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Abstract 
Ancestral temple is an important part of traditional architecture. Under the influence of 
rural revitalization in modern society, the present situation of ancestral temple 
architecture deserves attention. With the development of the times, ancestral temples in 
many areas have not been well protected. This topic is mainly based on analyzing the 
influence of rural revitalization on ancestral hall buildings, protecting and activating 
rural ancestral hall buildings, and highlighting the role of ancestral hall culture in rural 
revitalization. The purpose is to explore the new model of ancestral temple architecture 
in modern society, and how to protect and develop ancestral temple in rural settlement 
planning, so as to realize the integration of traditional architecture and modern 
civilization. Through this study, I hope to make some contributions to the protection and 
utilization of ancestral halls in Jingchu area. 
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1. The Origin and Development of Ancestral Halls 

1.1. Origin of Ancestral Halls 
The ancestral hall originated five thousand years ago. In the period of primitive society, there 
were records of the deeds of "Di Ku Gaoxin's first ancestral temple" and "Emperor Yao's seven 
temples to enjoy ancestors" about the establishment of sacrificial ancestral halls [1]. This shows 
the Chinese people's thought of worshipping the saints and ancestors. The ancestral hall was 
born in the process of the gradual disintegration of clan society. Zhu Xi highly praised the family 
system. He put forward a plan of ancestor worship, that is, each clan needs to build ancestral 
halls dedicated to Gao, Zeng, Zu and you. It is a clan organization composed of the same ancestor, 
autonomous kinship group and geographical organization. The name of the ancestral hall 
officially appeared in the Han Dynasty, symbolizing the unity of ethnic groups. 

1.2. Development of Ancestral Halls 
Ancestral temples were formerly ancestral temples and ancestral temples, and ancestral 
temples originated in the Zhou Dynasty. Ancestral halls in the Han Dynasty used to be called 
ancestral temples, which didn't appear until the Han Dynasty. Since the Han Dynasty, after the 
death of some meritorious people, later generations have built ancestral halls to commemorate 
them. Outdoor ancestral halls began in the Tang, Song and Five Dynasties. Ancestral temples 
were widely spread in the Song Dynasty, when the family system of respecting ancestors and 
ancestors was advocated. Since the mid-Ming Dynasty, peasants lived in poverty and class 
contradictions became more prominent. The ruling class tried to use clan relations to 
strengthen and maintain order. Ancestral halls are used for family management, making clan 
rules, deliberation and ceremonies. Therefore, in the fifteenth year of Jiajing (1536), he officially 
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"begged the ministers of the world to build a family temple". Since then, the development of 
Chinese ancestral temples has entered a period of prosperity.  

2. The Geographical and Cultural Background of Jingchu Region 

Jingchu is a "province of thousands of lakes". Its geographical position is very special. It has the 
reputation of "the thoroughfare of nine provinces" and is the birthplace of Chu culture. Jing-Chu 
terrain is three high, medium and low, open to the south, with gaps and incomplete basins in 
the north and Shennongjia, the "roof of Central China" in the west. There are mountains, hills 
and plains, and the terrain is very different. The characteristics of Jingchu culture are closely 
related to its environment. Jingchu belongs to the South geographically. In the process of 
inheritance and development of Jingchu culture, it not only retains its own original cultural 
heritage, but also absorbs and integrates foreign cultures, forming the unique cultural 
inclusiveness and openness of Jingchu region. 

3. Characteristics of Ancestral Temple Buildings in Jingchu Area 

3.1. Decorative Features 
The architectural form of ancestral halls in southeast Hubei was influenced by the architectural 
style of Jiangxi and Anhui ancestral halls, and combined with its own region, it opened up the 
architectural style with local characteristics, adhering to the sequential architectural hierarchy 
of one ancestral hall and one family. The decoration of ancestral halls is regulated. For example, 
the Li's Ancestral Hall, a kind of virtue hall in Meixi Village, Jingchu area, has magnificent and 
magnificent building facilities all made of tall log structures. The most attractive thing is that 
there are some allusions and paintings on the wall. Ancient architectural decorations are mainly 
painted and sculptured, which have a long history and rich national characteristics. Painting 
plays a dual role in protecting wood and beautifying buildings. Sculpture endows buildings with 
vivid shapes. Some ancestral halls have granite pillars, stone lions on the top of which are 
carved to resist trusses, and stone piers under the pillars are carved with three animal patterns: 
bats, red deer and red-crowned cranes, symbolizing the three-star archway of Fu Lushou. There 
are also the "Dragon and Phoenix" stone carvings and a number of murals of birds, fish, 
landscapes and other figures, all of which reveal auspicious meanings such as longevity, good 
luck, happiness and longevity of pine cranes. The carving of ancestral halls is more magnificent. 
Generally, all kinds of exquisite patterns are carved on the beam surface and beam supports. 
Almost all doors, windows and partitions are decorated with hollow or flat flower carvings. The 
shapes are diverse, lifelike, ingenious in design, meticulous and neat in knife technique, perfect 
in skills, and have very high artistic value. 

3.2. Beam Frame Features 
The architecture in Jingchu area was first established in Song and Yuan Dynasties. After the 
Southern Song Dynasty, the rapid development of Chu merchants promoted the prosperity of 
Jingchu area in Ming Dynasty. Ancestral temples, memorial archways and folk houses in Jingchu 
area also completed the style construction in this period. Beam characteristics can be divided 
into two categories. First, the classification of building structure. In ancient China, there were 
two kinds of wooden frames: bucket-piercing type and beam-lifting type. Essentially, the 
bucket-through type means that the purlin is directly supported by the column. Lifting beam 
means that apart from the roof purlin, the purlin is directly supported by the beam. Second, the 
regional classification, architecture also shows different regional characteristics. Southwest 
Hubei, the most densely populated area of Tujia and Miao nationalities, is a unique wooden 
structure, such as Yan ancestral hall in Xianfeng. Northwest Hubei mainly includes Shiyan and 
Xiangfan areas. The plane layout is often symmetrical multi-channel and multi-entrance 
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quadrangles, with roofs connected as a whole, and courtyards are all patios, such as Kejia 
Ancestral Hall. Jianghan Plain is located in the south-central part of Jingchu area, including 
Jingzhou and Jingmen areas, and its building structures are mostly patio and bucket. Southeast 
Hubei mainly includes Tongshan, Chibi and other places. There is a type of house called 
"memorial arch house" in Tongshan, which is often used in ancestral halls, such as Li's ancestral 
hall in Tongshan County. All door and window partitions, curtains, window supports, curtain 
frames, single or double chessboard doors, solid couch doors, wooden roof partitions, siding, 
wallboard, wooden railings, etc., are made of decorative wood. The kiss on the roof is the 
decoration at the two ends of the roof ridge, which is often used in previous palace buildings. 

3.3. Spatial Form 
Although the architectural styles and scales of ancestral halls in Jingchu area are different, the 
overall layout has a lot in common, which can be roughly divided into front square, stage, main 
entrance, wall courtyard, patio, pleasure hall, worship hall, bedroom and auxiliary room. 
Ancestral halls in Jingchu area have patios, and most of them are located in areas with 
mountains and water. These buildings are built on the mountain and face south. The plane 
layout is often a symmetrical courtyard with multiple paths and multiple entrances. From the 
perspective of Feng Shui, the courtyard is a patio. Because water falls from the sky, the patio 
has the function of "gathering wealth". Generally, the size is matched according to the size of 
the ancestral temple. From the perspective of lighting, if there is no patio in the ancestral hall, 
the hall will be very dark. The so-called patio cannot see the sun. Moreover, ancestral halls are 
public places where weddings and funerals are often held. Domestic sewage can be discharged 
through the patio, and its outlet must conform to the geomantic theory. There is a stage in the 
ancestral hall. The plane width of the stage is generally four rows and three bays. In addition, 
several stages on both sides are added to form five bays. The brightness and depth of the stage 
are fiveorsix meters. The stage height is about 1.6 meters. It must be set in the center. There are 
doors on both sides. The entrance of the ancestral hall passes through both sides of the stage 
and enters the inside of the ancestral hall. The stage is divided into North and south parts. The 
South stage is light and elegant, while the North stage is thick and unique. The stage has become 
an important part of the ancestral temple. (as shown in Figure 1). 
 

 
Figure 1. Ancestral Hall Stage 

4. The Significance of the Transformation of Ancestral Hall Function to the 
Rural Revitalization 

4.1. The Impact of Rural Revitalization 
Rural revitalization will promote rural development and economic promotion, and promote the 
development of tourism. Rural migrant workers will be attracted by policies to build beautiful 
countryside to help poverty alleviation, support talents and culture, provide a platform for 
inheritance, live rural folk culture, help rural economic development, and build a harmonious 
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rural spiritual civilization. Helping rural areas to get rid of poverty and become rich is also 
conducive to promoting the construction of rural customs and civilization. Pay attention to the 
development of people's ideological level, inherit traditional virtues, and cultivate civilized 
rural customs. 

4.2. Functional Evolution of Ancestral Temple Architecture 
The main function of ancestral hall is not mainly used for sacrifice. The traditional function of 
ancestral hall building is a holy place to store ancestors' gods. Ancestral worship is the main 
function of ancestral hall. Through the ancestral hall, it can enforce clan rules, mediate clan 
forces within the clan, and use clan relations to strengthen the maintenance of order [2]. It can 
also play a relief function, do good and save people, relieve the poor and educate people. Now, 
the functions of ancestral halls are developing towards diversification. After combining the 
cultural elements with local traditional cultural characteristics with the concept of "ancestral 
halls plus culture", the diversified development of ancestral halls has become a good place for 
villagers to read books and newspapers, and enjoy leisure and entertainment. At the same time, 
tourism can also be developed to make ancestral halls a tourist attraction. The cultural activities 
of ancestral halls have the characteristics of the times, especially attracting the enthusiastic 
participation of the masses. Ancestral temples in Jingchu area retain a large number of local folk 
customs. No matter the site selection, architectural layout, modeling features, indoor plaques 
and couplets, etc., there are traces of traditional culture, which runs through the whole building. 

5. Protection and Regeneration Design of Ancestral Temple Buildings 

5.1. Planning Positioning and Objectives 
For the protection and regeneration of ancestral hall buildings, we need to start from three 
points. Firstly, we should give prominence to political guidance and strengthen the supervision 
of ancestral hall construction and activities. Second, combine rural revitalization, rationally 
transform the functions of ancestral halls, and put the transformation of ancestral halls in the 
construction of public cultural service system. Third, comprehensively revise the architectural 
quality of ancestral halls, pay attention to the architectural integrity, cultural particularity and 
historical story of ancestral halls, and show strong regional cultural characteristics [3]. This 
regional expression comes from the reflection of the objective geographical environment in this 
area, and it is also the embodiment of local cultural accumulation. 

5.2. Node Design 
Ancestral temples are suitable to be built at the entrance or center of the village, and the traffic 
is convenient. The new functions of the ancestral temple may involve culture, office, toilet, 
canteen, kitchen, entertainment, health, education and other aspects of life, so the design should 
also ensure the good accessibility of the ancestral temple. The entrance square is the main 
component of rural settlements, the main distribution center of residents and the main road for 
residents to enter and leave. In the design of sidewalk, auspicious clouds are used to highlight 
regional characteristics, and at the same time, it gives residents a comfortable and harmonious 
feeling. Taking the typical architectural model of the ancestral temple as the design element, 
the space is wide and bright, which provides a good perspective for viewing the ancestral 
temple. As a traditional public space, ancestral halls should update and improve their functions 
according to the needs of local villagers to provide a public space for villagers to communicate. 
There are many elderly people living alone and left behind children in rural areas. We should 
provide certain life services for these vulnerable groups, enrich their daily life, and design some 
space for communication, rest, learning and exercise to adapt to the spirit of the new rural 
cultural construction. Such as public activity center, convalescent hospice care place, left behind 
children's activity place, library, etc. [4]. (as shown in Figure 2). 
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Figure 2. Ancestral Hall of Meixi Village, Tongshan County, Xianning City, Hubei Province 

6. Regeneration and Activation of Ancestral Temple Buildings 

The premise of activating ancestral halls needs to carry out protective repairs to the ancestral 
halls to regenerate them. With the replacement of society, the protection of ancestral temple 
buildings needs the maintenance funded by the government, but the repaired ancestral temple 
is still inactive. On the one hand, due to the age, the surrounding environment has changed, the 
ancestral hall building has been separated from the foundation of social development, and the 
architectural style has weakened. On the other hand, the cultural connotation of ancestral halls 
is not explored enough. At this time, the renovation of the ancestral temple needs to pay 
attention to the integrity of the ancestral temple building, the particularity of the style, the 
authenticity of the story and the historical chronology. Every pillar and decorative pattern in 
the ancestral temple building has a profound history of architectural culture. This should be 
kept as it is in a reasonable way. Ancestral halls can also be used as theme exhibition halls, 
exhibition halls and calligraphy exhibition halls. Open up positive thinking, conform to the 
development of the times, protect it and regenerate it in this prosperous era. 
As an intangible cultural heritage, ancestral halls have a long history, rich humanities, exquisite 
art, folk customs and so on, which are all valuable cultural heritages in China. In recent years, 
ancestral temples have been listed as cultural relics protection units at all levels in China and 
other provinces and cities. It is necessary to explore this precious historical resource, repair 
and maintain the existing ancestral halls, and creatively transform and develop the rich cultural 
connotations carried by the ancestral halls. According to the characteristics and needs of the 
development of the new era, we should creatively transform and develop the rich cultural 
connotations carried by ancestral halls, and play an active role in the construction of modern 
spiritual culture in China. We should dig deep into the traditional ancestral temple culture, 
explore its potential value, endow it with new functions and missions, and realize the living and 
sustainable development of ancestral temple architectural culture. 

7. Conclusion 

The ancestral hall is the witness of the development of the historical civilization of the whole 
clan group. The construction of ancestral halls is closely related to residents' lives. The demand 
of economic development has driven the process of urban modernization, but the situation of 
ancestral halls in some rural counties is in jeopardy. Affected by wind, rain, ants and insects, 
there are significant potential safety hazards. Many ancient ancestral temples have experienced 
physical aging and functional decline. The phenomenon of "hollow village" is becoming more 
and more serious. Most villagers go out to do business or work. Culture is the internal driving 
force of architectural development, and ancestral temple architecture is a concise and 
comprehensive embodiment of culture and folk beliefs. As a kind of family building, ancestral 
temple architecture presents a wide range of folk aesthetic characteristics of Han culture. It 
embodies the concept and technology of space construction influenced by regional synergy, and 
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conveys the material culture and spiritual culture of Jingchu area. It is precisely because the 
ancestral hall culture represents the most extensive folk culture in the region. By systematically 
analyzing the physical form of architecture, we can understand the main role of regional culture 
in space creation, and expand the study of Jingchu regional culture with the help of ancestral 
temples. It can provide corresponding basis for the protection and inheritance of local 
civilization, especially for the restoration of ancestral temple relics. On the other hand, the basic 
research of cultural theory has also provided some achievements for the design of modern 
ancestral temple buildings. Under this background, this paper studies the ancestral halls in 
Jingchu area, trying to find a breakthrough between tradition and reality, so that the ancestral 
halls can be protected and inherited. 
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