after being 
clear;(2) Good at calligraphy;(3) Those who have a deep understanding of the essence of 
scriptures;(4) A handsome person;(5) Those who have the ability to govern the country;(6) 
Language is organized.[8] It can be seen that good writing was a special talent that the rulers 
attached great importance to in the early Ming Dynasty.With the deepening of the 
recommendation system, the disadvantages of cronyism in the recommendation system are 
gradually exposed.Therefore, Zhu Yuanzhang, the emperor Taizu of the Ming Dynasty, resumed 
the imperial examination and implemented the system of selecting officials in parallel with the 
imperial examination. It is still an important way to recommend officials by book. 
In terms of the system of "taking officials by books" in the early Ming Dynasty, "Zhongshu 
Sheren" system is a very important link.In the seventh year of Hongwu (1374), the post of 
Zhongshu Sheren was established. The incumbent must be a person who is good at books and 
is mainly responsible for the writing of documents delivered by the emperor and the cabinet.In 
history, Zhongshu Sheren is a position subordinate to Zhongshu Province, so the full name of 
Zhongshu Sheren is "Zhongshu Sheren".Later, because Zhu Yuanzhang, the emperor Taizu of 
the Ming Dynasty, abolished the prime minister system of Zhongshu Province, the original 
"Zhongshu province lay people" was changed to "Zhongshu branch lay people".In the early 
years of Yongle, Emperor Chengzu of the Ming Dynasty revived the cultural affairs. The history 
of the Ming Dynasty contains: "at the beginning of the seventh year of Hongwu, there were 10 
Buddhist monks in the direct Province... In the establishment of the document, the Buddhist 
monk of the middle school was changed to the Minister of calligraphy... The old system of 
emperor Chengzu was restored. The central library science department was found outside the 
gate of noon, and 20 Buddhist monks of the middle school were set up." [9] Zhu Di, Emperor 
Chengzu of the Ming Dynasty, resumed the post of Buddhist monk of the middle school 
according to the old system of Taizu.The history of the Ming Dynasty said: "at the beginning of 
Yongle, the cabinet was ordered to be a scholar in mechanical engineering, and the imperial 
edict and patent were all made. The transcription and correction were all done by the Chinese 
secretary, and the completion was easy to come out" [10] therefore, it can be seen that the 
establishment of the cabinet needs more civilian personnel, which means that the demand for 
the Chinese secretary is also expanding.In the 19th year of Yongle, Zhu Di, the emperor Chengzu 
of the Ming Dynasty, appointed many Zhongshu Buddhist monks: 
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In February of the 19th year of Yongle, Shu Jishi Zhou Chonghou, Gao, song Yan, Hu Liang, Zhu 
Chang, Zhang Wenzhao, Zhang Yi and chailan were the Chinese shusheren.(national debate) 
In July of the 19th year of Yongle, Bingyin: shujishi Yang Sheng, Kou Hou, Wei Shu, Zhang Shu, 
Shen rang, Duan Wu, Yao Ben, Chen Rong and Wen Liang were the sacrificial people of the 
Chinese book.(national debate). 
In addition, "taking officials by books" is also reflected in the selection of scholarly scholars to 
learn books.Guokuan contains: Yang Xiang and song Zihuan, the outstanding scholars of the 
Imperial Academy, are selected to write and write;Tang Liu, Wang Ying, Li Yongnian, yuan you, 
Zhou Yuan, Zhong Xu... Studied books together.When Tu and Li Heng, the Jinshi of the Ministry 
of household, asked themselves as young, they ordered them to change to Shu Jishi and study 
with Yang Mian in Jiangning.[11] The objects of the selected Shuji scholars are the second and 
third class Jinshi groups. In addition to the cultivation of administrative ability, the cultivation 
of calligraphy, literature and so on is added.Calligraphy has become one of the criteria for 
selecting Shuji scholars. From this, we can see that the imperial court attaches importance to 
calligraphy and there is a close relationship between calligraphy and official selection. 
As for the system of "selecting officials by books" in the early Ming Dynasty, Mr. Zhang Jinliang 
mentioned an important link in his doctoral thesis, namely "regular script system".As 
mentioned above, in the early years of the Ming Dynasty, the imperial examination was not 
carried out, but the official recommendation was carried out. Good regular script is an 
important recommendation item.In Zhu Guozhen&apos;s biography of the founding ministers, 
it is said that "Yang Yin used filial piety, honesty, literature and good regular script." the "good 
regular script" in the article is the concrete manifestation of the implementation of the regular 
script system.[12] In addition, when discussing the promotion of officials, the official records of 
the history of the Ming Dynasty also mentioned the regular script system: "regular script origin 
or add Taichang Qing." [13]. 
Regular script has great influence on both recommendation and promotion of officials.Regular 
script, as a kind of "formal" book, has many advantages, such as simplicity, general knowledge, 
beauty, standard and so on.In the early years of Yongle, Emperor Chengzu of the Ming Dynasty 
strongly advocated the revision of books, such as Xie Jin as the president and compiled the 
Yongle ceremony.And Hu Guangxiu&apos;s complete works of four books and five classics.Then 
he revised the biographies of women and the records of Taizu.The royal family focuses on the 
repair of books, and the classics, history and regulations need to be transcribed by a large 
number of good calligraphers, and the concise and general regular script is the first choice for 
the repair of books.From this point of view, the implementation of "regular script system" in 
Yongle period has strong practicability.The Bachelor of Yongle attic academy is mostly good at 
regular script, among which Shen Du is the most famous.Shen Du joined the imperial court as 
an official because he was good at books. He first took the post of classics in the Imperial 
Academy, and then moved to the Imperial Academy to be a Bachelor of lectures.In this regard, 
the Ming Hui Yao contains: "Shen Du, in the early days of Cheng Zu, he was promoted by being 
able to write, entered the Imperial Academy, and officials and attendants taught 
bachelor&apos;s degree" [14]. Among them, "able to write" obviously refers to regular script, 
and their good seal characters, official script and other calligraphy styles are explained 
separately, which is the most common in the historical materials of calligraphy in the Ming 
Dynasty.[15] In addition, "Shanshu" and "Gongshu" also refer to regular script, which is 
consistent with the usage of "nengshu".From this point of view, the implementation of the 
regular script system has a great driving effect on the calligraphy of the Bachelor of Yongle 
attic.For the calligraphy of the Bachelor of Yongle attic, there are basic comments in Ma 
zonghuo&apos;s book "Shulin Zaojian · Shulin Chronicle": 
Small block letters are excellent and cursive;The main book is well researched. The small block 
letters written by Huang Ting are all copied from the right army. The pen is graceful and elegant. 
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Although the bone style is few and inferior, it will not lose Zhan mengju and Chen Wendong.(Xie 
Jin). 
Guangshan book;Guang Yougong&apos;s calligraphy is unique in its skill of cursive writing.(Hu 
Guang). 
Rongkai books are beautiful and moving.(Yang Rong). 
The running script is vigorous and green, and the regular script is proficient and neat.(Hu Yan) 
Degree is better than regular script.(Shen DU). 
He Gong&apos;s calligraphy, cursive calligraphy, has the style of Jin people, and has been 
unique in the world since he untied Hu.(Zeng Chen). 
Straight and good at regular script, mature structure and exquisite writing.(Wang Zhi) [16]. 
According to the comments on the Bachelor of Yongle attic in Shulin Zaojian · Shulin chronicle, 
some problems can be found.The Bachelor of Yongle academy is good at regular script and 
cursive script.Xie Jin&apos;s comments on regular script are "excellent", "refined" and "graceful 
and elegant", Yang Rong&apos;s comments are "beautiful and moving", while Hu Yan and Wang 
Zhi&apos;s comments on regular script are "sophisticated and neat" and "mature structure" 
respectively.Shen Du&apos;s regular script is also recorded in the history of calligraphy and 
painting in the complete book of Chinese calligraphy and painting: "critics say that his regular 
script is like beautiful women arranging flowers and laughing and dancing on the 
stage.";Comment on Yang Shiqi: "good at regular script, elegant and less charm";He also 
commented on Jin Youzi: "the articles are rich and smooth, and good at doing regular script." 
[17] generally speaking, the regular script of the Bachelor of Yongle attic college generally has 
the characteristics of beautiful, dignified and proficient style.Although the overall 
characteristics of regular script style can not explain that the regular script of scholars is 
directly affected by the "regular script system", it also fully reflects the regular script fashion of 
this era. 

3. The Influence of Royal Family on Bachelor&Apos;S Calligraphy 

In ancient China, the production of characters was not only a symbol of civilization, but also a 
symbol of power.Xu Shen&apos;s Shuowen Jiezi contains: "those who cover words are the 
foundation of classics and art, and the beginning of Wang Zheng. Predecessors fall behind, and 
later generations know the ancient. Therefore, it is said that this is the foundation of Taoism, 
and the essence of the world can be known without chaos." [18] Xu Shen&apos;s "the 
foundation of classics and art" and "the beginning of Wang Zheng" mean the foundation of the 
art of classics and the beginning of Wang Tao and politics.A few words are enough to show that 
writing and calligraphy play a very important role in politics, so the rulers of all dynasties have 
respected writing and attached importance to calligraphy.For example, the royal family of the 
Shang Dynasty in ancient China has used oracle inscriptions on tortoise shells for divination, 
and its influence can be seen.Until the early Ming Dynasty, the rulers still attached importance 
to the practical use of calligraphy.Zhu Yuanzhang, the emperor Taizu of the Ming Dynasty, 
advocated the pre-Qin system and believed that the way of saints was the law of all ages.In 
order to restore the old system, the six arts are divided into subjects.For the calligraphy among 
the six arts, Zhu Yuanzhang, the emperor Taizu of the Ming Dynasty, stipulated that "more than 
200 characters are learned every day, and the calligraphy of the two kings, Zhiyong, Europe, Yu, 
Yan and Liu is the method." [19] in his regulations, the main subjects are the two kings and 
famous masters of the Tang Dynasty. It can be seen that Zhu Yuanzhang highly praised the 
calligraphy of the Jin and Tang Dynasties.Later, his grandson, Zhou Xian Wang Zhu Youdun, also 
inherited his views on calligraphy.Zhu Youdun wrote in his collection of ancient calligraphy and 
postscript of dongshutang: "however, Zhou Li teaches primary schools with the six arts, which 
is not a trivial matter. The sage sets the meaning of teaching and the innocence of people&apos;s 
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children, and has a complete memory, so that learning the six arts can be used all his life. The 
book is one of the six arts, which should not be unknown to scholars." [20] therefore, Zhu 
Youdun emphasizes that the six arts follow the system of Zhou Li and follow the way of 
saints,And remind readers to pay attention to the art of calligraphy.As a royal family, Zhu 
Youdun&apos;s views on calligraphy also represent the official attitude of the Ming Dynasty to 
a great extent.The royal family&apos;s view of calligraphy is of political significance, which has 
an obvious impact on bachelor&apos;s calligraphy.Xie Jin, a bachelor, once said, "calligraphy is 
an art, which is not compared with other arts. Sages of all ages attach great importance to it. 
Cover and publicize humanities, administer and transform, describe the six classics, and 
respond to all things. It can be used for hundreds of millions of years, but it can&apos;t be 
compared with other skills!" [21] Xie Jin promoted the role of calligraphy to the height of 
longitude, heaven and earth,It can prove the position of calligraphy in the hearts of scholars. 
The royal family&apos;s emphasis on books is also reflected in its respect for Neo Confucianism 
and Neo Confucianism book theory.From Hongwu to Yongle, Emperor Taizu of the Ming 
Dynasty restored the imperial examination system and selected scholars with eight 
strands.Volume 70 of the history of the Ming Dynasty and election II say: 
"The subjects changed slightly along the old Tang and Song Dynasties, and the method of trial 
and change was specially selected to test the subjects of the four son books and the five classics 
of the book of changes, the book of changes, poetry, the spring and Autumn period and the book 
of rites." it was determined by Gai Taizu and Liu Ji.Its strategy imitates the meaning of the song 
scriptures, but it is in the tone of the ancients. The body uses platoon, which is called eight 
strands, and the general is called meaning making. "[[22]]. 
Another cloud: 
"The imperial examination format, the first test of the four books, the three classics, the four 
books, Zhu Zi&apos;s collection of notes, Yi Zhucheng&apos;s biography... And the ancient 
annotation and sparse poems, Zhu Zi&apos;s collection of notes to the spring and Autumn 
period." [[23]]. 
Accordingly, the royal family has determined the governing thought based on Zhu Zi&apos;s 
Neo Confucianism.In calligraphy, the Royal recognition standard is also consistent with Zhu 
Xi&apos;s concept of Neo Confucianism calligraphy.The reason should be that the requirements 
of emphasizing function and advocating character in Zhu Xi&apos;s Neo Confucianism book 
theory meet the political needs of the royal family.Zhu Xi believes that the value of calligraphy 
should not only stay on sensory enjoyment, but also the value of ethics and morality.This idea 
first came from Mencius.Mencius once said in Mencius. Chapter and sentence of the confession: 
"what is the same with the heart? It is also called reason and righteousness. The sage obtains 
the same ear with my heart first! Therefore, the reason and righteousness please my heart and 
the ruminant feed my mouth." 
Zhu Xi&apos;s Neo Confucianism inherited the essence of Mencius&apos; Confucianism, and 
their views on the value judgment of theoretical morality are the same.Starting from the moral 
concept of Neo Confucianism, the value judgment of Zhu Xi&apos;s Neo Confucianism on the 
moral concept of calligraphy met the internal needs of the royal family in the early Ming 
Dynasty.In the view of the royal family in the early Ming Dynasty, Zhu Xi&apos;s Neo 
Confucianism can play a role in maintaining centralization and unification.Therefore, in the 
13th year of Yongle (1415), Zhu Di, the emperor Chengzu of the Ming Dynasty, ordered Hu 
Guang, a Bachelor of the Imperial Academy and a great Bachelor of Zuo Chunfang, to compile 
70 volumes of the complete book of sexual theory, specially collecting and sorting out Cheng 
Zhu&apos;s jurisprudence.Then, Zhong Renjie, a native of Qiantang, Zhejiang Province, 
compiled and supplemented 42 volumes.Among them, the royal family paid special attention 
to the section of "Zixue" in the Daquan of sexual principles.Mr. Huang Dun said in his 
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monograph history of Chinese calligraphy - yuan and Ming volumes that the section of 
"Philology" compiled the words of song Confucianism such as Cheng, Zhu and Zhang.At that 
time, the calligraphic view of Song Dynasty became a kind of classic law.[[24]] it can be seen 
that calligraphy under the influence of reception thought was deeply recognized by the royal 
family and became the standard paradigm of calligraphy in the early Ming Dynasty at that time. 
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