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Abstract 
Strengthening labor education of higher vocational students could contribute 
considerably to preparing the students for their role in national rejuvenation, 
implementing the spirit of the "National Vocational Education Reform Implementation 
Plan", and realizing the personal aspirations of the students. The labor education for 
higher vocational students should guide them to establish correct labor values, shape 
their spirit of labor, improve their labor skills, and cultivate their labor creativity. 
Therefore, the higher vocational colleges should focus on strengthening the top-level 
design of labor education, explore the construction of the labor education curriculum 
system, actively create favorable atmosphere and culture of labor education, and build 
the labor education practice platform to ensure that labor education for higher 
vocational students is substantially and effectively implemented. 

Keywords 
Higher Vocational Student; Labor Education; Realistic Significance; Core Content; Path of 
Practice. 

1. Introduction 

The history of human is, in a sense, a history of the development of labor. All the "comforts" of 
life today are courtesy of the labors of various kinds by people in the past. Nowadays when we 
enjoy material abundance, although the times have changed the original appearance of labor, 
the truth stays the same that "through work we create a better life", and "work" still retains its 
glory. In the "Opinions on Comprehensively Strengthening Labor Education in Universities, 
Middle Schools and Primary Schools in the New Era" (hereinafter referred to as "Opinions"), it 
is pointed out: "Labor education is an important part of the socialist education system with 
Chinese characteristics." [1] It is not only related to the cultivation of new talents needed by the 
era, but also an important measure for higher vocational colleges to implement the "Twenty 
Provisions of Vocational Education" and the students to achieve personal growth. Therefore, 
higher vocational colleges should strengthen the top-level design of labor education, improve 
its working system and mechanism, and ensure that labor education for higher vocational 
students is substantially and effectively implemented. 

2. The Realistic Significance of Labor Education for Higher Vocational 
Students in the New Era 

Strengthening the labor education of higher vocational students in the new era is of great 
practical significance for cultivating new talents who are worthy of national rejuvenation for 
the Chinese people, implementing the spirit of the "Twenty Articles of Vocational Education" 
document, and realizing the personal dreams of the students. 
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2.1. It is Conducive to Cultivating Talents of the Era Who are Worthy of the 
Great Responsibility of National Rejuvenation 

As the Sixth Plenary Session of the 19th Central Committee of the Communist Party of China 
pointed out: "We must grasp the fundamental plan of cultivating successors to the career of the 
Party." At present, our country is at a critical moment during its brave march towards the 
realization of the second centenary goal, and there is urgent need for new talents of the era with 
clear political consciousness, high ideological level, good moral character, and sharp knowledge 
and skills, and who are worthy of the task of national rejuvenation, to join the great journey 
toward the second centenary goal. Higher vocational colleges shoulder the glorious mission of 
cultivating great craftsmen and artisans for the party and the country. They must take the 
initiative to undertake the goal of cultivating the talents of the new era for the modernization 
of the country and the realization of the Chinese dream of great rejuvenation, and step up the 
labor education so as to comprehensively cultivate the ethics, intelligence, physical fitness and 
aesthetics of the students. In labor practice, we must through education guide the students to 
recognize the current situation of the country and the society, understand the meaning and 
value of labor, and consciously establish lofty ideals in learning and work, work hard, be 
practical, enhance their skills, voluntarily contribute to the benefits of others and the society, 
and viscerally love and respect labor. In this way, they will strive to become laborers of the new 
era excelling simultaneously in knowledge, skills and innovation, make every effort to link their 
personal growth and career with the great course of national rejuvenation, and bravely be the 
talents of the new era to usher in national rejuvenation. 

2.2. It is Conducive to the Cultivation of High-quality Skilled Artisan-type 
Talents 

The report of the 19th National Congress of the Communist Party of China pointed out: " (We 
should) promote the spirit of model workers and craftsmanship, and create a social ethos that 
honors labor and the professional atmosphere that pursues excellence." [2] It fully reflects the 
new era's demand for craftsman skills, and the desire for the spirit of model workers and 
craftsmanship. But in reality, some students are only angled for quick success, thus become 
impetuous, lacking in the willingness for hard work, and weak in the awareness and spirit of 
labor, prefer leisure instead of labor, and are swayed by the mindset to enjoy all that money can 
buy and refuse to work for it. As the mainstay of cultivating artisan talents, higher vocational 
colleges can cultivate higher vocational students to be meticulous in the pursuit of product and 
service quality and the high sense of responsibility that aspires to every higher level of 
excellence, and prepared the higher vocational students to integrate the quality-oriented 
professional ethics and the professional attitude that favors innovation, devotion, perseverance, 
and pursuit of excellence in their activities of production. Therefore, strengthening labor 
education for the higher vocational students is conducive to cultivating artisan-type high-
quality technical and skilled talents, and helps gather great forces for the strategy of 
strengthening China with high service quality and the realization of the Chinese dream. 

2.3. It is Conducive to the Realization of the Personal Dreams of the Higher 
Vocational Students 

Labor is the only way to success of any kind. Higher vocational students who are young and 
burgeoning are at the most crucial stage of development for their life. They are full of vigor and 
dreams, but dreams stay only dreams unless they are hard worked upon by the labor of the 
hands. Higher vocational students are about to change, from the status of "student", to 
"professionals", to be engaged in professional work to serve others and contribute to the society. 
Labor-related knowledge, professionalism and labor skills are the most basic quality 
requirements for a "professional". These knowledge, skills, attitudes, and aesthetics all need to 
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be realized and exercised in specific labor practices. Therefore, labor practice can effectively 
improve the comprehensive quality and skill level of the students, and comprehensive quality 
and skill level are the prerequisites for higher vocational students to realize their personal 
dreams. Labor education can improve all aspects of the labor literacy required by higher 
vocational students to adapt to the workplace, break through the barriers between the school 
and the society, increase interaction with the society, form social cognition, improve the 
comprehensive competence of the students, and lay the foundation for the realization of their 
personal dreams. 

3. The Core Content of Labor Education for Higher Vocational Students in 
the New Era 

3.1. Cultivating Correct Labor Values 
Labor can create value and also a better life, and is the source of all happiness. The value of 
labor is the sum of views people hold toward labor, laborers, the fruit of labor, and what labor 
is more worthy. The value of labor of the younger generation has direct bearing on the overall 
value orientation toward of the society as a whole in the future. Therefore, guiding the young 
people in the new era to establish the correct value of labor is the demand of the times and the 
call of the future. However, in the society in actuality, many college students have alienated 
labor values, who dislike, despise and avoid labor, covet comfort, have impractical aspirations, 
look down upon simple and repetitive manual labor, and disregard all household activities that 
do not directly produce economic benefits. For this reason, the labor education in the new era 
should first guide the college students to develop the correct value of labor so that they can 
correctly view manual labor and mental labor, household work and professional labor, or 
simple labor and complex labor, recognize that there is no glorious labor or base labor, and 
consciously respect labor, workers, and the fruit of labor. 

3.2. Shaping the Spirit of Model Workers and Craftsmanship 
In his speech at the 19th National Congress of the Communist Party of China, General Secretary 
Xi Jinping clearly stated: "Promote the spirit of model workers and craftsmanship, and create a 
social ethos that honors labor and a professional atmosphere that pursues excellence." [3] In 
various historical periods of China, be it socialist revolution, construction and reform, batches 
of model workers have emerged. They have created extraordinary feats with ordinary labor 
and played an important role in promoting the great construction of the socialism with Chinese 
characteristics. In the new era, we must continue with the spirit of model workers, look beyond 
personal losses, and beyond the petty gains, losses, honors or benefits at hand, and take the 
initiative to assume social responsibilities, especially when in the face of major natural disasters, 
where we should show the spirit of public service and realize our personal value by devoted 
ourselves to the well-being of the society. The spirit of craftsmanship is the embodiment of the 
professional ethics, professional ability and professional quality of the professional workers. It 
is manifested as a professional state of devotion and due diligence to the work, as well as the 
pursuit of excellence, perfection, and detail in work, the professional quality of patience, 
perseverance and persistence, and the spirit pursuing breakthrough and innovation. To 
cultivate the spirit of craftsmanship in the higher vocational students, it is necessary to cultivate 
their creative spirit of pursuing excellence, their spirit of pursuing excellent quality, and their 
spirit of service of customer first and foremost. 

3.3. Improving Labor Skills 
The labor skills of higher vocational students are reflected as their daily life labor skills and 
professional labor skills. For the former, because most of the new generation of college students 
are born and grow up in an era of national prosperity and rapid development, they have more 
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favorable environment economically and enjoy undivided attention from their parents due to 
most of them being only child. Besides, under the influence of the exam-oriented education, 
their parents generally hope that their children can devote more time and energy to schoolwork 
rather than household work. Therefore, these children have not formed the correct labor habits, 
and thus suffer from poor self-care ability, lack of daily labor skills, and inability to cope with 
the society around them. As for the latter, though some schools offer labor education courses, 
they mostly remain at the theoretical level, with insufficient emphasis on practical skills, 
operational proficiency, and comprehensive application ability. To sum up, the higher 
vocational colleges should, in light of the requirement of the respective specialties, strengthen 
the labor education of vocational skills of the higher vocational students, improve the hands-on 
ability of the students, and step up the training of professional skills. 

3.4. Improving Labor Creativity 
Innovation is the soul for the progress of a people. At present, the international situation is 
complex, and the competition among countries is fierce. Whoever masters innovation will have 
the "first move" and the first opportunity to win. Innovation is inseparable from creative labor, 
while creative labor reflects the spirit and quality of workers who reject mediocrity, pursue 
excellence, study innovation, transcend routines, and strive for perfection. It fully embodies 
labor attitude such as competitive awareness, enterprising awareness, leadership awareness, 
and progress awareness. Young college students, who are newcomers of the times, are in a 
critical period both personally and nationally as this is during the great rejuvenation of the 
Chinese nation and fulfillment of the Chinese dream. So their tasks are many and hard. Young 
people are in an important period for the formation of personality and also the cultivation of 
the competence of innovation and creativity. Therefore, in labor education, their enthusiasm 
for innovation and motivation for innovation and creativity should be stimulated. It is necessary 
to focus on cultivating their courage to be the first and find new ways, so that they can make 
good use of existing knowledge and materials to break the routine and the status quo, apply 
innovative thinking and methodology in creative work, and be practitioners of creative work in 
the new era. 

4. The Practical Path of Labor Education for Higher Vocational Students in 
the New Era 

4.1. Strengthening the Top-level Design of Labor Education 
The implementation of labor education is a top-down systematic task. To implement it, the top-
level design must be strengthened. First, strengthen organizational leadership. The party and 
government officials at all levels in higher vocational colleges should grasp the importance and 
urgency of labor education from a strategic perspective, and strengthen organizational 
leadership. One step is to formulate the documentation of implementation. According to the 
policy spirit at the national level and the relevant implementation opinions issued by 
governments at all levels, each higher vocational college shall formulate detailed 
implementation rules in combination with its own actual situation. As the second step, full-time 
and part-time teachers should be appointed for this task. Teachers are the key to developing 
labor education. It is necessary to establish a team of full-time and part-time labor education 
teachers composing of ideological and political teachers, specialty course teachers, enterprise 
mentors, model worker mentors, and counselors. For the third step, the responsibilities of each 
party involved should be clearly defined. Corresponding leading institutions shall be 
established with clarified division of responsibilities, and relevant departments of the party and 
government, teaching units, etc. shall jointly promote the effective development of labor 
education. Second, establish the guarantee mechanism. Whether labor education can be 
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substantially implemented, it is necessary to establish and improve the corresponding 
implementation mechanism to ensure it. One is financial support. Vocational colleges should 
budget a certain amount of funds every year for setting up labor education courses, motivating 
labor education teachers, purchasing labor tools, and expanding practice places. Two is 
guarantee through resource sharing. Vocational colleges can reach shared alliances with 
companies, communities, factories, and rural areas to promote effective labor education. Three 
is safety support. Implement a risk dispersion mechanism and purchase special labor education 
insurance through insurance institutions to ensure the safety of teachers and students in the 
process of labor education. Finally, build an evaluation system. The first is to formulate a school 
organization and management evaluation system, including the relevant evaluation standards, 
personnel training goals, educational concepts, teaching staff construction, implementation 
mechanisms, and educational characteristics. The second is to develop a student evaluation 
system. Give full play to the subjective initiative of students in the evaluation of labor education 
courses, including mutual evaluation among students, evaluation of teachers by students, 
evaluation of courses by students, etc. The third is to formulate an evaluation system for 
teachers' teaching quality, including evaluation indicators such as teachers' professional labor 
knowledge, teaching level, professional ability, and teaching effect. The fourth is the evaluation 
system of cooperative units. The cooperative unit is an indispensable subject of evaluation of 
the practical courses in higher vocational colleges. The evaluation content of the cooperative 
units should include the students' labor attitude, labor skills, and professionalism, among 
others, in the process of practice. 

4.2. Constructing a Labor Education Curriculum System 
The "Opinions" pointed out, "(We should) incorporate labor education into the talent training 
program of vocational colleges, and form a comprehensive, practical, open, and targeted labor 
education curriculum system." [4] Subsequently, various higher vocational colleges responded 
with practical actions to launch labor education courses in their curricular system. However, 
currently there are still some problems with these courses, such as superficiality, focus on form, 
weak curricular system, and disconnect between labor education and professional curriculum 
teaching or internship training, etc. To solve these problems, higher vocational colleges should 
optimize the concept of labor education curriculum setting, and explore the construction of a 
labor education curriculum system according to the requirements of labor education goals, 
combined with the needs of employers and the professional development needs and 
characteristics of the higher vocational students in the new era. The first is to set up special and 
independent compulsory labor education courses, strengthen value guidance, and allow 
students to establish a correct and positive outlook on labor. The second is to integrate labor 
education into ideological and political courses, highlight relevant content such as the Marxist 
labor view, and strengthen the education of labor values and labor ethos and attitudes. The 
third is to integrate labor education into general courses such as innovation and 
entrepreneurship, employment guidance, and career development, focusing on cultivating the 
students' spirit of innovation, enterprise, and challenge, and advocating students' creative work. 
The fourth is to integrate labor education into specialty courses, combine professional skills 
with labor experience, cultivate students' qualities of work enthusiasm, dedication, diligence, 
cooperation, and respect for labor, and cultivate their ability to discover and solve problems in 
the hands-on process. 

4.3. Creating an Atmosphere of Labor Culture and Education 
A good labor culture atmosphere is conducive to the development of labor education. The first 
is to increase the publicity of labor culture. Higher vocational colleges may rely on their 
financial media center, use their official Weibo, WeChat or Douyin accounts, and campus 
electronic screens to vigorously promote labor culture, and promote broadcast the deeds of 
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great craftsmen, skilled artisans and model laborers, as well as the promotion and selection of 
their model labor students and their stories. The second is to hold labor practice activities. For 
example, set every Tuesday as the "collective labor day" to carry out labor practice activities 
such as dormitory labor, campus greening, classroom cleaning, laboratory maintenance, and 
the campaign for the civilized dormitory election, etc. Set May each year as the school labor 
month when there will be a focused movement to implement the second classroom practice 
activities of labor education, and to make arrangement to invite model workers, craftsmen, and 
outstanding students on campus. In the graduation season, organize dormitory labor 
competitions such as Cleaning before Leaving School or Leaving School in a Civilized Way. The 
third is to organize academic seminars on labor education. Strengthen labor education research, 
invite role models of the times, labor models, and front-line ordinary workers to hold 
normalized professional lectures, or advanced deeds report meetings, etc., and actively create 
a strong atmosphere of advocating labor, respecting labor, and loving labor. 

4.4. Building a Platform for Labor Education Practice 
Labor is valuable only when practiced. Higher vocational colleges should strengthen the 
construction of labor education playgrounds and platforms, enrich the carriers of labor 
education and talent cultivation, build on-campus and off-campus labor education practice 
platforms, and provide the hardware support. Let students sweat in labor, as well as increase 
their intelligence, exercise their bodies, and temper their wills while doing it. The first is to 
create an on-campus labor education practice platform. At present, a large percentage of higher 
vocational students prefer to stay in the dormitory to play video games, leave their laundry to 
their parents and order take-out food for meals. They try to distance themselves from labor for 
fearing of becoming dirty or tired. In light of this, the higher vocational colleges should make 
full use of their public spaces such as the maker lounge, canteen, conference center, training 
room, moot court, student affairs center and other service-oriented workplaces to carry out 
labor education including professional etiquette, work-study assistance, volunteer services, 
and exhibition planning, innovation and entrepreneurship practices, etc. The second is to 
develop an off-campus labor practice education base. Establish cooperation with local social 
entities such as government agencies, urban and rural communities, rural villages, enterprises 
and institutions. Utilize the urban and rural communities and farm fields to provide daily labor 
such as farming or housework activities, and let the students go to rural areas to participate in 
rural revitalization; use residential communities, nursing homes, welfare homes, railway 
stations, hospitals, etc. to build labor service platforms to carry out volunteering labor activities 
such as "love and help the aged", "garbage sorting" and "fighting Covid-19", etc., to increase the 
students' labor experience and labor practice. Arrange with high-tech enterprises to offer the 
students the opportunity to participate in the front line of labor production, know new labor 
techniques, experience new labor modes, and stimulate their enthusiasm for learning new 
knowledge and mastering new technologies. 
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