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Abstract 
At present, China's food safety problems are becoming more and more serious, and more 
and more food crimes have been breeding throughout the country, which has brought 
great threats to the life and health safety of domestic residents. In the past decade, 
domestic food crimes have tended to be diversified and complex, which has put forward 
higher requirements for China's laws. However, the current criminal law has not been 
systematized in regulating food crimes, and the scope of its regulation is relatively 
narrow. With reference to foreign criminal laws, China can further improve the current 
legal system and jointly defend national food safety with the help of relevant law 
enforcement departments. 
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1. The Current Situation of Food Safety in China and the Reasons for 
Violating the Laws 

1.1. The Current Situation of Food Safety in China 
1.1.1. Microorganisms in Food Exceed the Standard 
At present, the phenomenon of microbial exceedance in the food safety problems faced by China 
is particularly prominent, and more and more types of microorganisms are detected in food, 
and a large part of these microorganisms will seriously affect the life and health safety of eaters. 
At present, there are three main microorganisms that can cause discomfort in some domestic 
foods namely bacteria, fungi and viruses. These microorganisms tend to have strong vitality 
and exist in all aspects and stages of food production and transportation. Food is inherently 
susceptible to microbial infections, and in the case of poor supervision in some parts of the 
country, a large amount of food is more or less contaminated by microorganisms and put into 
the market for sale. Now the phenomenon of microbial exceeding standards has been extremely 
widespread in China, so that a large number of consumers face greater risks.  
1.1.2. Food Impurity Contamination or Food Spoilage 
According to relevant test data and reports, the current domestic food is not only contaminated 
by microorganisms but also has a lot of impurities. The impurities in these foods mainly come 
from the production process, such as manual operation when the sanitary conditions are not 
up to standard, it is possible to mix many impurities into the food and cause food to be 
contaminated. The contamination of food by impurities is a physical level of pollution, which 
can be effectively controlled in the case of proper management, but many domestic food 
processing manufacturers ignore health standards, which also greatly increases the hidden 
dangers in food. In addition, some food sellers also sell some substandard spoiled foods or 
expired foods for personal interests, which also puts Chinese consumers in a dangerous dietary 
situation. Spoiled foods are often cheaper and can deceive children or the elderly who cannot 
tell the truth, which has a great negative impact on their lives.  
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1.1.3. Food Addition is Not Standardized 
Now the proportion of domestic raw food is getting smaller and smaller, and most of the 
processed foods that enter the Chinese people's tables, so people will inevitably be exposed to 
food additives. The existence of appropriate food additives will not seriously endanger people's 
life, health and safety, but not all domestic food additive content has reached the national 
standard. As far as the problems that have emerged so far are concerned, there are two main 
reasons for food manufacturers to illegally add food additives, the first is to over-add 
preservatives in order to extend the shelf life of food, and the second is to make the appearance 
or nutritional content of food more attractive to consumers and add chemicals, such as "Sudan 
red" added to duck eggs. Chemical additives that make some foods look attractive can endanger 
people's health. At present, domestic food additive problems are emerging in an endless stream, 
so that many consumers cannot buy truly healthy food.  

1.2. Reasons for Food Safety Violations in China 
1.2.1. Enterprises Illegally Purchase or Select Food Raw Materials 
The first situation of food crime in China is that food companies illegally purchase or select 
illegal food raw materials for processing. In the past decade, this phenomenon of food crime 
has emerged in China. The "Clenbuterol" incident in China in March 2011 is one of the 
representative cases of this type of food crime. In order to obtain greater profits, manufacturers 
have illegally purchased pigs fed with "clenbuterol" feed as raw materials for food production 
under the premise that national laws explicitly prohibit it, which has a bad impact on society. 
According to the National Health Organization, there is a class of chemicals called β-stimulants 
in "Clenbuterol", which is very likely to cause poisoning in the eater. Compared with some food 
raw materials produced through normal channels, some illegal raw materials tend to have 
higher profits, so some companies are desperate to choose to buy illegal food raw materials, 
which have been repeatedly prohibited in China and have intensified in recent years.  
1.2.2. Manufacturers Illegally Produce and Process Food 
At present, some domestic enterprises often choose some illegal ways to seek profits for 
themselves in the process of food production. There are two main situations in this category of 
food violations. The first is that enterprises use illegal workers to produce food, thus saving 
labor costs, such as employees who can directly contact food in the food production process 
have infectious diseases such as viral hepatitis or tuberculosis, which may directly lead to food 
contamination and harm the life and health of food consumption. The second situation is that 
enterprises use illegal operating steps or processing equipment when producing food, thereby 
further saving production input. There are many domestic food production enterprises in order 
to save production costs and choose simple production methods or production equipment, 
which directly leads to the quality of food is seriously substandard, such illegal acts are also one 
of the root causes of food safety problems.  
1.2.3. The Logistics Party Illegally Transports Food 
The transportation of food is often indispensable, but in recent years there have been more and 
more illegal acts in food transportation in China. The case of the takeaway rider hired by a 
domestic takeaway software exposed by the media in 2020 fully unveiled the illegal acts in the 
process of food transportation. Delivery riders put food in dirty takeaway boxes while 
delivering food, a violation that went undetected for years. It can be seen that food is often the 
most vulnerable during transportation, especially some foods with extremely high 
requirements for transportation conditions. In order to be able to transport a large amount of 
food in a short period of time, some domestic food transporters often cannot guarantee that the 
transportation conditions of each food will meet the statutory standards, which also makes 
many foods contaminated during transportation. At present, China's transportation is also 
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becoming more and more developed, but the illegal phenomenon of the food transportation 
industry is getting worse and worse, which also indirectly brings more hidden dangers to food 
safety.  
1.2.4. Distributors or Retailers Sell Food in Violation of the Law 
In 2022, the Chinese police cracked and reported 7 typical cases of food safety crimes, including 
cases of sellers illegally selling fake and shoddy food, fake and shoddy food and other related 
cases. According to the data, in 2021, there were 11,000 cases of this type of food safety crime 
in China, involving 1.3 criminals. For some illegal foods, some domestic distributors or retailers 
illegally sell food to consumers that will seriously endanger their health in order to obtain huge 
profits. Distributors or retailers who commit crimes in this part often disguise the food they sell 
to deceive consumers. In addition, some distributors or retailers sell expired and spoiled food 
to domestic consumers, and some criminals even arbitrarily change the outer packaging or 
production date of spoiled food in order to cover up their crimes.  
 

 
Figure 1. Links in the existence of food safety hazards 

2. New Trends in Food Crime in China 

2.1. Forms of Food Crime 
Before 2010, the form and structure of food crimes in China were relatively single, and most of 
the food crimes used in a more primitive way, such as the use of inferior raw materials to 
produce processed food. However, in the past 10 years, with the development of science and 
technology and the popularization of the Internet, the forms of food crimes in China have 
become diverse, which has increased the huge difficulty of the public security organs' 
investigation work. At present, more and more forms of food crime in China are difficult to 
identify quickly, and it is not possible to be discovered until it causes large-scale harm. For 
example, in the "fake and shoddy beef products case" cracked by the public security organs in 
2021, the criminals processed horse meat and sold fake beef to the outside world for several 
years, until a large number of local consumers were arrested because of the unqualified quality 
of the meat and symptoms of physical discomfort. Changes in the form of food crime have also 
exacerbated the hidden dangers of food safety.  

2.2. Scope of the Crime 
With the emergence of more and more food crime methods and with the help of the Internet, 
the scope of food in China has also become more extensive in recent years. The scope of food 
crime is mainly manifested in the types and regions of food with food safety problems. Due to 
the maturity of the manufacturing industry, more and more food processed products in China 
are produced, which also potentially increases the risk of food crimes. According to relevant 
reports, food safety problems in China occur in plant foods, animal foods and various processed 
foods. With the increase in the types of food that enter the Chinese table, the types of foods with 
food safety problems also increase in proportion. In addition, with the development of the 
domestic logistics industry, food crimes no longer only exist in backward and remote areas, and 
many illegal foods have appeared in many core large cities in China, and consumers in more 
areas have been harmed by fake and shoddy food. Wider food crime has also put more pressure 
on China's police force and related laws.  

Production Transport Sale
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2.3. Joint Crimes 
Since the production and processing of food is often more than one step, it also increases the 
possibility of joint crime. In July 2015, the police were notified of the sale of toxic and harmful 
foods in a barbecue shop in Zhejiang Province, where the owner of the barbecue shop added 
poppy flour to the seasoning of the grilled meat and added poppy shells to the brine broth in 
order to attract more customers, and the joint crime was committed by another seasoning 
owner who sold poppies, and the two formed a joint crime in food crimes, and were eventually 
prosecuted for drug trafficking. Similar cases are not uncommon, and in recent years, most of 
the domestic food crime cases involve joint crimes, which has greatly increased the scale and 
scope of food crimes.  

2.4. Criminal Techniques 
With the improvement of criminal investigation methods, food offenders have also created 
more and more advanced criminal technologies in order to evade legal sanctions. In China, food 
crimes have been combined with some advanced technologies, making it impossible for public 
security organs and consumers to distinguish between true and false. The most easily detected 
type of food crime, such as the addition of illegal additives to food or the replacement of food 
raw materials, has begun to gradually decrease, and the proportion of new food crimes has 
gradually increased. The new food crime technology is mainly used in two aspects, the first is 
used for the production and production of food itself, and the second is used for camouflage 
illegal food. These new criminal technologies involve many aspects such as biology, chemistry 
and even computers, and are very likely to pose a potential threat to the lives of larger groups 
of consumers.  

3. The Dilemma of Regulating Food Safety Issues in the Chinese Criminal 
Law 

3.1. The Scope of Regulation of Food Safety Crimes is Narrow 
From the beginning of China's criminal law to pay attention to food safety issues to the present, 
the relevant laws have been continuously adjusted and improved, and are committed to better 
regulating the endless food safety problems in China. However, at present, the scope of 
regulation of China's criminal law in the part related to food safety is still not comprehensive 
enough. In recent years, the emergence of more and more types and means of food crimes has 
made the scope of the existing criminal law system relatively narrow. In the current provisions 
of the Criminal Law, the two processes of production and sale are the two main parts of the law 
related to food safety issues. This form of regulation is mainly represented by the crimes of 
producing and selling poisonous and harmful food and the crime of producing and selling food 
that does not meet safety standards. It can be clearly seen that the scope of these two crimes 
with relatively strong regulatory force is limited to the production and sale of food. However, 
the current food crime has involved more aspects of food production, transportation, storage, 
sales and use, and the current criminal law can regulate even less than half of the total domestic 
food crimes. More and more food safety cases prove that in addition to the food crime 
phenomenon in the process of food production and sales, the legal benefit infringement is also 
very serious, which is also a problem worthy of further consideration by legislators. The 
limitations of the current scope of the penal system may cause more serious social problems. 
First, an increasing number of offenders may opt for opportunistic means of profit, an increase 
that undermines domestic food safety and does not fully implement the protection mechanisms 
of criminal law. In addition, since the scope of regulation of food safety crimes in the Food Safety 
Law far exceeds that of the Criminal Law, this will inevitably lead to a certain deviation between 
the two laws, resulting in some judicial confusion. In the event of inconsistencies between laws, 
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it is also possible for more offenders to feel that there is an opportunity. In addition, in 2013, 
the Supreme People's Court and the Supreme People's Procuratorate promulgated the 
Interpretation of Several Issues Concerning the Application of Law in handling Criminal Cases 
of Endangering Food Safety, which also made relevant supplementary provisions for other 
forms of food safety crimes other than those regulated by criminal laws, mainly involving food 
transportation and storage. However, the judicial authority's power to interpret has gone 
beyond the scope of the Criminal Law, which also makes the determination and sentencing 
process of food crimes more uncertain. All in all, the current lack of scope of regulation of food 
crimes in criminal law is obvious and urgently needs to be solved.  

3.2. The Sentencing Settings for Food Crimes Lack Scientific 
China's criminal law has been in a state of adjustment in the sentencing of food safety crimes, 
but for the food crimes that currently exist, the relevant sentencing settings are not completely 
scientific. The issue of setting up penalties for food safety crimes mainly involves the scope and 
amount of fines. Prior to the promulgation of the Criminal Law Amendment (VIII), the scope of 
fines and penalties for food safety crimes in China's criminal law ranged from one-half to two 
times the amount of a single sale. However, the obvious problem with this provision is that 
there is no clear limit on the fine, which may also result in many criminal acts of escaping 
imprisonment with fines. Since then, the amendment to the single fine has been removed, and 
while it can address certain crimes of evasion of responsibility, it has also complicated the 
process of measuring specific amounts of food safety crimes in the judicial process. The 
intention of abolishing the upper and lower limits of fines for food crimes proposed in the 
Criminal Law Amendment (VIII) is to strengthen the deterrent and regulation of fines on 
criminals, but the judiciary can impose high fines and significantly reduce the amount of fines, 
so that the power of the judicial organs can influence the outcome of the sentence to a greater 
extent, which is likely to affect the fairness of the judiciary. In fact, what the current domestic 
criminal law lacks in the regulation of food crimes is the standard of scientific sentencing, which 
not only involves fines but also involves some main criminal laws. Without a scientific 
sentencing setting, the judicial judgment of food crimes will have a large deviation, which is 
likely to cause the problem of different judgments in the same case. As a result, the principle of 
proportionality of criminal responsibility and punishment in criminal law cannot be fully 
guaranteed. Scientific sentencing settings can make the regulation of food safety crimes in 
China's criminal law fair and effective. In addition, the conviction and sentencing of food safety 
crimes in China's criminal law has not formed a more scientific system. In addition to the clear 
regulation of food crimes that are already common, many other relevant regulations are still 
unclear. Moreover, the systematic connection between the domestic Criminal Law and other 
laws, including the Food Safety Law, is not enough, and there are still large deviations between 
the laws, and this regulatory system is also extremely unscientific. Whether it is from the 
perspective of the conviction and sentencing of food crimes in the specific criminal law or from 
the perspective of the entire legal system of food crimes, the current setting is not completely 
scientific.  

3.3. The Prohibition on Engaging in the Food Industry is Too Lenient 
The regulation of food safety offences in criminal law is also reflected in the possibility of 
restricting the recidivism of offenders. Perpetrators of food crimes in countries that have 
already committed crimes in the country are often easily on the path of re-offending, driven by 
high profits. For some habitual food offenders, skilled means of committing crimes and the large 
amount of money temptation behind food crimes have become the source of motivation for 
them to commit crimes again and again. In addition, the current sentencing setting of food 
crimes in domestic criminal law is not completely scientific, and many criminals still do not 
have effective restrictions after committing multiple crimes. Therefore, many scholars have 
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proposed to concretize and severely define the conditions and forms of prohibition of food 
crimes in criminal law. The Criminal Law Amendment (IX) promulgated in 2015 supplements 
the relevant provisions on the prohibition of employment, which also fills the gap in the 
judgment of professional qualifications and prohibitions in China's criminal law. However, this 
provision still reflects that the existing criminal law prohibits the food industry from practicing 
in the food industry, which is not strict and relatively hollow. If the relevant provisions on 
prohibitions in the food industry are not tightened and detailed, the practical use of this 
provision for repeat crimes will be greatly reduced. According to relevant cases, in the actual 
judicial and regulatory process, the existing provisions on the prohibition of employment in the 
food industry in the criminal law have not achieved more effective results. Therefore, although 
the possibility of regulating food crimes is slightly less important than the regulation of food 
crimes themselves, if the criminal law can make more stringent provisions in this part, it can 
also play a deterrent role in food crimes and even re-offending to a certain extent.  

4. Analysis of the Criminal Laws and Regulations on Food Safety Outside 
the Territory 

4.1. Differences in the Legal Mechanisms for Food Safety Penalties Outside the 
Territory 

Chinese and foreign criminal laws distinguish between misdemeanors and felonies in 
regulating food safety crimes. In the felony part of food crimes, the degree of regulation of 
domestic criminal law and foreign criminal law is not significantly different, although the 
current domestic criminal law on food crimes felony coverage is relatively narrow compared 
to foreign countries, but this is only a technical problem in China's criminal law legislation, 
which does not affect the comparison between Chinese criminal law and foreign criminal law 
in food safety felony. However, for the wide application of misdemeanor crimes in food safety 
crimes, there are big differences between China's criminal law and foreign criminal law. In the 
United States, for example, the U.S. penal code uses a number of misdemeanor penalties when 
regulating food crimes. The United States lowers the lower limit of food safety crimes, which is 
relatively different from China's criminal law. China's criminal law does not widely apply 
misdemeanor to the regulation of food crimes, which may be due to the fact that China 
maintains a more cautious attitude in the legislation of criminal law. However, compared with 
the regulatory attitude of China's criminal law on food crimes, the US criminal law is the 
opposite. The U.S. criminal law applies more misdemeanors to food crime norms, which also 
greatly increases the intensity of the criminal law's crackdown on food crimes. This 
phenomenon also stems from the fact that the impact of food safety crimes in China and foreign 
countries is different in history, and the setting of felonies in criminal law is often involved in 
the whole body. The crime rate of foreign food crimes is extremely high, and as far as the United 
States is concerned, the entire country has been affected by a large number of food crimes since 
the 20th century, which has put a lot of pressure on the judicial organs in the United States. As 
a result, a large number of misdemeanors began to be applied. Since the 21st century, food 
crimes in China have only begun to become rampant, so the scope of application of China's 
criminal law to food crimes is much lower than that of other countries. In addition, the system 
of criminal law in our country is also relatively simple compared with foreign countries. China's 
criminal law in the regulation of food crimes is relatively simple and has not formed a relatively 
complete system, which is also because the time for China to establish relevant laws is not long 
enough. In foreign criminal laws, especially in developed capitalist countries such as the United 
States, there are as many as 37 laws on food crimes, which is due to the fact that the United 
States established a relatively perfect "Food Law" in 1938, and after a long period of revision 
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and improvement, the regulatory system of these advanced capitalist countries in food crimes 
is relatively perfect. In this regard, our criminal law has not yet been perfected.  

4.2. Implications of the Criminal Law on Extraterritorial Food Safety in the 
Improvement of Relevant Criminal Laws in China 

4.2.1. The Professional Division of Labour and Flexibility of the Criminal Law 
Enforcement Sector is of Great Importance 

It can be seen from the regulatory mechanisms of foreign criminal laws on food crimes that law 
enforcement departments have played a greater role in crime control. In some special food 
crimes, criminal law enforcement even played a decisive role. Therefore, the professional 
division of labor and flexibility of criminal law enforcement departments is more important. 
First of all, from the division of labor system of the criminal law enforcement part of the United 
States, it can be seen that the scope of food crime can be controlled mainly depends on the joint 
cooperation between the relevant legal system and the relevant criminal law enforcement 
departments. The division of labor among criminal law enforcement departments will greatly 
improve the efficiency of food crime enforcement, and more powerful measures can be taken 
in the same kind of food crime and in new types of food crime. Among the many criminal 
regulatory mechanisms abroad, the local law enforcement agencies are also more flexible in the 
process of regulating food crimes, which is worth learning from the legislation of domestic 
criminal law and the judiciary.  
4.2.2. "Combining Leniency with Severity" is of Positive Significance to China's Food 

Safety Criminal Law Legislation and Conviction 
Under the long-term plague of food crimes, the United States has adopted a regulatory 
mechanism that combines misdemeanors and felonies due to strong pressure from the 
judiciary. Moreover, most foreign countries have also adopted the form of "leniency and 
severity" to regulate food safety crimes and have achieved good control results. The better 
effect of such legislation and conviction models is mainly due to the nature of food crime itself. 
First, the scope of crime covered by food crime is extremely broad. From small individual 
crimes to transnational crimes, and the types and numbers of food crimes are also large, single 
legislation and convictions cannot be applied to such a large food crime system. In fact, the 
legislation and conviction of the food safety criminal law of "leniency and severity" are in line 
with the principle of proportionality between criminal responsibility and punishment in 
China's criminal law, and a crime cannot only consider its social harmfulness alone, but should 
also pay attention to the subjective viciousness and recidivism of the offender, so the 
application of appropriate misdemeanors can also better realize the guarantee mechanism of 
China's criminal law. Therefore, the form of "combining leniency and severity" has positive 
reference value for the legislation and conviction of China's food safety criminal law.  
4.2.3. The Systematization of Criminal Law has a Strong Effect on the Control of Food 

Crimes 
Whether it is crime control or criminal punishment, systematic criminal law management is 
very necessary. Since in most developed capitalist countries, many forms and technical means 
of food crimes have been formed in large quantities for a long time, so these countries have 
established a relatively complete system of criminal law to regulate food crimes in the process 
of continuous improvement and adjustment. Although China's food safety problems have 
appeared for some time, they have not yet been systematized, so the domestic criminal law has 
always held a relatively conservative attitude towards the regulation of food safety issues. This 
also causes that China has not formed a relatively complete system in the regulation of food 
crimes. A complete criminal law system can greatly promote the control of food crimes in China. 
First, a complete system can cover all types of food crimes, reducing the possibility of criminals 
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being opportunistic. In fact, the complete system can also provide sufficient legal reference for 
the relevant judicial institutions, which can also provide the efficiency of the judicial institutions. 
The systematic criminal law system can make China's food crime control have a strong effect, 
so that the existing related crimes can be rapidly reduced.  

5. The Path of Improving the Criminal Law Related to Food Safety Issues 
in China 

5.1. Adjusting the Basic Concepts of Relevant Criminal Law Legislation and 
Regulation 

At present, China's concept of criminal regulation of food safety is mainly relatively 
conservative, because although China's food safety problems have begun to emerge, they still 
do not reflect a strong urgency. Therefore, China has always adopted a more cautious legislative 
attitude when regulating domestic food crimes. However, in recent years, domestic food crimes 
have endangered all aspects of people's lives, which has also put forward new requirements for 
the regulation of China's criminal law. Therefore, in order to be able to control the current large-
scale food safety crimes, China should appropriately adjust the basic concept of the current 
relevant legislation and regulations, and appropriately increase the use of some misdemeanors 
that regulate food crimes. China's conservative regulatory mechanism was formed in the 
context of an era when food crime was not rampant, and with the changes of the times, the basic 
concepts of these legislations can be adjusted accordingly. China can increase the scope of 
regulation of food safety crimes involved in criminal law, and adopt a relatively positive 
regulatory attitude and concept. However, this should also be based on the affordability of our 
judicial and law enforcement services. Therefore, in order to better adapt to the criminal form 
and current situation in China, the basic concepts and attitudes of the relevant legislation of 
China's criminal law should also be adjusted accordingly. Flexible forms of law enforcement can 
enable law enforcement agencies to face sudden or new types of food crimes more calmly, 
which can also increase the extensiveness of the criminal law's regulation of food crimes to a 
certain extent.  

5.2. Accelerating the Establishment of a Criminal Law System on Food Safety 
Issues 

Since China's food safety crimes have only begun to form a large scale after the 21st century, 
China's criminal law system for the regulation of food crimes has not been established. 
Although supplemented by relevant laws and regulations such as the Food Safety Law, this 
cannot change the deficiencies in food safety protection in China's criminal law. First of all, 
China's criminal law only includes some food crimes in the two links of food production and 
transportation into the scope of regulation, which clearly shows the lack of coverage of food 
crimes. Moreover, these existing regulatory laws are not strict, which further reduces their 
protective effect on the life, health and safety of our people. In order to achieve the effect of 
further regulating domestic food crimes, China's criminal law must not only achieve "leniency 
and severity" but also form a complete system. First of all, the types and scope of food safety 
crimes should be further expanded, which not only takes into account the existing food safety 
crimes, but also takes into account the new types of food crimes, covering all aspects of the 
process from the production of food raw materials to the final sale of food. In addition to the 
scope of the criminal law system, the classification of misdemeanors and felonies in the criminal 
law on food crimes should also be more perfect, felonies can play a better deterrent role, and 
misdemeanors can improve the efficiency of law enforcement parts of the regulation of crimes. 
Under the guarantee of the gradual improvement of the food safety criminal regulation system, 
China's food safety problems can be further controlled.  
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5.3. Refining the Conviction and Sentencing of the Criminal Law on Food Safety 
Issues 

Referring to the application of a large number of minor crimes in foreign countries for food 
safety crimes, China's criminal law can also use the form of "leniency and severity" to regulate 
domestic food safety crimes. In recent years, more and more food safety crimes have been 
breeding in China, and these new types of food safety crimes not only use more high-tech means 
but also make it increasingly difficult to quickly identify the forms of crime. If these new forms 
of crime are continuously added to the felony provisions of China's criminal law, the national 
criminal law enforcement department will face greater law enforcement pressure, which will 
also form a relevant and large resistance to the regulation of food safety crimes. Therefore, with 
reference to the regulatory forms of foreign food safety crimes, China can increase the wide 
application of food safety crimes and adopt the model of "leniency and severity" to form a 
complete system for regulating food safety crimes. In this way, some widespread and 
aggravated food safety crimes will be included in the ranks of major criminal offenses, and the 
breeding of these crimes will be strictly controlled. In addition, some emerging and not-so-
common food safety crimes can be temporarily punished with lighter criminal offences. On the 
one hand, these crimes can also be effectively curbed, and on the other hand, the law 
enforcement pressure of the relevant law enforcement agencies will be greatly reduced and 
more energy will be dealt with related major criminal offences. In this way, the domestic 
criminal law on food safety crimes can form a complete system of "leniency and severity", which 
is also of great positive significance to the management of food safety in China.  

5.4. Enhancing the Role of Criminal Law Enforcement Departments in the 
Control of Food Crimes 

The professional division of labor between criminal law enforcement agencies often plays a 
decisive role in the effectiveness of criminal law enforcement. In the current process of 
regulating food safety crimes in domestic criminal law, the division of tasks for which various 
criminal law enforcement departments are responsible is not particularly clear, and most of the 
criminal law enforcement parts only focus on the supervision of the production and sales 
process, which is also due to the fact that China's criminal law only focuses on the food crimes 
of these two processes in the specific laws on the regulation of food crimes. Only when the 
various criminal law enforcement departments divide the work into the various processes of 
food crime can they effectively control the breeding of food crime. In addition, criminal law 
enforcement departments at all levels cannot only take relevant measures when committing 
crimes and showing them, but also have a more effective effect on the regulation of food safety 
crimes. The specialized division of labor of criminal law enforcement departments can play a 
strong role in promoting the regulation of food crimes, in addition to the professional division 
of labor, domestic law enforcement departments should also pay attention to flexibility in the 
process of law enforcement. Specific food safety crimes need to be dealt with on a case-by-case 
basis. For different forms of food safety crimes, law enforcement often needs to deal with them 
flexibly in accordance with the provisions of the relevant criminal law. The subjective 
malignancy and likelihood of recidivism of offenders should also be taken into account as 
appropriate in the regulation of food safety crimes. In some cases, some law enforcement 
agencies have not flexibly handled cases according to the actual situation, thus creating greater 
resistance to the regulation of food safety crimes.  

6. Summary 

The existing food safety hazards in China are diverse, mainly due to the toxicity of 
microorganisms, additives and food raw materials, which are due to the emergence of more and 
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more food crime problems in China. The scope of food in the country has expanded to cover 
everything from the production of food raw materials to the sale of finished products, and 
existing food crimes are often more widespread and difficult to identify. Food offenders commit 
crimes with a clearer criminal purpose and using more advanced criminal techniques. More 
notably, the proportion of co-offenders in existing food crime cases has increased. Compared 
with the more perfect legal system in foreign countries, the regulation of food crimes in China's 
criminal law is not comprehensive. The existing regulations on the control of food crimes in 
China's criminal law are not completely scientific. Only with the combination of more 
systematic laws and more flexible law enforcement departments can China's food safety 
problems be further improved.  
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