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Abstract 
Rural cultural heritage is the foothold of rural progress and the living fossil of rural 
development. However, rural culture needs systematic and professional management to 
more effectively improve, supervise and evaluate its protection and inheritance 
performance. Combine knowledge audit with rural cultural inheritance, determine the 
framework of rural cultural knowledge audit, and explore its audit objectives, objects 
and methods. It also selects three first-class indicators, 11 second-class indicators and 
26 third-class indicators of capital audit, behavior audit and benefit audit, and constructs 
a fine and scientific cultural heritage audit evaluation index system. Through the specific 
knowledge audit combined with the pastoral complex of "rice dream space", this paper 
analyzes the advantages and disadvantages of local cultural resource management. 
Finally, through the four perspectives of capital, management, social recognition and 
economic value, this paper puts forward some suggestions on the protection, inheritance 
and activation of rural culture. Based on this, knowledge audit has also been applied in 
the field of cultural heritage, providing new ideas for cultural heritage inheritance. 
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1. Introduction 

It is estimated that more than 73% of the intangible cultural heritage projects remain in 
traditional rural areas; If we want to promote cultural protection and inheritance, the most 
important link is rural cultural heritage. Rural cultural heritage is the foothold of rural progress, 
the living fossil left by rural development and the true portrayal of the rich life of rural people. 
In recent years, when advocating enabling rural revitalization, the state emphasizes cultural 
revitalization, deeply excavates and activates innovative rural culture, effectively connects 
protection, inheritance, development and utilization, and more systematically, professionally 
and finely protects, continues and expands the vitality of rural culture. 
However, under the process of urbanization and industrialization, the vitality of rural areas is 
gradually declining. Due to the lack of awareness of rural cultural heritage protection, the fault 
of inheritance and innovation, the lack of capital supervision and other reasons, rural cultural 
heritage has encountered development difficulties: quietly loss, rigid assimilation and so on. 
Rural culture is a local culture with strong local color, which is popular and accumulated for a 
long time. We should make good use of local culture, make full use of local culture and live local 
culture. In order to reproduce the charm of rural culture and improve the professionalism and 
scientificity of rural cultural heritage protection and inheritance, this paper discusses the path 
of rural cultural heritage protection and inheritance from the perspective of knowledge audit. 
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2. The Framework of Rural Cultural Knowledge Audit 

Knowledge audit is a systematic process of exploring, analyzing, measuring and evaluating 
organizational knowledge assets[1] . according to the audit model elements such as audit 
objective, audit object and scope, audit process and the relationship between these elements 
[2], build a knowledge audit process framework to evaluate the current knowledge 
management effectiveness, knowledge environment and the utilization of knowledge resources. 
The knowledge audit of rural culture is a dynamic process. A complete and effective knowledge 
audit needs to be planned, implemented, completed and summarized. In the planning stage, we 
should define the goal of knowledge audit, identify the object and content of knowledge audit, 
and determine the index system of knowledge audit; The implementation stage requires the 
intervention of knowledge audit team and the use of appropriate audit methods to implement 
the audit of rural cultural heritage; At the completion stage, the audit report on the protection 
of rural cultural heritage shall be formed according to the knowledge audit results, and the 
opinions and suggestions of knowledge audit shall be formed; In the summary stage, 
suggestions for more effective protection and inheritance of rural cultural heritage are formed 
according to the audit report. 

2.1. Objective of Knowledge Audit of Rural Cultural Heritage 
The application of knowledge audit makes the management of cultural resources more 
professional. It is not limited to the review of financial figures, but through analysis and 
research, index the audit content and find deeper factors affecting performance. The relevant 
audit of rural cultural heritage is to evaluate the performance of rural cultural heritage 
protection by means of knowledge audit; Through the audit results, explore the successful 
experience and shortcomings of rural cultural heritage protection, and provide a model and 
practical norms for the protection of rural cultural heritage. According to the resources and 
development environment of rural cultural heritage, seek the methods of resource content 
protection, inheritance, activation and innovation, and provide an effective path to improve 
knowledge management. 

2.2. Methods of Knowledge Audit of Rural Cultural Heritage 
The methods of knowledge audit mainly include the three-step knowledge audit method 
proposed by Jay L, Delphi's knowledge audit method, flow chart method, questionnaire method, 
organization system diagram method and other general knowledge audit methods [3].  

2.3. Object and Content of Rural Cultural Heritage Knowledge Audit 
According to the general definition of knowledge audit object and the particularity of rural 
culture, the main audit objects in the process of knowledge audit include: 
Knowledge subject: it includes not only the rural cultural heritage itself, but also the audience 
of rural cultural heritage (tourists, industry stakeholders, etc.) and other knowledge subjects 
on the value chain of rural cultural heritage. 
Knowledge object: the knowledge object can be divided into explicit and implicit. The explicit 
object is often easy to observe and known by people. For example, the explicit object of 
traditional technology is the product or achievement produced; The hidden object is often 
hidden in its deep level, which makes it more difficult to spread. 
Knowledge environment: the environment involved in rural cultural heritage mainly includes 
rural natural environment audit, inheritance environment, organization environment and 
market environment. 
According to the object of knowledge audit, determine the main content of rural cultural 
heritage knowledge audit. The contents of routine knowledge audit include: market demand 
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information audit, cultural heritage audit, historical evolution audit, natural environment audit, 
etc. 

3. Construction of Audit Evaluation System for Cultural Heritage 

Table 1. Audit Evaluation Index System 
Primary index Secondary index Tertiary indicators 

Audit of cultural 
heritage funds 

Fund implementation 
Fund raising scale 

Capital in place rate 
Timely rate of arrival 

Use of funds 
Compliance of fund use 

Use destination disclosure transparency 

Fund management 
Soundness of fund management 

Effectiveness of financial monitoring 

Fund effect 
Completion degree of cultural construction tasks 
Performance growth rate of cultural construction 

Cultural heritage 
work behavior 

audit 

Protection and 
activation of culture 

Richness of regional cultural heritage 
Number of cultural protection units completed 

Scale of personnel involved in cultural protection 
Restoration degree of cultural heritage style 
Characteristic retention of cultural heritage 

Education and 
dissemination of 

culture 

Public participation in protection and inheritance 
Number of inheritors of intangible cultural heritage 

Age structure of inheritors of intangible cultural heritage 
Popularity of cultural heritage among the masses 

Cultural innovation and 
identity 

Growth rate of tourists to cultural attractions 
Degree of work data and informatization 

Cultural heritage public attractiveness index 
Industrialization index of cultural heritage 

Benefit audit of 
cultural heritage 

Public satisfaction Satisfaction with the protection and inheritance of mass culture 
Social results Number of jobs provided 

Economic performance Regional economic growth rate after cultural protection 
Cultural benefits Cultural heritage influence index 

 
Rural cultural heritage is the foothold of rural progress, the living fossil left by rural 
development and the true portrayal of the rich life of rural people. In recent years, when 
advocating rural revitalization, the state emphasizes cultural revitalization, protects and 
inherits rural cultural heritage, and strengthens rural cultural construction; Rural 
Revitalization should not only enhance the vitality of resources, but also inject spiritual power. 
However, at present, the rural cultural heritage is scattered and numerous. There are a series 
of problems, such as paying more attention to the listing of cultural heritage than the 
maintenance, the fault of cultural transmission and inheritance, the disconnection between the 
supply and demand of cultural resources, and the effect of cultural protection funds is not 
obvious. Some of these problems come from the imperfect cultural protection system of the 
government, some are due to the improper development of cultural heritage by commercial 
institutions, and some are due to the low degree of cultural recognition of villagers themselves. 
For a long time, cultural heritage lacks systematic and scientific management and protection, 
and the situation of rural cultural heritage needs more attention. Due to the particularity and 
complexity of cultural heritage, many audit evaluation systems have the problem of single index 
dimension, which are based on the traditional audit concept and take financial evaluation as 
the main dimension; However, for the protection and inheritance of cultural heritage, we need 
to pay more attention to its social, cultural and historical values, build a multi-dimensional 
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evaluation system, and improve the systematization and professionalism of the audit 
evaluation index system. 
Therefore, this paper combines the characteristics and connotation of cultural heritage 
protection and inheritance, focuses on the combination of qualitative evaluation and 
quantitative evaluation, the principles of systematicness and index measurability, scientificity 
and completeness, and finally determines a reasonable audit index system on the basis of 
reading a large number of documents and materials and according to the brainstorming method 
and expert opinions [4]. the system determines three primary indicators of cultural heritage 
work: capital audit, behavior audit and benefit audit, and then determines two secondary 
indicators according to cultural integrity, cultural continuity, cultural identity and general 
elements of capital audit [5], the secondary indicators have 26 tertiary indicators, which 
together constitute the audit evaluation index system of cultural protection and heritage 
performance, as shown in Table 1. 

4. Knowledge Audit Analysis of ‘Rice Dream Space’ Pastoral Complex 

 
Figure 1. Knowledge Flow Diagram of ‘Rice Dream Space’ 

4.1. Environmental Information Audit 
‘Rice dream space’ is located in Xibo Town, Xinglongtai, Shenbei New District, Shenyang. Its 
terrain is open and rich in water resources. Nearby is Liaohe River, one of the seven major 
rivers in China. When planning the park, it also makes rational use of its topographic advantages 
and combines the original ditches to create a popular drifting project. Around the "rice dream 
space", there are a large number of landmark cultural facilities such as Xibo town archway, Xibo 
school and China Xibo Museum, which further deepens the cultural image of Xibo town in 
Xinglongtai and facilitates the better protection and inheritance of Xibo culture. 

4.2. Skill Owner Knowledge Audit 
By the end of 2020, the population of Xibo Nationality in China is about 190000, of which nearly 
30000 people have long lived in Xinglongtai town and nearby towns. The area where "rice 
dream space" is located has become the largest Xibo inhabited area in China, with rich Xibo 
culture. At the same time, the region also has a long agricultural civilization. Among the 600000 
permanent residents, there are 100000 rural residents. Its food crops are mainly rice and corn, 
which has also laid a solid foundation for the development of rice culture. 
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"Rice dream space" effectively integrates rice culture, farming culture and Xibo culture, taking 
the pastoral complex as the model, in order to protect cultural heritage in a more scientific and 
sustainable way. In fact, so far, the project has directly created employment opportunities for 
more than 200 people, making the annual income of local farmers reach about 5 million yuan. 
At the same time, with the continuous upgrading and development of the "rice dream space" 
project, more and more young people are willing to return to villages and towns, which also 
injects fresh blood into economic development and cultural heritage protection. 

4.3. Project Type Audit 
The rice culture festival, rice transplanting for thousands of people, harvest festival and other 
activities in the park fully show the characteristics of rice culture, farming culture and Xibo 
culture. Although the herringbone adobe or wooden frame structure inclined roof house, as a 
traditional building of Xibo nationality, has been eliminated with the development of the times, 
during the construction of the "rice dream space" project, the characteristics of herringbone 
and wooden frame structure in the traditional building have been retained and combined with 
the original ecological food to create the characteristic scenic spot of "wooden house catering". 
"Rice dream space" has also reached the scale of nearly 300000 tourists a year through its 
characteristic cultural products and the publicity of various media such as the film "my 
hometown and me" and the variety "journey to youth", and has become a well-known 
agricultural eco-tourism brand. "Rice dream space" also launched rice and other agricultural 
products with the idea of sustainable development, further improved its industrial chain, and 
digitized and visualized the information of agricultural products to consumers in multi-
dimensional ways such as text, pictures and videos. 
Through in-depth understanding and further innovation of culture, "rice dream space" 
integrates cultural characteristics into various projects in the park, so that tourists can 
understand the rural culture that "rice dream space" wants to convey in the process of 
entertainment and leisure. 

4.4. Historical Evolution Information Audit 
Xibo culture has a long history, which can be traced back to thousands of years ago. Xibo has 
experienced a long time of precipitation from an unknown small nation to the present. Xibo's 
earliest written records appeared in the records of Taizu of the Qing Dynasty. In the process of 
the continuous development of the times, Xibo people often played the role of "national 
defender". They guarded the frontier, dug large canals and planted fruits and vegetables, which 
turned the barren field into a beautiful, rich and stable fertile land. 

4.5. Market Demand Information Audit 
The park will also receive various research and learning teams, with professional teaching 
ability and practical experience in agriculture, and a systematic and scientific teaching mode. 
The research and learning objects range from kindergartens, primary schools to middle schools, 
universities and various parent-child groups, covering all ages. 
Through the above audit activities, we can find the advantages and disadvantages of the cultural 
resources in the "rice dream space" in the process of inheritance and development: the ‘rice 
dream space’ is located in an area with rich and booming rice culture, Xibo culture and 
agricultural cultural resources, but it is faced with the problem that the age structure of cultural 
inheritors is too large, and its young people do not have a deep understanding of culture, The 
lack of follow-up development of cultural heritage. "Rice dream space" achieves the purpose of 
inheriting and developing culture and innovates the way of cultural inheritance by effectively 
integrating various cultures and externalizing them into rice field paintings, leisure and 
entertainment attractions and other forms; However, this is only a one-way export mode of 
culture, which is difficult to maintain the sustainable development of culture. At the same time, 
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"rice dream space" takes the pastoral complex as the model, aiming at the coordinated 
development of primary, secondary and tertiary industries. However, according to the audit 
results, the primary and tertiary industries of "rice dream space" are developing continuously, 
but the secondary industry has gradually lost its vitality. In general, "rice dream space" has 
achieved the goal of social recognition of characteristic culture, empowerment of cultural 
resources and Rural Revitalization with its own resource advantages and rich innovative means, 
but there is still room for improvement. 

4.6. Audit Results 
Through the above audit activities, we can find the advantages and disadvantages of the cultural 
resources in the "rice dream space" in the process of inheritance and development: the "rice 
dream space" is located in an area with rich and booming rice culture, Xibo culture and 
agricultural cultural resources, but it is faced with the problem that the age structure of cultural 
inheritors is too large, and its young people do not have a deep understanding of culture, The 
lack of follow-up development of cultural heritage. "Rice dream space" achieves the purpose of 
inheriting and developing culture and innovates the way of cultural inheritance by effectively 
integrating various cultures and externalizing them into rice field paintings, leisure and 
entertainment attractions and other forms; However, this is only a one-way export mode of 
culture, which is difficult to maintain the sustainable development of culture. At the same time, 
"rice dream space" takes the pastoral complex as the model, aiming at the coordinated 
development of primary, secondary and tertiary industries. However, according to the audit 
results, the primary and tertiary industries of "rice dream space" are developing continuously, 
but the secondary industry has gradually lost its vitality. In general, "rice dream space" has 
achieved the goal of social recognition of characteristic culture, empowerment of cultural 
resources and Rural Revitalization with its own resource advantages and rich innovative means, 
but there is still room for improvement. 

5. Suggestions on the Protection and Inheritance of Rural Culture from 
the Perspective of Knowledge Audit 

Knowledge audit can find the explicit and implicit problems in the protection of rural cultural 
heritage and the risks and opportunities in the inheritance. Many rural cultural heritage are 
faced with the problems of incomplete operational knowledge and development knowledge in 
the inheritance. The defects of knowledge make the protection of rural cultural heritage difficult. 
Therefore, knowledge audit is necessary, Knowledge audit can provide theoretical basis and 
inheritance efficiency for all kinds of knowledge that cultural heritage lacks in inheritance. 

5.1. Increase Financial Support and Improve Fund Utilization Efficiency [6] 
Knowledge audit can find the explicit and implicit problems in the protection of rural cultural 
heritage and the risks and opportunities in the inheritance. Many rural cultural heritage are 
faced with the problems of incomplete operational knowledge and development knowledge in 
the inheritance. The defects of knowledge make the protection of rural cultural heritage difficult. 
Therefore, knowledge audit is necessary, Knowledge audit can provide theoretical basis and 
inheritance efficiency for all kinds of knowledge that cultural heritage lacks in inheritance. 

5.2. Establish Archives to Improve Management Efficiency, with the Help of 
Audit Innovation Inheritance Path [7] 

The inheritance of rural cultural heritage is inseparable from the support of special funds, and 
it is more necessary to improve the supervision and utilization efficiency of special funds. First 
of all, the cultural industry, especially the protection and inheritance of rural culture, is a 
relatively special industry. From the perspective of social resources, the rural cultural industry 
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is generally considered to have large investment and small income, which is difficult to attract 
capital investment; From the perspective of consumers, due to the diversity of modern social 
culture and the development of network software, rural culture can attract fewer and fewer 
consumers. Secondly, the craft and production of many cultural heritages need to be completed 
by hand, and now there are fewer and fewer craftsmen for cultural inheritance, and the 
inheritance ability is limited; The state cultivates and supports cultural inheritors through 
financial subsidies. Take Shenyang's "rice dream space" as an example. In 2021 alone, Shenyang 
invested about 10 million yuan to build infrastructure for rice dream space, focusing on the 
deep integration and development of primary, secondary and tertiary industries. In addition to 
attracting a large number of tourists, the film and television crew in the scenic spot is also 
increasing. The increase of publicity has brought rich economic benefits to "rice dream space". 
With the increase of capital investment, we have to pay attention to the management and use 
of funds. We should audit the use of funds in time, whether the rural cultural heritage meets the 
standards in popularization, publicity and other activities, whether there is fraud in declaring 
subsidy funds, misappropriation of subsidy funds and untimely allocation. 

5.3. Carry out Education and Publicity and Strengthen Social Recognition 
Combine the rural cultural industry with the tourism industry to better improve the benefits of 
inheritance. Establish tourist attractions, build cultural brands, and make cultural heritage and 
economy driven by two wheels. Make full use of the unique conditions of rural cultural heritage 
and tourism industry, excavate and integrate regional historical and cultural resources, 
scientifically develop cultural relics tourism, folk custom tourism, cultural tourism and other 
projects, and scientifically grasp the relationship between protection and development, 
inheritance and development. For example, Shenyang's "rice dream space" has long been 
famous in Shenyang. The release of the film "me and my hometown" has improved its 
popularity. The rice field painting in the scenic spot based on agriculture is an important carrier 
and form for the realization of new tourism. The rice field painting innovates the local rice 
culture and shows a wealth of modern art and traditional culture. At the same time, "rice dream 
space" integrates multiple industries, breaks industry barriers, forms a unique industrial chain, 
creates characteristic brands, gives play to various creativity on the basis of inheriting rural 
cultural heritage, and greatly promotes the local cultural tourism industry. 

6. Conclusion 

Rural culture is a valuable resource of traditional culture, an important connotation of 
gathering people and beautifying their homes, and a solid support for revitalizing industry and 
promoting development. This paper constructs the framework and audit evaluation system of 
rural cultural inheritance under knowledge audit, and puts forward new ideas for development 
from the perspective of the combination of audit and culture, which is an exploration of better 
applying audit to the field of cultural inheritance. However, protecting, inheriting, activating 
and innovating rural cultural heritage is a complex and professional systematic project, which 
requires the joint efforts of forces inside and outside the countryside, adhere to systematic 
design, scientific norms, adjust measures to local conditions and highlight characteristics. 
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