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Abstract 
The Yangtze River Delta is the pilot area of China's economic development. Promoting 
its high-quality development can not only effectively optimize the allocation of resources 
among regions, but also effectively realize the integration and coordination among 
regions. However, in recent years, due to the outbreak of COVID-19, the economy of the 
Yangtze River Delta region has been impacted to a certain extent. This paper first 
expounds the significance of promoting the high-quality development of the economic 
integration of the Yangtze River Delta city group, then puts forward some main problems 
existing in the high-quality development of the economic integration of the Yangtze 
River Delta city group, and finally provides multiple paths for the high-quality 
development of the economic integration of the Yangtze River Delta city group. 
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1. Introduction 

The Yangtze River Delta urban agglomeration is the most economically developed region in 
China and one of the six major urban agglomerations in the world. With only 2.1% of China's 
land area, it accounts for 1/4 of China's economic aggregate. The regional integrated 
development of the Yangtze River Delta has become a national strategy. Yangtze River Delta 
generally refers to the Yangtze River Delta region of Shanghai, Jiangsu, Zhejiang and Anhui 
provinces under the jurisdiction of 41 urban areas, is one of China's most innovative, economic 
development and opening up vitality of the region. According to the 2020 economic data 
released by the National Bureau of Statistics, the outbreak of the novel coronavirus has exerted 
a certain impact on the economic development of the Yangtze River Delta region, causing 
economic recession in major cities in the region and a serious impact on China's job market. At 
present, the trend of integrated development among major cities in China is gradually slowing 
down, the transformation and upgrading among regions is difficult, the degree of coordination 
is not flexible enough, and the administrative barriers are strict. In addition, The State Council 
proposed to build the Yangtze River Delta city cluster into a world-class city cluster with global 
influence by 2030. Therefore, in the post-epidemic era, studying the existing problems and 
future development mechanism of the economic integration development of the Yangtze River 
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Delta urban agglomeration is the key to promoting the rapid development of regional economy 
and deeply implementing the coordinated development of regional economy. 

2. The Significance of Promoting the High-quality Development of the 
Economic Integration of the Yangtze River Delta Urban Agglomeration 

Since the reform and opening up, relying on its unique geographical location and innovative 
ideas, the Yangtze River Delta region has achieved good results. In the twenty twenties of the 
21st century, the people of the whole country have basically achieved "well-off life" and entered 
a new period. Under the new international and domestic economic conditions, how to play a 
better role to continuously promote the national economic development and accelerate the 
development of the Yangtze River Delta is an important issue for the regional development of 
the Yangtze River Delta at present. The Yangtze River Delta region has developed from the past 
rapid development to a high level of development, has entered a key stage of comprehensive 
deepening. 
Therefore, we should seize this opportunity to break through the limitations of the past and 
build an international and integrated region, thus establishing a strong competitive advantage 
in the global scope. At the same time, while building a well-off society in an all-round way, we 
should further clarify the development needs of the Yangtze River Delta region on the premise 
of improving people's happiness and increasing people's happiness. 

2.1. It is Conducive to Regional Collaborative Innovation 
In the context of global economization and regional economic integration, the linkages among 
provinces have gradually become a major force for stimulating and creating potential. At 
present, the key industries and industrial development in the Yangtze River Delta region have 
entered a critical period, and the degree of cooperation in scientific and technological 
innovation in each region will have a greater impact on it. The regional economic cooperation 
in Yangtze River Delta is the key to promote scientific and technological innovation and regional 
collaborative development. 
The high-quality development of urban agglomeration in the Yangtze River Delta is not only 
reflected in its location, but also reflected in its radiation influence on the surrounding areas. 
Therefore, it is necessary to comprehensively grasp the scientific and technological innovation 
ability of the Yangtze River Delta region, and continue to give full play to its creativity, so as to 
enhance the overall strength of the Yangtze River Delta region. Through regional collaborative 
innovation to promote industrial development, forming a collaborative and innovative society, 
so as to promote the development of manufacturing industry to a higher level. 

2.2. This Helps Optimize Resource Allocation 
Regional economic integration is based on cooperation. To achieve cooperation, there must be 
division of labor, and to achieve division of labor, we must make full use of the resource 
advantages of each region to achieve maximum utilization. Economic integration is not to copy 
the development mode and road of big cities, but to give full play to their advantages, promote 
the effective integration of local resources, achieve a win-win situation, and master the pace of 
development. The Yangtze River Delta urban agglomeration should be the same. At present, the 
Yangtze River Delta region complementary advantages in resources, mainly reflected in 
Shanghai's strong economic strength, strong technological innovation ability, service industry 
in the forefront of the world; Jiangsu has a solid economic foundation, and has developed 
manufacturing and tourism; Zhejiang private economy has strong strength, as well as rich 
humanities and human resources; Anhui has rich natural and human resources and a high level 
of scientific and technological development. Strengthening the cooperation among provinces 
and cities is conducive to promoting the regional economic integration of the Yangtze River 
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Delta, giving play to their respective advantages, forming a mutually promoting, decentralized 
and orderly development pattern, so as to achieve effective allocation of various resources and 
promote regional cooperation. 

2.3. It Will Help Improve the Quality of Employment 
The development of scale economy can improve economic benefits and regional integration can 
help enterprises to obtain greater economic benefits. The Yangtze River Delta region has 
become more and more important in promoting national economic development, and plays a 
very important role in promoting domestic economic and social development. Stable economic 
growth will continue to create more job opportunities, while regional integration will promote 
migration from region to region, enabling more job opportunities to be realized and enabling 
people to better share in the fruits of integrated development. With the integration of regional 
economy, the industrial structure will get better development, and the proportion of emerging 
industries and high-end services will also increase. High-quality practitioners will also provide 
a strong impetus for China's economic and social development, forming a "high-quality labor 
force - high proportion of employment - high-quality economy" virtuous cycle, will further 
promote regional cooperation and exchanges. 

3. Problems Existing in the High-quality Development of the Economic 
Integration of the Yangtze River Delta Urban Agglomeration 

The Yangtze River Delta has made great achievements since the reform and opening up. The 
Yangtze River Delta region accounted for 20 percent of China's GDP in 2017, becoming a 
"bellwether" of China's rapid economic development. The Yangtze River Delta is the region with 
the highest urbanization level, the fastest development speed and the fastest economic 
development in China. However, with the rapid development, the Yangtze River Delta region 
also has some problems. 

3.1. Serious Homogenization of Competition Restricts Regional Industrial 
Integration 

Under the environment of international competition, the core competitiveness of Yangtze River 
Delta is the economic development between regions. Local governments pursue their own 
interests, resulting in administrative monopoly and separation between regions, resulting in 
repeated industrial development and waste of resource use. In terms of industrial structure, 
the regional distribution of the three industries in the Yangtze River Delta is as follows: the 
primary and secondary industries in Jiangsu and Zhejiang are higher than those in Shanghai. 
Among them, based on the manufacturing industry, supported by high-tech industries, such as 
biopharmaceutical, electronic communications, new energy, etc., the phenomenon of industrial 
homogeneity has emerged. The radiation capacity of the central region is insufficient, and there 
is less cooperation between regions; The unreasonable industrial structure and spatial 
distribution lead to the unreasonable consumption of ecological resources in China, and then 
cause the increase of the cost of industrial management. 

3.2. Local Administrative Barriers Exist, and There is No Mechanism for 
Regional Cooperation, Cooperation, Sharing and Governance 

In order to promote the high-quality integrated development of urban areas in the Yangtze 
River Delta, it is necessary to further enhance the ability of coordinated development of 
regional economy, promote the free flow of various elements and the effective allocation of 
resources, promote the development of public services, and play a strong supporting role for 
regional economic development and the establishment of social network system. From the 
integration development of the Yangtze River Delta to the strategic level of national 
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development, the Yangtze River Delta needs to realize a deeper level and a wider range of 
regional coordination mechanism, but the current regional cooperation model in the Yangtze 
River Delta still cannot meet the needs of national economic development. Under the current 
administrative system, the barrier of local government is a difficult threshold to overcome. In 
order to pursue their own maximum benefits, some provinces have blocked the distribution of 
regional resources and the construction of a common market. At the same time, due to the 
multiple organizational levels and scattered cooperation topics, the overall planning and 
overall promotion of the power is not enough. 

3.3. Digital and Traditional Industries have Not been Deeply Integrated, and 
Industrial Supply Chains Need to Be Strengthened 

The deep integration of digital industry and traditional industry in the Yangtze River Delta will 
greatly promote the development of innovative technology in the urban agglomeration of the 
Yangtze River Delta, so as to further improve the industrial structure of the whole region. At 
present, the Yangtze River Delta region has shown a good development trend in terms of scale, 
volume and growth rate. However, on the whole, the technological innovation and traditional 
industries in the Yangtze River Delta are still in a state of separation, and the integration 
between the two still needs to be deepened. In the economic structure of the Yangtze River 
Delta region, the digitalization and automation level of traditional industries such as agriculture 
and animal husbandry, manufacturing, construction and service industry needs to be further 
improved. 

4. The Choice of High Quality Development Path of Economic Integration 
of Urban Agglomeration in Yangtze River Delta 

4.1. Break Down Administrative Barriers and Integrate Resources Effectively 
Break the block division phenomenon of resource administrative regions, promote the orderly 
and free circulation of elements among provinces, thus clearing administrative barriers for the 
economic integration of the Yangtze River Delta urban agglomeration, realizing the sharing of 
resources in the Yangtze River Delta, and realizing the spatial distribution of resources. Break 
administrative barriers and institutional barriers, reduce the cost of population, logistics, 
capital and other aspects, establish market-oriented market conditions for the allocation of 
factor resources, and guide the domestic economic cycle. 

4.2. Promoting Rapid Integration of the Digital Economy and Traditional 
Industries to Avoid Homogeneous Competition 

Industrial development cannot be separated from the progress of information technology, and 
the improvement of productivity and efficiency must be driven by information technology. The 
integration of digital economy and traditional industry can promote the rapid development of 
industry in the Yangtze River Delta urban agglomeration. In order to prevent the regional 
homogeneity, the Yangtze River Delta region should give full play to the characteristics of 
regional geography, talent and capital, and then develop industrial clusters with characteristics; 
We should make full use of our comparative advantages and correct development direction, 
promote the optimization and upgrading of industrial structure, and promote regional win-win 
cooperation and coordinated development. Shanghai should play its role as a financial center, 
focus on building an international financial center, and accelerate RMB internationalization, 
RMB product innovation and financial transactions. Zhejiang should continue to lay a solid 
foundation, give full play to the role of "golden card", and vigorously develop digital economy 
such as Internet, artificial intelligence, big data, blockchain, SaaS, social e-commerce, and online 
celebrity live streaming. Jiangsu is a big manufacturing province in China, so it should make full 
use of its manufacturing scale and technological advantages, and take technological innovation 
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as the main driving force. Anhui should accelerate the construction of a coordinated green 
transformation system, accelerate the scale and quality of Hefei as a metropolis, enhance the 
leading role of Hefei, and further develop its own economic strength through rapid and efficient 
transportation. 

4.3. Strengthen Industrial Supply Chain Self-control in the Yangtze River Delta 
Region 

The coordinated development of the Yangtze River Delta region needs to break the 
phenomenon of "homogeneity" in the industrial structure, promote the development of capital, 
human resources and raw materials by "green channel", actively promote the "complementary 
chain" and "strong chain" in the Yangtze River Delta region, and strengthen the autonomous 
and controllable ability of the Yangtze River Delta region. On the one hand, it is necessary to 
make full use of the comparative advantages of each region and carry out centralized planning 
and coordinated development of key industries from the perspective of high-level resource 
elements. Shanghai region should focus on the development of headquarters economy, the 
construction of scientific research at home and abroad, finance and other aspects; In other 
regions with high degree of agglomeration of high-tech elements, we should actively develop 
creative economy, promote the transfer of traditional industries, and build high-tech enterprise 
clusters. According to the needs of economic development, small and medium-sized cities 
should focus on developing green economy, light industry and related supporting industries. , 
on the other hand, through to the various areas of rational division of labor, play their own roles 
in their respective industry chain, build industry cluster in Yangtze river delta region, further 
optimize the industrial chain, in order to meet the demand of enterprise as the guidance, to 
build a supply chain information system, promote parts supply, consumer goods production 
and marketing system, and implement information transmission within the industry. 

4.4. Deepen Practical Innovation and Open up the Whole Chain of Scientific and 
Technological Innovation 

The Yangtze River Delta is the most creative region in China. It is necessary to strengthen the 
cooperation between the government and enterprises, establish and improve the 
transformation mechanism and incentive compensation mechanism of scientific and 
technological achievements, and promote the monopoly of achievements, benefit sharing and 
market risk sharing. Promote cross-departmental collaboration in the fields of scientific and 
technological achievements, scientific and technological talents and scientific and technological 
input, form regional integration of scientific and technological innovation services, and 
promote the diversification of scientific and technological achievements and the value-added 
of innovation. Only by focusing on creating regional innovation core, the integration of Yangtze 
River Delta can effectively attract various creative forces and facilitate the development of new 
technologies and products. Can win the league, the patent trading center and institute of 
technology cooperation isometric triangle regional cooperation organization, and the 
introduction of world-class research and technical services, the basis of the Yangtze river delta 
region scientific research ability and technology transformation and large-scale production 
capacity together, play the greatest potential, a breakthrough on the key technologies. 
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