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Abstract 
Garden shows were started in China and Korea since 1997. The purpose of holding them 
was similar from the beginning, that is to stimulate the economic development of host 
cities. By 2020, the two countries emerged their own characteristics in the garden show. 
Garden shows, as city event, play the role of urban catalyst, which can drive the urban 
development and guide the post-utilization after the event. This paper compares the 
garden shows held in China and Korea in order to discuss the impact and features of 
garden shows as urban catalysts for the host cities. Using comparative as the research 
methodology, this article established a framework with the three steps of catalyst action: 
reserve stage,release stage and continuation stage. It was argued that the garden shows 
held in China were mainly international level, and the catalytic effect was more profound, 
while garden shows in Korea were mainly the local level and the catalytic effect was 
relatively small for a short period of time. During the catalyst release stage of China's 
garden show, the impact on the host city included the improvement of urban 
infrastructure, tourism development, ecological restoration, new city construction, etc. 
Most of the garden shows held in Korea are reflected in the improvement of the original 
open space of the city. In the final stage of the role of catalysts, most of China’s were 
converted into theme parks for secondary development, while Korea is embodied in the 
preservation of art gardens to upgrade urban aging space. Whether in China or Korea, it 
is the direction that should be explored to make the garden show as an urban catalyst 
plays a positive role in urban construction or urban regeneration. 
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1. Introduction 

1.1. Research Background 
Architect Aldo Rossi ascribed the term ‘catalyst’ in his book The Architecture of the City in 
1970s . He viewed the ‘catalyst’ as the “primary elements” of a city(Aldo, 1982;Davis ,2009). 
According to Davis(2009), the first component of the “primary elements” is a city’s physical, 
constructed, measurable artefacts, such as monuments,commercial buildings, schools and 
hospitals, etc. The second component of the “primary element “ is the event and the important 
of the event itself gives way to the realization of the “spatial transformation” of the development 
site that carries the event(Davis, 2009). Although constructed “primary elements” often 
constitute relative permanency in a city(Davis, 2009), they can simultaneously be capable of 
accelerating the processes of urbanization and thus acting as ‘catalyst’. Accordingly, urban 
catalysts are involved in physical construction and events, thus urban events can be used as a 
catalyst to promote the development and renewal of cities. 
As a “global event”(https://bie-paris.org/site/en/what-is-an-expo), expos are dedicated to 
finding solutions to the basic challenges faced by human and providing journeys within selected 
themes through participatory and immersive activities. According to the BIE(Bureau 
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International des Expositions ) classification about the expo, there are four types of Expo:World 
Expos, Specialised Expos, Horticultural Expos, and the Tirennale di Milano. As a kind of expo, 
garden show is an event with horticultural theme and performance. In addition, garden show 
is an important part of urban development planning and acts as a catalyst on accelerating urban 
transformation. It will have a constant impact on society in both “tangible(architecture,urban 
planning) and intangible (culture, educational) aspects”(https://bie-paris.org/site/en/what-
is-an-expo). Consequently, the garden show can be used as an urban catalyst to gather millions 
of visitors, to create dynamics and to arouse the change such as improvement of city images 
and the construction of the host cities in tangible and intangible aspects. 
China and Korea started to hold garden show in 1997. The earliest garden show held in China 
is China International Garden Flower Expo in Dalian in 1997. The aim of the garden show was 
to stimulate the development of city commerce, tourism service and environmental landscape. 
China held the first International Horticultural Exposition in Kunming in 1999. Kunming City, 
as the capital city of Yunnan Province, is located in southwestern China and has valuable 
tourism resources due to its warm climate. Through this garden show, Yunnan became world-
class tourist destination. Also, Kunming has developed into Asia's largest fresh-cut flower 
trading market. It has promoted the development of tourism and commerce in Yunnan. In 
Korea,International Horticulture Goyang was first held in 1997 for the purpose of “flower trade 
and garden exhibition”(Hong and Lee,2019). It follows that China and Korea have the same 
history in garden show field and the purpose of hosting is not only to do horticulture exhibition, 
but also to stimulate local economic growth through the garden show as an urban catalyst. In 
the subsequent development process, the garden show held in China mainly have been the 
international level. And in 2021 and 2023, the International Horticulture Expo will be held 
again in Yangzhou City, Jiangsu Province and Chengdu City, Sichuan Province respectively. 
Compared with China, Korea held the Suncheon Bay International Horticulture Expo in 2013, 
afterwards, ”the garden expo has been held in major cities in Korea”(Kim and Lee,2018). So far, 
garden shows in Korea have been held locally, such as Seoul Garden Show, Gyeonggi Garden 
Culture Expo, Korea One-pyeong Garden Expo,etc. The focus of these garden shows is that the 
artist’s garden will create a “regeneration of the aging park space”(Park et al.,2017). For 
example, Seoul Garden Show 2019, as an urban regeneration garden show, has become the seed 
of urban regeneration and regional vitality by planning various gardens in old communities. It 
can be seen that the garden shows of China and Korea were originally held for the purpose of 
stimulating the local economy but they presented different development models in the ensuing 
development. 
A successful garden show is not only limited to the horticulture display but acts as the urban 
catayst. The holding of the garden show can deal with urban pollution and abandoned land and 
promote urban regeneration. It can play “a broad and positive role” in improving the urban 
environment and increasing the value of t he land(Zou,2008;Wang,2003;Andrew,2005). 
Therefore,this is an opportunity to discuss the characteristic of the garden show between China 
and Korea within the same development history from the perspective of an urban catalyst. 

1.2. Research Objectives 
This article has two objectives. The first aim of this article is a systematic summary of Chinese 
and Korean garden shows. The second aim is to consider the potential role of the garden show 
as an urban catalyst. This paper will provide a clue for urban planning or landscape architecture 
regarding to expend the catalyst effect of the garden show to achieve the role of urban 
development or urban regeneration. 
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1.3. Methodology 
Comparative method is used for this study. The spectrum covers garden shows hold in China 
and Korea from 1997 to 2020. The process of the garden shows in two countries as an urban 
catalyst was analyzed comparatively. 

1.4. Garden Show Concept  
Since 1862, when the Great Spring Show was held by the Royal Horticulture Society(RHS)in 
Kensington, London, the garden show has been brought to the vital stage at the international 
exposition of modern industrial and decorative arts to utilize “the garden as a theme for cultural 
events”(Song et al.,2014). So far, cultural events held on the theme of gardens have a variety in 
different countries and regions, such as horticulture expo, garden show, garden festival, 
exhibition, fairs, etc. Therefore, in this study, the research object will see different title belong 
to the concept of garden show. 
There are currently three major garden shows of different levels in the world: According to 
Wang(2006), the highest level organized by International Exhibition Organization(BIE). The 
International Horticulture Expo as the highest level in garden show field is held every year in 
various countries around the world. This study defines the highest level as the world level. The 
lower level is national level. For example, China International Garden Flower Expo is held in 
major cities across the country since 1997. The third level is hosted by one or two local 
governments. For example, Beijing International Garden Festival, Seoul Garden Show,etc will 
be discussed. In this study, the types of garden show will be classified into world level, national 
level and local level. 

1.5. Literature Review 
1) Previous Study of the Urban Catalyst 
There have been some studies to prove that urban catalysts can promptly stimulate the physical 
construction of cities. For example, Grodach(2008) studied “museums are urban catalyst” 
(Carl,2008) and analyzed the two established flagship museums projects in Los Angeles and 
San Jose, which sometimes urban catalyst has a negative effect on city. In terms of green space, 
Millspaugh discussed the “waterfronts as catalysts to achieve urban renewal”(Martin,2001). 
Davis(2009) concluded the theory of the urban catalysts as “the production of ‘artefacts’ and/or 
constitute ‘events’”(Juliet,2009), discussed the impact of park as a city catalyst on urban 
development, and analyzed the Thames Barrier Park as a specific case. Loures et al.(2012) 
argued the transformation of the post-industrial site could be a catalyst for urban 
redevelopment(Luis and Jon,2012). Meanwhile, Kongsombat(2012) surveyed IMS/Solaria 
Plaza and Hotel Ⅱ  Palazzo’s impact on the surrounding environment construction,and 
concluded the catalyst could be a tool as the urban sustainable development. Aitani et al.(2018) 
investigated New York High Line as an urban catalysts and it plays a positive role in the 
surrounding environment. 
Some theoretical studies on urban catalysts are as follows: Lee et al.(2008) investigated the 
urban regeneration as the urban catalyst strategy by analyzing Milwaukee,U.S.A. Rong et 
al.(2009) extended the concept of urban catalyst from architecture to event and the catalytic 
essence of urban events is concluded. Inam(2010) proposed the catalyst is a meaningful way to 
urban design. Chen et al.(2016) explained the related concept about the urban catalyst and 
identified the key elements of catalytic landscape,like the mage-event, traffic node, building, 
public space,etc. 
Only a few studies have mentioned the event as another type of urban catalyst.For example, 
Wu(2008) studied World Expos as a catalyst for urban sustainability. Stephen et al.(2010) 
studied The Olympic Games could be emerged as a catalyst, bringing a change to host city. 
2) Previous Study of the Garden Show in China and Korea 
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The research on the China Garden Exhibition was first conducted after the Kunming World 
Horticultural Exposition in 1999. A series of early studies focused on the impact of the Garden 
Expo on China and the economic tourism of Yunnan Province. A more systematic understanding 
of garden exhibitions is various elaborations on the history, operation, content and function of 
garden exhibitions in an article published by Wang in 2006.It pointed out the problems in the 
development of Chinese garden shows. Huang(2007) analyzed the characteristics of the China 
garden in the 2006 Shenyang World Garden Expo. Wang et al.(2011) studied the landscape 
features of the Master Garden of the Xi'an World Garden Expo. Xia et al.(2012) argued the 
sustainable development of the horticulture expo. Song(2015) conducted a follow-up study on 
the site of the Jinzhou World Horticulture Expo. Zhang et al.(2016) analyzed the location types 
of China Garden Expo and constructed an index system based on urban development goals. Xing 
et al.(2019) discussed the main functions of the garden exhibition from the perspective of urban 
development. Yan et al.(2019) conducted research on the landscape planning of the site of the 
2019 Beijing International Horticulture Expo. 
Korea's relevant research on Garden Exhibition since 2013 is Suncheon International 
Horticulture Expo(see Table 1). For example,Song(2014) conducted a study on the tourists' 
views on the Suncheon World Garden Expo and the future development countermeasures of 
the exhibition and put forward some suggestions.Lee(2015) used the 2013 Suncheon Bay 
International Horticulture Expo as an example to discuss the “positive impact of large-scale 
events on the image and brand of the city”(Song et al.,2014) . Kim and Lee(2014) studied 
relevant research on the visitors' satisfaction of Suncheon Bay Expo. 
The advanced research status of other garden shows held in Korea are as follows: Kim et al. 
(2016) conducted a questionnaire on the visitors of the 2015 Seoul Garden Show to analyze the 
effect of the first Seoul Garden Show. Park et al.(2017) analyzed the gap between the display 
garden and the surrounding environment in the Seoul Garden Exhibition and cited it in the 
courtyard design. Jeong(2018) studied the design trends of the Korea One-pyeong Garden Expo, 
Gyeonggi Garden Culture Expo, and Seoul Garden Show held from 2011 to 2015. Kim(2018) 
researched the design plans of 280 designer gardens in the garden exhibition held in the six 
major cities of South Korea in 2017. Hong and Lee(2019) studied the trend of plant materials 
in the art garden in the 2019 Cheongju Garden Exhibition. Yoon et al.(2019) analyzed the 
preference of the residents around the International Horticulture Goyang for flower 
decorations.Lee(2020) took the art garden in the 2018 Cheongju Garden Exhibition as the 
research object, and discussed the construction of a practical living courtyard model through 
the courtyard expo. Seo et al.(2020) conducted research on the multi-role design of the garden 
in Goyang.  
A literature review has conducted as follows: Firstly,in terms of urban catalyst, previous studies 
have discussed the impact of the occurrence of urban catalysts on urban construction and 
regeneration. However,the most of studies are limited to the physical construction, such as 
parks,plazas, museums and buildings. Although some articles have declared the catalytic effect 
of events on cities, there is no specific catalytic effect of garden show except World Expos and 
Olympic Games.Second,although China's research on garden exhibitions goes beyond the 
garden exhibition itself, it involves more profound impacts on urban development. 
Third,researches in Korea were limited to the exhibition itself, such as user satisfaction surveys, 
the use of horticultural materials, and garden design.Related to the positive influence of the 
garden exhibition on the city image, it is only for the 2013 Suncheon Bay International 
Horticultural Expo. 
With the perspective of garden shows as urban catalysts, this paper takes the comparison of 
garden show in China and Korea in order to discuss the garden show’s impact on urban 
construction and regeneration. 
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Table 1. Previous Research in China and Korea 
Country 

 
Research Fellow Research Subjects 

Satisfaction Material Design History Influence 
 
 
 

China 

Wang and Lin(2003)    ●  
Wang(2006)    ● ● 
Zou(2008)   ●  ● 

Rong et al.(2009)     ● 
Chen and Liu(2016)      
Zhang et al.(2016)     ● 

Zhang(2016)     ● 
Total 7 0 0 1 2 5 

 
 

Korea 

Song et al.(2014) ●     
Cho and Choi(2014)     ● 

Lee et al.(2015)     ● 
Lee et al.(2015)     ● 

Kwon et al.(2015) ●     
Kim and Cho(2016) ●    ● 

Park et al.(2017)   ●   
Kim and Lee(2018)   ●   

Yoon and Kim(2019)  ●    
Pyo and Lee(2019)  ●    

Hong and Lee(2019)  ●    
Lee(2020)   ●   

Seo and Park(2020)   ●   
Total 13 3 3 4 0 4 

2. Garden Show in China 

The most advanced horticultural exposition held in China was held in Kunming City, Yunnan 
Province in 1999(see Table 2). By 2020, China has held seven world horticultural expositions. 
In 2021,China will held Yangzhou International Horticulture Expo. The earliest garden show 
held in China was China International Garden Flower Expo, first held in Dalian City,Liaoning 
Province. This is the largest garden exhibition in China and so far it has been held twelve times 
nationwide(see Figure 1). China's local garden shows started relatively late. Guangzhou 
International Flower Art Exhibition,the local level were held in 2017. Other local level garden 
shows like China Garden Show,Beijing International Garden Festival ,etc. began to rise in recent 
years. 
 

Table 2. Overview of garden show in China 
No Level Title of garden show Date of 

holding 
Host city 

1.1  
 
 

World 
level 

 
 

Kunming International Horticultural 
Expo 

1999.5.1-
10.31 

Kunming City,Yunnan 
Prov. 

1.2 Shenyang International Horticultural 
Expo 

2006.5.1-
10.31 

Shenyang City,Liaoning 
Prov. 

1.3 Xi’an International Horticultural Expo 2011.4.28-
10.22 

Xi’an City,Shanxi Prov. 

1.4 Jinzhou International Horticultural Expo 2013.5.10-
10.31 

Jinzhou City,Liaoning 
Prov. 
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1.5 Qingdao International Horticultural 
Expo 

2014.4.25-
10.25 

QingdaoCity,Shandong 
Prov. 

1.6 Tangshan International Horticultural 
Expo 

2016.4.29-
10.16 

Tangshan City,Hebei Prov. 

1.7 Beijing International Horticultural Expo 2019.4.29-
10.9 

Beijing City 

1.8 Yangzhou International Horticultural 
Expo 

2021.4-
2021.10 

Yangzhou City,Jiangsu 
Prov. 

Total 8 - - - 
1.9  

 
 
 
 

National 
level 

 
 
 
 
 
 

China International Garden Flower Expo 
 

1997 Dalian City,Liaoning Prov. 
1.10 1998.9.26-

10.10 
Nanjing City,Jiangsu Prov. 

1.11 2000.9.20-
10.20 

Shanghai City 

1.12 2001.9.28-
11.28 

Guangzhou City 

1.13 2004.9-
2005.3 

Shenzhen City 

1.14 2007.9.-
2008.4. 

Xiamen City,Fujian Prov. 

1.15 2009.9.-
2010.5 

Jinan City,Shandong Prov. 

1.16 2011.11-
2012.5 

Chongqing City 

1.17 2013.5.18-
11.18 

Beijing City 

1.18 2015.9-
2016.5.9 

Wuhan City,Hubei 
Province 

1.19 2017.9-
2018.5 

Zhengzhou City,Henan 
Prov. 

1.20 2018.12-
2019.5 

Nanjing City,Guangxi 
Prov. 

1.21 2021.5-
2021.11 

Xuzhou City,Jiangsu Prov. 

Total 13 - - - 

1.22  
 
 

Local 
level 

China Garden Show  2019.4.13-
4.21 

HangzhouCity,Zhejiang 
Prov. 

 
1.23 

Guangzhou International Flower Art 
Exhibition 

2017 Guangzhou City, 
Guangdong Prov. 2018 

2019.9.28-
10.7 

 
1.24 

Beijing Forestry University International 
Garden-making Festival  

2018.9.23-
10.7 

Beijing City 

2019.10.13-
20 

2020.9 
1.25 Beijing International Garden Festival  2020.4.-

2020.10 
Beijing City 

Total 4 - - - 
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3. Garden Show in Korea 

Table 3. Overview of garden show in Korea 
No Level Title of garden show Date of holding Host city 

2.1 World 
level 

Suncheon Bay International Horticultural Expo 2013.4.20-10.20 Suncheon City,Jeollanam-do  

Total 1 - - - 

2.2  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Local 
level 

International Horticulture Goyang 1997-2021 Goyang City, Gyeonggi-do 
2.3 Korea Landscape Garden Expo 2008-2020 Seoul City 

2020.9.3-9.6 Suwon City, Gyeonggi-do 
2.4 Seoul Garden Show 2015-2020 Seoul City 

 
 
 
 
2.5 

 
 
 

Gyeonggi Garden Cultrue Expo 
 

2010.10.8-10.10 Siheung City 
2012.10.12-14 Suwon City 

2015.10.8-10.11 Anseong City 
2016.10.7-10.9 Seongnam City 
2017.9.29-10.1 Ansan City 
2018.10.12-14 Bucheon City 
2019.10.11-13 Paju City 
2020.10.16-18 Uiwang City 

2.6 Teahwagang Garden Show  2018.4.13-4.21 Ulsan City 
2.7 Korea One-pyeong Garden Expo 2014-2019 Suncheon City, Jeollanam-do 
2.8 Busan Garden Expo 2017-2018 Busan City 
2.9 Korea Highway Corporation Garden Fair 2018-2019 Cheongju City, Jeollabuk-do 

2.10 Gohan Alley Road Garden Expo 2019-2020 Gohan City, Gangwon-do 
Total 9 - - - 

 

 
a.The location of garden show in China 

Image source: Author redrawed from Google map 
b.The location of garden show in Korea 

Image source: Author redrawed from Google map 
Figure 1. The location of garden show in China and Korea 
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Korea held the Suncheon Bay International Horticulture Exposition in 2013(see Table 3). 
Except this, the garden shows held in Korea are mainly at the local level. The earliest garden 
expo in Korea is International Horticulture Goyang. Since 2010, Gyeonggi Garden Culture Expo 
has been held in cities within Gyeonggi-do. Korea Landscape Garden Expo and Seoul Garden 
Shows are held in Seoul. Since the Suncheon International Horticulture in 2013, other regions 
of Korea have begun to hold garden exhibitions,such as Ulsan City,Busan City, Cheongju 
City ,etc(see Figure 1). 

4. Comparative Framework and Discussion 

As an urban event, garden show needs a procedure from preparation to implementation to 
operation , and “the operation process of city event is also the action of urban catalyst ”(Rong 
et al.,2009). Due to the occurrence and development of urban events, the catalyst action process 
of urban events is divided into “pre-catalyst reserve stage, catalyst release stage and the post-
catalyst continuation stage”(Rong et al.,2009). In terms of garden show, the holding of the event 
requires the host city to provide the land for exhibition and the city invests in infrastructure 
construction and environmental improvement. This means that before the garden show is held, 
the organization needs to be responsible for a series of related matters from the comprehensive 
functions of the site to the infrastructure. Therefore, the early stage organization of garden 
show, that is the pre-catalyst reserve stage, will affect the subsequent release stage of the 
catalyst. When the preliminary organization of the garden show is ready, that is, after the urban 
catalyst has completed the reserve stage, it will enter the catalyst release step. During the 
garden show, the planners should full use of the land resources of the exhibition, meet the 
comprehensive functions and needs of the exhibition. Besides the expo site, the urban 
infrastructure for the garden show will also be improved. Therefore, the release stage of the 
catalyst role in garden show is when horticulture culture is shown to the public and it also has 
an impact on the host city. As the exhibition itself, the garden show will come to an end after a 
period of time. “Catalyst is not a single final product, but an element that can stimulate and 
guide subsequent development”(Chen and Lee,2016). Thus, the follow-up utilization of the 
exhibition site has become the last step called post-catalyst continuation stage.  
   In this paper, a comparative framework will be established according to the three stages of 
the catalytic action, namely the holding process of the garden show:the organization of the 
garden show is the pre-catalyst reserve stage as the initiation of the garden show,garden show’s 
impact on urban construction is the catalyst release stage and the last stage is that the follow-
up utilization, the post-catalyst continuation stage. 

4.1. Pre-catalyst Reserve Stage:The Organization 
Under diverse social context in different countries, the pre-catalyst reserve stage of exhibition 
is various. However, it is often the government that takes the lead, then state-owned enterprises 
carry out the organization and operation. In final, accept the supervision and management of 
the organization and management department of the garden show. For the International 
Horticulture Expo’s host need the approval and recognition of AIPH(International Association 
of Horticulture Producers) and BIE(International Bureau of Exposition) respectively. The role 
of the BIE is for the application and management of the Convention on International Exhibitions, 
like “formulate and approve the holding plan of the international exposition; to guide and 
supervise the operation of the Expo” (https://www.bie-paris.org/site/en/about-horticultural-
expos). In particular, 2013 Jinzhou International Horticulture Expo was approved by 
IFLA(International Federation of Landscape Architects) and AIPH is the “first global 
collaboration between IFLA and AIPH” (https://baike.baidu.com/item/2013 China Jinzhou 
International Horticultural Exposition/722804?fromtitle=2013 Jinzhou International 
Horticultural Exposition&fromid=2061471). The holding of the International Horticulture 
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Expo first be authorized and supervised by relevant international organizations.Afterward, it 
will be re-organized by the country that holds the event. 
In China, the International Horticulture Expo is mainly organized by the central government 
and local governments(see Table 4). For example, 2019 Beijing International Horticulture 
Expo(No.1.25) is hosted by the Chinese government and undertaken by the Beijing Municipal 
People's Government. The organizing committee of the 2019 Beijing World Horticultural 
Exposition in China is mainly composed of departments under the State Council (the highest 
administrative body of China), such as the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the Ministry of Science 
and Technology, the Ministry of Ecology and Environment, the Ministry of Natural Resources 
and the Beijing Municipal Government. The responsibility of the organizing committee is to 
promote the Beijing Expo’s strategic implementations, to make the decision and to hold major 
activities. Other World Garden Expos’ organization mode are also basically led by the central 
government. 
After being approved by AIPH, 2013 Suncheon Bay International Horticulture Expo(No.2.1) in 
Korea is organized by Suncheon City Government. Instead of the central government leads all 
matters, the composition of the organizing committee is the mayor of Suncheon City serves as 
the chairman of committee. The council of the committee is a member of the Suncheon City 
council, and five experts have been recommended by civic groups for more than 15 years. 
China International Garden Expo (No.1.9-1.21), the biggest national garden show in China, 
there is a regulation made specifically for this garden show called China International Garden 
Expo Management Measures. It mentioned the garden show is jointly organized by the host 
city's people's government, the housing and urban-rural construction authorities of the 
province (autonomous region) where it is located. When a municipality directly under the 
Central Government undertakes the contract, its housing and urban-rural construction and 
landscaping authorities shall be the specific contractor. 
In the context of socialism, China’s garden departments or associations are led by government. 
Except China Garden Show(No.1.22) which is organized by the private exhibition company,the 
local level garden show held in China are also mainly government-led.  
Nine of ten garden shows held in Korea are at the local level. Organization approach mainly has 
two types:private-organization and government-private cooperation. Among the nine garden 
shows , five organization modes are undertaken by local municipal governments and non-
governmental organizations. For example, Seoul Garden Show (No.2.4), it is organized by the 
Seoul Metropolitan Government and the organizing committee is publicly recruited by the 
government to serve as a consultant for the Seoul Garden Show. The organizing committee is 
composed of professional consultants from different groups such as Korea Florist Association, 
Korea Institute of Garden Design,etc. It will serve as an agency for policy-making of the garden 
show, public-private partnership safety management, hosting the international garden fair, 
recruiting foreign designers, and cooperative measures for the garden industry, and working 
with the Seoul Metropolitan Government. Other garden shows such as Gyeonggi Garden Culture 
Expo(No.2.5), Korea One-pyeong Garden Expo(No.2.7) and Busan Garden Show(No.2.8) are 
also operated in cooperation with gardening associations or professionals engaged in 
gardening business and the government. 
Garden shows are run by private organizations include International Horticulture Goyang 
(No.2.2),Korea Landscape Garden Expo(No.2.3), Korea Highway Corporation Garden 
Fair(No.2.9) and Gohan Alley Road Garden Expo(No.2.10). In January 20, 1999, International 
Horticulture Goyang has been organized by the Goyang International Flower foundation , which 
is privately established. 
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Table 4.The organization of garden show in China and Korea 
No Country Organizing Committee Government-

led 
Private-

led 
Government-

Private 
1.1  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

China 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AIPH,Yunnan Provincial Garden Expo 
Bureau 

● 0 0 

 
1.2 

AIPH,Liaoning Provincial 
People’s Government, Shenyang City 

People’s Government 

● 0 0 

1.3 AIPH,Xi’an World Horticultural 
Exposition Organizing Committee 

● 0 0 

1.4 IFLA,AIPH, Jinzhou City People’s 
Government 

● 0 0 

1.5 AIPH,Qingdao City People’s 
Government,Ministry of Construction 

● 0 0 

 
1.6 

AIPH, Hebei Provincial 
People’s Government Tangshan City 

People’s Government 

● 0 0 

1.7 AIPH,Bureau of Beijing International 
Horticultural Exhibition 

● 0 0 

1.8 AIPH,Yangzhou City People’s Governmen ●   

1.9- 
1.21 

Ministry of Housing and Urban-Rural 
Development of the People’s Republic of 

China,Local people’s government 

● 
 
 

  

1.22 Great Wall Exhibition International Co., 
Ltd. 

 ●  

1.23 China Flower Arrangement Association, 
Guangzhou Forestry and Garden Bureau 

●   

1.24 Beijing Forestry University ●   
 

1.25 
Chinese Society of Landscape 

Architecture, Beijing Landscaping Bureau, 
Beijing Yanqing District Government 

●   

Total - 25 24 1 0 
2.1  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Korea 

AIPH, Suncheon City Government ●   
2.2 Goyang International Flower Foundation  ●  
2.3 KSLA,LEAD EXPO  ●  
2.4 Seoul Metropolitan Government,Seoul 

Garden Show Organizing Committee 
  ● 

 
2.5 

Local municipal government,Gyeonggi 
Agro-Food Distribution Agency, 

KILA 

  ● 

2.6 Taehwagang Garden Show Organizing 
Committee 

  ● 

2.7 Suncheon City Government,KIGD   ● 
2.8 Busan City Government, 

Busan Landscape Association 
  ● 

2.9 Korea Highway Corporation  ●  
2.10 Resident Led  ●  
Total - 10 1 4 5 
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4.2. Catalyst Release Stage: The Impact on Urban Construction 
Generally, the world level garden show granted by BIE and organized by AIPH in the early stage 
of catalyst reserve often release a relatively larger catalyst effect, that is, have a greater impact 
on the upgrading of the host city. The sites of the highest level garden shows are all newly built 
for holding. In China and Korea,the main impacts of the garden show on urban construction are 
as follows:tourism development,urban infrastructure improvement,ecological restoration and 
new urban construction(see Table 5). In terms of tourism development, 1999 Kunming World 
Horticultural Exposition(No.1.1) is located in the Jindian Scenic Area in the northeast of 
Kunming City. Through this expo, Yunnan has became a popular tourism destination. Besides, 
the original waste landfill site in the scenic area was transformed, and the comprehensive 
environment of Kunming’s transportation system and sewage treatment was optimized. 2006 
Shenyang International Horticulture Expo(No.1.2) and 2014 Qingdao International 
Horticulture Expo(No.1.5), the location of these two expo is also in scenic spot in order to 
increase the tourism value of the city. 
On the impact of the garden show on the host cities in terms of ecological restoration, 2011 
Xi’an garden expo(No.1.3) has restored the ecological environment of Chanba River, making the 
original polluted river become the green barrier of Xi'an city. 2013 Jinzhou garden expo(No.1.4) 
also completed ecological restoration through this event. This is the first time in China to use 
reclamation technology to build the exhibition site. Landscape design is carried out in the 
coastal saline alkali land, so as to realize the construction of new city and improve the ecological 
environment(see Figure 2). 
In the aspect of new urban construction,2019 Beijing World Garden Expo(No.1.7) is located in 
Yanqing District of Beijing New Area, which will open up new development space for Beijing 
and improve the infrastructure construction from Beijing urban area to Yanqing District(see 
Figure 2). Through the holding of this expo, various urban infrastructures from Beijing to 
Yanqing District have been improved. 
For world level garden show, the organization of the host city will mobilize various resources, 
improve the infrastructure construction of the host city, and add new vitality to the city. For 
example,the idea of selecting the site of the 2013 Suncheon Bay World Horticultural 
Exposition(No.2.1) in 2013 is to permanently preserve the most completed Suncheon Bay on 
earth and creatively revitalize the city center. Between Suncheon City and Suncheon Bay 
wetland, an “urban space, transfer space, buffer space and absolute reserved space” for 
management and control of four regional spaces is formed(Zhang,2016). The site is located in 
the transfer space between the urban space and the buffer space. Wetland as the preservation 
space is the starting point, crossing the Dongcheon River through the expo park to the city 
center to form a completed ecological green corridor, enhancing the ecological value of the area. 
The site not only serves as a transfer space to prevent urban construction from destroying the 
wetland, but also serves as a green space to boost the city's infrastructure(Like Figure 2). In 
addition to the idea of preservation, the site was built as a “water storage park”(Zhang,2016) 
to store Dongcheon River water in case of rainstorm, so as to prevent flood disasters in the 
urban area. 
For China International Garden Flower Expo,no new site was built for the first four events. Since 
being held in Shenzhen City in 2004 (No.1.13) , the holding of the garden show began to 
improve urban infrastructure to the host city. For example,host in Xiamen City(No.1.14),Jinan 
City(No.1.15),Chongqing City(No.1.16) and Beijing City(No.1.17) promoted the construction of 
new city respectively. In 2015, the flower expo in Wuhan completed the treatment of the 
garbage dump in original site and surrounding environmental management. 
As far as the local garden exhibitions are concerned, in Korea, Teawagang Garden Show is held 
for the purpose of creating a garden applicable for the level of the national garden and 
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spreading the horticulture culture before applying for the Taehwagang National Park. Gohan 
Alley Garden Expo is the “first garden fair in Korea to be held in an 
alleyway”(http://www.latimes.kr/news/articleView.html?idxno=35969), which is a case of 
urban regeneration led by residents and transformed the abandoned mine area into a stay-type 
tourism model.  
Except Teawagang Garden Show, neither China nor Korea has built new sites. Consequently, 
the impact of this type of garden show on the city in the stage of catalyst release is to enhance 
the vitality of the original space.  
 

Table 5. The Impact on urban construction in China and Korea 
No Country New  

site 
Existed  

site 
Tourism 

development 
Improve urban 
infrastructure 

Ecological 
restoration 

New urban 
construction 

Original space 
improvement 

1.1  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

China 

●  ● ● ●   
1.2 ●  ● ●    
1.3 ●   ● ●   
1.4 ●   ● ● ●  
1.5 ●  ● ●    
1.6 ●   ● ●   
1.7 ●   ●  ●  
1.8 ●  ●  ●    
1.9  ●     ● 

1.10  ●     ● 

1.11  ●     ● 

1.12  ●     ● 
1.13  ●  ●    
1.14 ●    ● ●  
1.15 ●     ●  
1.16 ●     ●  
1.17 ●    ● ●  
1.18 ●   ● ●   
1.19 ●     ●  
1.20 ●   ●    
1.21 ●  ●     
1.22  ●     ● 
1.23  ●     ● 

1.24  ●     ● 
1.25  ●     ● 
Total - 16 9 5 11 7 7 8 

2.1  
 
 
 
 

Korea 

●   ●   ` 
2.2  ●     ● 

2.3  ●     ● 
2.4  ●     ● 
2.5  ●     ● 

2.6 ●   ●    
2.7  ●     ● 
2.8  ●     ● 
2.9  ●     ● 

2.10  ●     ● 

Total - 2 8 0 2 0 0 8 
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a.Beijing International Horticulture Expo location 
Image source: Author redrawed from Map stack 

 
b.Relationship between site selection of Suncheon Bay International Horticulture Expo and 

Suncheon Bay wetland 
Image source: Author redrawed from Naver map 

 
c. Jinzhou International Horticultural Expo 

 
d. Suncheon Bay International Horticultural Expo 

Figure 2. International Horticulture Expo in China and Korea 
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4.3. The Post-Catalyst Continuation Stage :The Follow-up Utilization 
Table 6.The follow-up utilization of garden show. 

No Country Theme 
park 

Urban 
green 
space 

Commercial 
exploitation 

Botanical 
park 

Art gardens 
kept in existing 

park 

Recover 
original 

situation 
1.1  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

China 

●      
1.2    ●   
1.3  ●     
1.4 ●      
1.5   ●    
1.6 ●      
1.7   ●    
1.8       
1.9      ● 

1.10      ● 
1.11      ● 
1.12      ● 
1.13    ●   
1.14 ●      
1.15 ●      
1.16 ●      
1.17 ●      
1.18 ●      
1.19 ●      
1.20 ●      
1.21       
1.22      ● 
1.23      ● 
1.24      ● 
1.25      ● 
Total - 10 1 2 2 0 8 

2.1  
 
 
 
 

Korea 

 ● ●    
2.2     ●  
2.3      ● 
2.4     ●  
2.5     ●  
2.6  ●   ●  
2.7     ●  
2.8     ●  

2.9     ●  
2.10     ●  
Total - 0 2 1 0 8 1 

 
After the event, the catalyst will continue to play a role in entering the continuation stage. 
Specifically, the garden show is reflected in the follow-up utilization of the exhibition site. There 
were three expo sites’ follow-up utilization modes in China(see Table 6): the first mode is to 
transform it into a theme park and operate by charging tickets,like Kunming(No.1.1), 
Jinzhou(No.1.4), Tangshan(No.1.6). Three eights of the sites were transformed into commercial 
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development. Shenyang's expo park(No.1.2) is used as a scenic area for tourism development 
and transformation, part of the exhibition site in Qingdao(No.1.5) is used as a scenic spot, and 
another part of it was developed into commercial real estate.The service facilities in the park of 
the world horticultural exposition to be held in Yanqing as the Beijing(No.1.7) new district in 
2019 will be reused for the 2022 Beijing Winter Olympic Games. As a new urban area built in 
Beijing, Yanqing's transportation and infrastructure construction have been completed, which 
will be open to the public as a tourist attraction. 
The exhibition site of 2011 Xi'an World Horticultural Exposition(No.1.3) will be transformed 
into a urban green space after the exhibition, which will be open to the public free of charge. In 
2019, the Shanxi provincial government announced the decision to build the new Shanxi 
Provincial History Museum in the Xi'an World Expo Park to better integrate the ecology and 
culture of Xi'an. 
In Korea after the Suncheon Bay World Horticultural Exposition (No.2.1), the original site 
became the Suncheon Bay National Park and maintained the operation by charging tickets. 
Since 2014, Korea one-pyeong Garden Expo has been held here every year. According to Cho 
and Choi(2014) ,The specific follow-up use of the Suncheon Bay Horticultural Expo site is as 
follows: 1.The utilization of the expo’s plant flowers, landscaping and other biological resources 
is to develop the health and beauty industry, to drive the development of the service industry 
and to promote the employment of related industries; 2. The use of related industries is to 
maintain the ecological value of the park; 3. Partners are introduced to establish a public, 
professional and effective management system to achieve cooperation with local communities 
and obtain regional and financial support. 
The China International Garden Flower Expo was held on a small scale in the early days, and 
the site was restored to its original state after the event. From 2004 to 2018, except for the 
exhibition park in Shenzhen(No. 1.13) which was transformed into a botanical garden after the 
event, other sites were operated as theme parks with tickets. 
For local level, at the stage of continuous action of catalyst, the main mode in China is to remove 
the exhibition facilities and restore them to their original appearance. In Korea, the site of 
Teahwagang Garden was upgraded to Teahwagang National Garden, which is designated 
“Korea's No. 2 National Garden” (http://www.knnews.co.kr/news/articleView.php?idxno= 
1294710), following Suncheon Bay National Park. Taehwagang National Garden is Korea's first 
waterfront ecological garden that overcame the location limitations of rivers and actively 
utilized rivers to advocate gardens. In particular, it was designated as a national garden in 
recognition of its ecological value, such as restoring polluted streams, preserving natural 
resources and achieving urban regeneration. In addition, the art garden of the garden show was 
retained in the site(see Figure 3). Except Korea Landscape Garden Expo was held indoors which 
removed all exhibition facilities, other garden show kept art gardens retaining after the event. 
 

 
a. Seoul Garden Show’s art garden 
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b. Teawagang Garden Show’s art garden 

Figure 3. The follow-up utilization in Korea 

5. Conclusion 

Through discussing the process of urban catalyst action, the comparison results of the garden 
shows held in China and Korea are as follows: 1. In general,the world level garden show is 
authorized and acknowledged by AIPH and BIE, then re-organized by the government of the 
host country or city. The new site was built for the garden show. The transportation and related 
infrastructure of the host city  were also improved. Therefore, the catalyst release stage has the 
greatest impact on the city and the release time takes longer, up to half a year. Through holding 
the garden show, China has achieved the development of urban tourism,ecological restoration 
and new urban construction,etc. Korea has accomplished the upgrading of urban green space. 
In the stage of catalyst continuous action, China mainly transformed into theme park and Korea 
transformed into national park, developing the industry related to horticulture industry. 2. For 
local level garden shows, although the catalyst reserve stages of the two countries are different, 
there are cooperation between the government and private group organizations or it is 
organized by private group in Korea, while the government mainly operates in China. The 
release reaction of the catalyst and the influence of the continuation stage of the catalyst is 
relatively small. 
In a word, both China and Korea have achieved certain achievements in their 23 years of 
experience in holding garden shows. However,in terms of garden show as an urban catalyst, 
how to extend the catalyst effect , develop in a positive direction, play an effective role in the 
short term in order to promote urban construction and urban regeneration is still an issue that 
both countries need to explore. 
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